P Kiowa County ¢

KiowaCountyPress.net September 12, 2025 Volume 138, Number 37 R

RIIOWA COUNTY FAIR & RC
. | —— "-_'t-.- — ? L vy = o e

| | .
L]

1vII1dOl¥3d
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Joe Bush Earns Kansas Real Estate License & Part 107 Remote Pilot Certificate

Another year has passed -
far too rapidly - and fair week
has returned in Kiowa
County, Colorado.
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Cruikshank  Realty,
is proud to announce that
veteran agent Joe Bush has
recently passed the State of
Kansas real estate licensing
exam, officially earning his
license through the Kansas

Inc.,

Real Estate Commission.
This accomplishment further
strengthens Joe's credentials
and expands his capability
to assist clients across state
lines.

In addition, Joe has earned
his Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) Part 107 Re-
mote Pilot Certificate, com-
monly known as a drone
pilot license. This certification
equips him with advanced ae-
rial imaging capabilities, en-
hancing property marketing
through high-quality drone
pﬂotography and videogra-
phy.

A proud alumnus of Texas
A&M University, Joe earned a
B.S. in Agronomy with a minor
in Animal Science in 1977. He
began his career in produc-
tion agriculture in Southern
Texas before transitioning
to real estate. Now a cor-
nerstone of the SE Colorado
team, Joe specializes in resi-
dential, farm and ranch prop-
erties across Lamar, Cheraw,
Rocky Ford, Towner, and sur-
rounding communities.

~ “Passing the Kansas exam
is an exciting milestone,’

says Joe. “Combined with
my Part 107 certification, I'm
committed to offering clients
elevated  service—whether
it's cross-border real estate
expertise or stunning aerial
property presentations.”

Since joining Cruikshank
Realty, Inc., Joe has closed
numerous transactions, rang-
ing from starter homes in
Lamar to 160-acre farms and
luxury properties above $1
million. His deep-rooted un-
derstanding of agricultural
land and modern farming and
ranching practices, honed
through years in crop produc-
tion, adds valuable insight for
farm and ranch clients.

Thanks to his new creden-
tials, Joe can now:

® Represent clients in both
Colorado and Kansas mar-
kets

o Capture drone footage for

15 Years Ago
September 10, 2010
One day Clinic for
women & girls interested
in the sports of fishing,
archery & shotgun
shooting will be held at
the Kiowa Creek Natural
Area located just south
of Eads.
25 Years Ago
September 15, 2000
Failed robbery attempt
at the Colorado East Bank
& Trust in La Junta. The
potential thieves broke
into the home of the bank
president & him to
accompany them to the

 Pages from the Past

bank while holding his wife
hostage at their home.
When the attempt to open
the safe failed the robbers
fled.
40 Years Ago
September 13, 1985
Colorado state will
have a onetime Tax
Amnesty. Last chance
for those who owe back
taxes before penalties
increase.
50 Years Ago
September 12, 1975
The Kiowa County
Hospital board voted to
cut hospital employees
salaries 10% from Sept.

N

through Dec. as one of
several recommended
from the auditor
because of the current
hospital financial
situation.

75 Years Ago

August, 1950
Primary election in
Kiowa County was a
very quiet affair with no
local contest voters
seemed uninterested.

100 Years Ago

1925

Activities at the Kiowa
County Fair included
auto races, singing
contest, shirt race,
balloon ascension &
horseshoe games.

Hometown Gas & Grill
719-438-2206

Eads CO-OP

\ 719-438-2201

GNBank

Thie: Bt Plaste ti Blaere s Bostvion

719 438-5331

137 Years and Counting!
Kiowa County
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719-438-5800

heightened visual marketing

e Offer seamless, profes-
sional services from proper-
ty analysis to final sale

About Cruikshank Realty,
Inc.

Located in Lamar, CO,
Cruikshank Realty, Inc., is a
full-service brokerage serv-
ing Colorado, Oklahoma, New
Mexico, and adjacent Kansas
areas. Their team specializ-
es in, agricultural, as well as
residential and commercial
properties, delivering expert
local knowledge and person-
alized client care.

For more information or
to contact Joe Bush, please
reach out to Cruikshank Real-
ty, Inc., at 719-336-7802 or visit
WwWw.2Cr2.com

Photo: Cruikshank Realty
Inc

The Kiowa County
Press invites you to
share what's
happening in your
world with our
readers.

Send your stories and
photos from southeast

Colorado life to
editor@KiowaCountyPress.net
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ABOUT TOWN

Doris Lessenden

“Encourage one
another and build each
other up, just as In
fact you are doing.”
Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)

Hello, Reader, |1 do hope
you are practicing and using
those words and lifestyle to
encourage your family mem-
bers, fellow workers, and
citizens as this Bible verse
suggests. Then we will have a
happier world.

After living in and around
Eads for most of my 80-some
years, | so appreciate that
our county has good people
who are generally positive,
thoughtful, and kind to have
lived around and with. | do
admit that times in the world
have changed immensely
since | was a youth. People
were more caring in the ear-
lier years of our lives, and
we spent more times in each
other’s homes or at the lakes
having fun hours of visiting,
sharing meals, and helping
others around their homes
and ranches - not reading our
cell phone screens or watch-
ing television. Maybe that
was before those communi-
cation devices were invented.

101 E. Lowell 51

Eads, CO

August 29, our Brenda Leon
arranged for Terry Stillwell,
formerly of Scott City, Kan-
sas, to sing for an audience at
Prairie Pines Assisted Living
Community. He sang so won-
derfully so many songs famil-
iar to us from the 1940s, 50s,
and 60s, through the 90s and
2000s, to a few present-day
country artists. We loved to
hear these beautiful love
songs, ballads, and sad songs
too, that reminded us of our
younger years. Sometimes
his melodious voice and style
reminded me of some trips to
California night clubs. Those
are such pleasant memories
with Jenness and Ann Klieb-
oeker and Suzanne Proctor
in Nevada. The Weisbrod res-
idents who rode over to Prai-
rie Pines enjoyed the evening
with such an accomplished
singing artist, his attractive
wife, the hospitality of the
Pines, and hostess-activity
director, Charlotte Gunning,
our director, Brenda Leon,
and assistant, Linda Hopkins.

Last week we were pleased
to watch the photo shoot by
Raina Lucero of our dietary
employee, J. B. Brown, who
was given an impressive gold
medal by Josh Vanderpool of
Sheridan Lake, who was at
Weisbrod to thank the young
man for saving a resident’s
life by doing the Heimlich
maneuver.

All this rain this summer
has been a real blessing, ex-
cept last weekend the rodeo
arena southeast of Kit Carson
was just too wet to have the

traditional rodeo for youth |

and older participants. How-
ever, there was their won-
derful barbeque and parade,
followed by the popular duck
race, and the Melodrama was

Our Residents Love
to Host!
Join us for Coffee Hour

Every Tuesday @ 2:00 pm
Treats & Drinks Provided

T19-438-214]1 prarepinesesrta.com

fine. Our own Morena Lowe
was in the Melodrama. She
is the Theatre Director at the
Crow-Luther Cultural Event
Center in Eads, and works at
Crow’s Stop and Shop. Their
sports games went well, and
the Trinity Lutheran Church
group sold out their bake
sale. By 7:00 p.m. there was
another huge rain, but they
were able to move their out-
door dance to the community
building. Those people like to
dance up there!

By the time you may be
reading this, the last coun-
ty fair of the season will be
in full swing in Eads. Plans
are made to host a great fair
in our little but great town,
and the junior high and high
school volleyball and foothall
teams will be hosting Wiley.
The junior high volleyball
game starts at 3:00 p.m., and
the night ends with the high
school football game at 7:00
p.m.

It is a delight to visit with
tall, blonde Reese Barnett, a
freshman at Eads High School.
This season, she has already
played in tournaments that
are usually about five hours
long at CSU in Fort Collins,
UNC in Greeley, and this week
in Thornton/Denver.

| was sad to read of the
death of Richard Ritchie, a
graduate of Eads High School.
I remember him as friendly,
outstanding leader, and such

a good athlete. Although he
lived most of his adult life in
Illinois as a successful busi-
nessman, we remember how
he liked to return to Eads,
especially at Kiowa County
Fair time, to have a great time
camping and visiting with his
siblings, most of whom all
returned for a reunion during
the fair.

Jack Johnson's family re-
turned to Kit Carson last
weekend to have a burial for
their father and relative. We
surely do miss him sitting
in his usual pew at Trini-
ty Lutheran, and his weekly
column he had in the Kiowa
County Press.

Ron Mannering of Lamar's
Family Grace Church Center
was our guest Pastor at Weis-
brod Home in Eads last Sun-
day. His message is always a
blessing.

We often see hospice ser-
vice nurses in our town who
come to facilities and homes
to give medical service and
comfort to so many people
and families. They come from
the Lamar area.

Since school began, we like
getting to know Kara Wilson
of Sheridan Lake, who is a se-
nior at Eads High School. She
comes at least once a week
to observe and assist around
Weishrod because she would
like to have a career in the
medical field. What a good

Happy Harvest!
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This is what the Lord said
about the punishment of
Judah. “Because they
have despised the law of
the Lord, and have not
kept His commandments.
Their lies led them
astray...”

Amos 2:4

way to help youth make fi-
nal decisions about their fu-
ture studies and educational
training.

The Chamber of Commerce
leaders have given plaques to
the worthy persons who have
been chosen to be our parade
marshals. They are Chad and
Beth Bell, the “Citizens of the
Year," and Ken Flory, the “Vol-
unteer of the Year” Beth is
the CEO of Weisbrod Health,
the long-term care unit, and
clinic, and teams with the new
addition of the Prairie Pines
Assisted Living Community on
the south side of Eads. She is
also a volleyball coach for the
Eads junior high team, and a
mother of two young boys.
Her husband, Chad, owns the
Muscle Farm Gym on Maine
Street, plus he buys, remod-
els, and rent homes, and has
electrical skills.

Invenergy

Learn More —

AST for KIOWA

OUNTY

‘Sept 2, 2025 - Sept 08, 2025 4"DAY FORE
L 8:00 a.m. reading for the previous 24 hours |
| Date High Low Precip Snow

02 '8 53 0.02 0.00

03 88 57 0.00 0.00

04 91 56 0.00 0.00 [y

05 51 0.00 0.00 [
Y06 554(48 ] 0.33 0.00

07 ~90° 55 0.00 0.00

08 79 54 0.00 0.00

Last Year High/Low: .. . 93/51 Snow ('24/°25)

Sept Precip. (24I’25) ... 04I 33 Month:..
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AGRICULTURE

USDA UPDATE

Kiowa/Cheyenne County
USDA Service Center Staff

TEMPORARY FSA POSI-
TIONS AVAILABLE

FSA is looking for tempo-
rary office assistance to help
deliver ‘The American Relief
Act of 2025, which was signed
into law on Dec. 21, 2024 and
provided USDA with more
than $30 billion to deliver
disaster recovery assistance
for farmers and livestock
producers. This position will
help support the implemen-
tation of the Emergency Live-
stock Relief Program and the
Supplemental Disaster Relief
Program which will provide
assistance to producers for
necessary expenses due to
losses due to weather related
events in 2023 and 2024.

Applicants who are inter-
ested can submit a resume
or an FSA-675, employment
application which are avail-
able at any Service Center or
online.

The following counties are
looking to hire temporary em-
ployees:

Cheyenne County USDA
Service Center: Resume or
FSA-675 application can be
submitted to 215 N 1st W, PO
Box 850, Cheyenne Wells, CO
80810 or emailed to Dawna
Weirich, Acting CED @ dawna.

weirich@usda.gov

Kit Carson County USDA
Service Center. Resume or
FSA-675 application can be
submitted to 138 S 14th St,
Burlington, CO 80807 or
emailed to Mindy Neve, CED

@ mindy.neve@usda.gov

Prowers County USDA Ser-
vice Center: Resume or FSA-
675 application can be sub-
mitted to 1501 S Main Ste. A,
Lamar, CO 81052 or emailed
to Hallie Barlow, CED @ hal-

lie.barlow@usda.gov

Register for CCA's Mid-Winter Conference

Registration is now open
for the Colorado Cattlemen'’s
Association’s (CCA) Mid-Win-
ter Conference, which will be
held on November 10th and
11th at the Denver Marriott
West Hotel in Golden, CO. We
have adjusted our conference
from January to November so
make sure to add this new
date to your calendar.

The Mid-Winter Conference
will kick off on November
10th with CCA’'s Board of Di-
rectors meeting, as well as a
meeting for Colorado Cattle-
Women. Following the meet-
ings, CCA will start the first of
three rounds of steering com-
mittee meetings. The evening
will conclude with the CCA
President's Reception, where
all conference attendees and
vendors are welcome to net-
work and mingle.

Tuesday, November 11th,
will be a full day, starting with
CCA's remaining rounds of
steering committee meetings
in the morning - facilitating
important discussions about
topics and issues affecting ev-
ery aspect of Colorado’s beef
industry. During Tuesday's
lunch, CCA will host its busi-
ness meeting and recognize
several award winners. On
Tuesday afternoon, CCA will
host a legislative panel where
members have the opportu-
nity to engage directly with
elected officials to discuss
relevant industry priorities.
Then attendees are invited
to stay for the 1867 reception
and banquet that evening
where we will celebrate award
winners and enjoy connecting
with our industry friends and
colleagues.

KANSAS CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION

For the week ending Sep-
tember 7, 2025, there were 4.6
days suitable for fieldwork,
according to the USDA's Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics
Service. Topsoil moisture
supplies rated 3% very short,
16% short, 68% adequate, and
13% surplus. Subsoil moisture

. supplies rated 6% very short,

20% short, 65% adequate,

and 9% surplus.

Field Crops Report: Winter
wheat planted was 1%, near
4% last year and 2% for the
five-year average.

Corn condition rated 3%
very poor, 9% poor, 25% fair,
45% good, and 18% excellent.
Corn dented was 85%, near
86% last year and 83% aver-
age. Mature was 44%, behind

JUST LISTED

CHEYENNE COUNTY, COLORADO

680+ AC CROPLAND

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
SECTION 28-12-42

- Hometown Gas & Grill

CROPS: Buyer will receive landlord's
173" share of 20126 wheal crop.

MINERAL RIGHTS: Al of Seller's
interest in mineral goes to the Buyer.

CORY BUSSE, Listing Agent

,_‘—r —-
el 1

if

719-438-2206

i a L & |' ! 2
309 Wansted St Hot Dogs - Sandwiches - Pizza Oven - Iceé'r.gaﬁ"'-
Pop - Chips & Snacks - Candy - Dining Area

https://www.facebook.com/Hometown-Gas-Grill-1827749380800315/

cate

Eads, CO

Eads Consumers Supply
We have: Propane - Batteries (Marine/Car) - Qil -
Tires & Tubes - Feed - Bulk Fuel -We can: Fix truck tires
Service jobs - Brakes - On-the-road tire repair

719-438-2201 500 15th St
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FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.

%
f

PO BOX 547 « COLBY, KS 67701

] 800-247-7863
DONALD L. HAZLETT, Broker
www.farmandranchrealty.com

“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it's as good as SOLD!"[iZ]

To register, please visit the
CCA website or call the CCA
office at 303-431-6422. CCA
also has a discounted room
block at the Denver Marriott
West Hotel for our conference
attendees. For more informa-
tion on the conference, visit
www.coloradocattle.org/
mid-winter-conference.

Thanks to the sponsors
who have already signed on
to support CCA and its mem-
bers!" Sponsorship opportu-
nities are available as well as
opportunities to connect with
beef producers and industry
leaders. Don't hesitate to get
in touch with the CCA office at
info@coloradocattle.org, for
more information about the
best ways to showcase your
business while supporting
CCA.

52% last year, but near 42%
average. Harvested was 2%,
behind 13% last year and 11%
average.

Soybean condition rated
1% very poor, 5% poor, 25%
fair, 56% good, and 13% excel-
lent. Soybeans setting pods
was 92%, equal to last year,
and near 91% average. Drop-
ping leaves was 14%, behind
21% both last year and aver-
age.

Sorghum condition rated
3% very poor, 7% poor, 25%
fair, 47% good, and 18% ex-
cellent. Sorghum headed was
96%, equal to last year, and
near 95% average. Coloring
was 63%, near 65% last year,
and equal to average. Mature
was 23%, near 21% last year,
and ahead of 13% average.
Harvested was 2%, equal to
last year, and near 1% aver-
age.

Cotton condition rated 0%
very poor, 7% poor, 24% fair,
47% good, and 22% excellent.
Cotton bolls opening was
17%, well behind 43% last
year, and behind 35% average.

Pasture and Range Report:
Pasture and range conditions
rated 4% very poor, 10% poor,
27% fair, 50% good, and 9%
excellent.

Data for this news release were pro-
vided at the county level by USDA Farm
Service Agency, KSU Extension Service,
and other reporters across the State.
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KiowA COUNTY FAIR EVENTS

By . ol N } P |

KIOWA COUNTY KIOWA COUNTY
AG OLYMPICS PUNCHY PLAYGROUND

SEPTEMBER 11th - 13'", 2025 SEPTEMBER 11th - 13", 2025

11:00 AM -5:00 PM 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS | EADS, COLORADO KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS | EADS, COLORADO

AGES 6 & UNDER
September 11th: Reglstrat)on&?ractlce RunS* Age Groups: WITH PARENT OR RESPONSIBLE ADULT (OVER 18)
Septemben,léth Roug\d 1 COmpetltlons +1st-3rd . — FREE ADM[SSION
Septembenqcath Fmal COmpetltmns & Prizes 3 f ' 4th - 6th el s TSl :
: L - R

—.... FREE ro ENTER .

Great Fun for Everyone!!
A Parent or Responsible Adult (over 18) must be present when children 6 & under are in the Playground M

™

" KowAcooNTY |
FAIR & RODED CONCERT
FEATURING:

CHAD BROCK & HUGH PHILLIPS

SEPTEMBER 12th, 2025
FOLLOWING THE RANCH RODEO
KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS | EADS, COLORADO

CHAD BROCK

2000 Academy of Country Music Awards Nominee for Top
New Male Vocalist and Vocal Event of the Year for ‘A
Country Boy Can Survive’ with George Jones & Hank
Williams Jr.

‘Ordinary Life’ peaked at number #3 on Billboard’s Hot
Country Songs.

‘Lightning Does the Work’ hit number #19 on Billboard’s
Hot Country Songs.

Kll]WA COUNTY HORSE RACES

EADS, COLORADD
Y, SEPFTEMBER 13™, 2025

‘Yes’ the title track to Brock’s second album release went
to #1 on Billboard’s Hot Country Songs.

HUGH PHILLIPS

Colorado Playlist 2021 Listener Poll Nominee for Best
New Artist/Band, Best New Male Vocalist, & Best New
Americana/Country Song [Hi-Ways] .

'It's Been a Long Time' hit #1 in Colorado & # 2 on the Top
50 Global Country Charts during its release cycle.

'Boys That's a Cowgirl' landed at #3 on Country Radio Lo : BUCIG.ES 10 HIGH FOINT JOCKEY & TRAIER
after only 12 weeks!

FREE ADMISSION ’ ‘L
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ACROSS COLORADO
More Colorado voters opting to register unaffiliated in 2025

LinDSEY TOOMER

(Colorado Newsline)

The number of active vot-
ers in Colorado has grown by
just under 50,000 between
January and July of this year,
but more voters are opting to
be unaffiliated than register
as a Republican or Democrat.

A recent analysis from the
New York Times found that
Democratic voter registration
declined in every state be-
tween 2020 and 2024, while in
many of those states Republi-
can registrations grew. In Col-
orado — where a voter does
not need to be registered
with a party to vote in primary
elections — both parties have
seen further reductions since
the start of 2025.

Both parties saw reduc-
tions of total membership
in the state of less than 1
percent, but the number of
Democratic party voters de-
clined slightly more than
Republican voters. Unaffiliat-
ed voter registration across
Colorado grew by 3.1 percent,
while Democratic registra-
tion dropped by 0.9 percent
and Republican registration
dropped by 0.77 percent.

The vast majority of voters
who are registering for the
first time or updating their
registration do so through
automatic voter registration

at the Division of Motor Ve-
hicles, according to Aly Belk-

nap, executive director of
Common Cause Colorado, a
pro-democracy organization
with branches in about two
dozen states. People who
register through the DMV are
automatically registered un-
affiliated, but Belknap said
voters are able to update that
to join a party.

Belknap said voters opting
to be unaffiliated aligns with
“a trend we've seen steadily
over the last decade” after
Colorado opened up its pri-
maries. Over the last three
presidential election cycles,
the national approval ratings
of the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties have reached
“historic lows,” she said.

“I think that's really a
driving force for many Col-

oradans, as well as many
Americans because this is a
trend that we're now seeing
nationally, even in states with
closed primaries,” Belknap
said. “This is | think a driving
reason why folks are moving
away and deciding to register
unaffiliated and forge a path
on leading with the issues
that matter mostly to them
and choosing the candidates
accordingly.”

Voters' trust in government
is also at a historic low, Belk-
nap said, which affects peo-
ples’ willingness to engage
with democracy and elec-
tions.

Unaffiliated voter registra-
tions have been steadily on
the rise since November and
peaked at 2,029,337 in July,
growing by more than 60,000
voters since the start of the

year.

Immediately after the No-
vember election, Republicans
saw a slight uptick in regis-
trations in Colorado between
the end of November and
December, but the number of
voters affiliated with the par-
ty have slowly declined each
month since. The number of
voters registered as Repub-
lican hit a high of 943,564 in
December and have dropped
t0 936,002 by the end of July.

The Colorado Republican
Party did not respond to a
Newsline request for com-
ment.

Consistent across congres-
sional districts

The Democratic Party’s high
since the November election
was at the end of November,
when 1,050,789 Colorado vot-
ers were registered with the
party. Democratic registra-
tions dropped to 1,036,115 in
July after gradually declining
each month since.

Voters across the country
“are feeling disillusioned
and apathetic,” according to
Andrew Nicla, Colorado Dem-
ocratic Party communica-
tions director, and “the toxic
national discourse has left
many questioning whether
either party is truly fighting
for them.”

“These voter registration
numbers are a snapshot, not

Colorado voters to decide on funding for school meal program

ERIC GALATAS
(Colorado News Connection)

This November, Colorado
voters will decide whether
people earning more than
$300,000 a year should pay
more to ensure that the
state’s Healthy School Meals
fcar All program is fully fund-
ed.

The program serves 6,000
meals each day, significantly
more than what was expected
when it was passed by voters
in 2022.

Ana Bustamante, Colorado
state manager with the Save
the Children Action Network,
said it's hard for anyone to
be productive on an empty
stomach, and school meals
are the most nutritious food

A6

many kids get all day.

“We know that that leads
to kids learning better,” said
Bustamante, “having better
participation at school, less
behavioral issues, improved
grades, stronger graduation
rates.

If voters approve Propo-
sition LL on the November
ballot, the state will be able
to keep tax revenue already
collected for the program.
Proposition MM, which would
increase taxes for about 6
percent of Colorado’s top
earners, was recently amend-
ed in a special legislative ses-
sion.

It will also allow the state
to use any overflow tax rev-
enue to soften the blow of
cuts to the Supplemental

KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

Nutrition Assistance Program
food assistance under the
Trump administration’s One
Big Beautiful Bill Act. People
earning over $300,000 per
year received permanent fed-
eral tax cuts in the same bill.

Roy Chrobocinski, man-
aging director of federal do-
mestic policy with Save the
Children’s national office,
said 14 million children living
in households with incomes
below the poverty line don't
know where their next meal
will come from.

He said programs like
Healthy School Meals for All
can be a lifeline for families.

“We've seen food inse-
curity rise for three straight
years,” said Chrobocinski.
“Right now, across the U.S.,

about 47 million people - in-
cluding one in five children
- don't have access to ade-
quate food.”

Eight in ten Coloradans
across party lines_support
Healthy School Meals for All.
Bustamante said the pro-
gram also helps strengthen
the state’s food system by
dedicating funds for schools
to buy fresh, healthy food
directly from local producers.

“Not only are we support-
ing the schools,” said Busta-
mante, “we are also strength-
ening our local economy by
getting food directly from
Colorado farmers and ranch-
ers.”

a sealed fate. Colorado Dem-
ocrats didn’t blow a $1.2 bil-
lion hole in our state budget
or cut health care and food
assistance for working fam-
ilies,” Nicla said, referencing
the federal tax and spending
bill's effect on Colorado’s
budget. “There is a clear con-
trast between our vision, and
the damage done by Colorado
Republicans in Congress and
in our state.”

Party affiliations are con-
sistent across Colorado’s
eight congressional districts,
too.

In Colorado’s battleground
8th Congressional District,
where Republican U.S. Rep-
resentative Gabe Evans de-
feated former Democratic U.S.
Representative Yadira Car-
aveo by less than a full per-
centage point, the number of
Democratic-affiliated voters
has decreased more than the
number of Republican-affili-
ated voters has: Between Jan-
uary and July, the district has
seen a 0.06 percent reduction
in registered Republican vot-
ers compared to a 0.33 per-
cent reduction in registered
Democratic voters.

A priority over the next 10-
15 years will be to implement
automatic voter registration
through Medicaid, Belknap
said, meaning people seeking
Medicaid in Colorado would
“have the same benefit as
folks who are getting a driv-
er's license.” The Colorado
Legislature approved a bill
that would have implement-
ed that process in 2019, but
the federal government has
not made the changes need-
ed to allow it.

While political parties and
candidates may not be en-
gaging with voters as much
during an off year, Belknap
said nonpartisan voter regis-
tration organizations are still
out within the community
registering voters, but not
pushing for any particular
party. She would “love to see
the voter registration num-
bers continue to increase”
going into 2026 when there
are more local and national
elections on the ballot, both
in the spring and fall, she
said.



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/20/us/politics/democratic-party-voter-registration-crisis.html
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/26/colorado-special-session-2025/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/26/colorado-special-session-2025/
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-235
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_2025-2026%20hb25-1274%20section%202v1.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_2025-2026%20hb25-1274%20section%202v1.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_2025-2026%20hb25-1274%20section%203v1.pdf
https://hungerfreecolorado.org/support-hsma/
https://hungerfreecolorado.org/support-hsma/
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Liberal groups pitch graduated income tax for Colorado’s 2026 ballot

SARA WiLsON

(Colorado Newsline)

A coalition of liberal groups
in Colorado want to ask voters
in 2026 whether higher earn-
ers in the state should pay
more in income taxes to raise
billions more in revenue.

The group, dubbed Protect
Colorado’s  Future, submit-
ted ballot measure language
Wednesday for a constitu-
tional amendment that would
raise the income tax rate for
Coloradans making at least
$500,000.

“A graduated income tax
is just common sense: 98
percent of us get a tax cut,
and the folks doing really
well chip in a fair share to
keep our schools strong, our
healthcare system solid, and
our communities thriving.
That's how we build a Col-
orado where everyone gets
ahead, not just the lucky few,”
Kathy White, executive di-
rector of the Colorado Fiscal
Institute, said in a statement.

Colorado’s income tax is
currently at 4.4 percent. The
measure would bump that
rate to 4.6 percent for people
making at least $600,000 and
increase it as people earn
more, to a 9.2 percent rate
for people making at least
$10 million per year. People
earning less than $250,000
per year would see a slight
income tax reduction.

The proposal is what's
known as a graduated income
tax rate, in which people pay
a higher percentage as their
income increases. Twen-
ty-seven states and Washing-
ton D.C. use a similar system.
Colorado is one of 14 states
with a flat income tax.

Colorado is also subject to
the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights,
which caps annual state
spending according to infla-
tion and population growth.
Colorado can retain and
spend tax revenue only up to
that limit, even if it collects
more and even if costs for
government services balloon.

The cruel cuts to health-
care and the absurd corpo-
rate tax giveaways in the fed-
eral budget bill have pushed
Colorado over the edge, and
only the voters of Colorado
have the power to make the

wealthy pay their fair share
and restore funding to critical
state priorities.

“For more than three de-
cades, an upside-down tax
code has hurt Colorado’s
schools, health care, child-
care and the environment,’
said Chris deGruy Kennedy,
head of the left-leaning Bell

Policy Center. “The cruel cuts
to healthcare and the absurd
corporate tax giveaways in
the federal budget bill have
pushed Colorado over the
edge, and only the voters of
Colorado have the power to
make the wealthy pay their
fair share and restore funding
to critical state priorities.”

The recent federal spend-
ing cut and tax break bill
slashed Colorado’s expected
tax revenue for the current
fiscal year by about $1.2 bil-
lion and will increase the
state’s financial obligation
for Medicaid and nutrition
assistance programs in future
years.

The groups behind the pro-
posal include the Bell Policy
Center, the Colorado Fiscal
Institute, the Colorado Chil-
dren’s Campaign, the Colora-
do Center on Law and Policy,
New Era Colorado, Great Edu-
cation Colorado, the Colora-
do Statewide Parents Coali-
tion, the Colorado Consumer
Health Initiative, the Blue-
print to End Hunger, Colorado
Counties and Commissioners
Acting Together, the Colora-
do Cross-Disability Coalition,
and the Colorado Organiza-
tion for Latina Opportunity
and Reproductive Rights.

To place the constitutional
amendment on the ballot, the
coalition would need to get at
least 125,000 petition signa-
tures, including from at least
2 percent of the voters in each
of the state’s 35 state Senate
districts.

Conservative activists are
pursuing other ballot mea-
sures that would cut the
income tax rate across the
board. Voters approved rate
cuts in 2020 and 2022.

Colorado orders pharmacies, insurers to maintain broad access to COVID-19 vaccines

CHASE WOODRUFF
(Colorado Newsline)

A public health order
issued by state officials
Wednesday aims to ensure
updated COVID-19 vaccines
remain widely available for
Coloradans amid efforts by
President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration to limit access to
certain groups.

The order, signed by Col-
orado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment
director Jill Hunsaker Ryan,
criticizes  the  “confusion
and uncertainty” caused by
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s August 27 move to
restrict access to the latest
COVID-19 vaccines to those
aged 65 or older or at higher
risk of severe disease. The
CDPHE order directs multiple
state agencies to take steps
to maintain broad access
to vaccination, including by
requiring insurers to cover
the vaccines and instructing
pharmacists to provide them
without a doctor’s prescrip-

tion.

“I'm taking action to ensure
that Coloradans who want to
can easily and convenient-
ly get the safe and effective
updated COVID vaccine, along
with the flu vaccine, this fall
without having to go to a doc-
tor first,” Governor Jared Polis
said in a statement. “Starting
this Friday, the COVID-19 vac-
cine should be available to
those who choose at many
local pharmacies.”’

More than 4,500 Colora-
dans have been hospitalized
due to COVID-19 over the last
1 months, CDPHE officials
said.

Pursuant to the CDPHE di-
rective, Colorado’s chief med-
ical officer, Dr. Ned Calonge,
issued a standing order that
will “serve as a prescription
for eligible Coloradans to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccine.
Those eligible include anyone
between the ages of 5 and 64
who “desire their protection
from COVID-19" and young
children “whose parent or
guardian desires their protec-

tion from COVID-19," even if
they do not belong to a high-
risk group.

That significantly expands
the eligibility limits set by
the FDA's Aug. 27 approval
of four new vaccine formu-
lations, which were directed
by top Trump administration
officials over the objections
of agency scientists, The New
York Times reported. The
move comes amid a broad
assault on the federal public
health establishment led by
Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr, who has spent decades
spreading  misinformation
and conspiracy theories
about vaccines and other
health issues.

Amid the unprecedented
upheaval at federal health
agencies — including the
recent resignations of four
senior officials at Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the firing of the
agency's director — the states
of California, Oregon and
Washington announced this

KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

week that they will form a
“health alliance” to make
recommendations on vac-
cines. A group of northeast-
ern states are considering a
similar move.

Polis has faced criticism for
his own history of opposition
to vaccine mandates, and for
voicing his support last year
for Kennedy's appointment
to lead HHS. But he called the
administration’s new vaccine
limits “ridiculous.”

“These effective vaccines
are available at many local
pharmacies and supermar-
kets, and | encourage my
fellow Coloradans to join me
in getting protected,” Polis
said. “Colorado is committed
to empowering individuals to
make choices to protect their
own health and safety.’

The State Board of Pharma-
cy will convene an emergency
meeting Friday to consider
draft rules formalizing the re-
quirements in CDPHE's order.
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https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/04/repub/fourth-of-july-trump-signs-bill/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/07/04/repub/fourth-of-july-trump-signs-bill/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sNIVUUVsVY0-YIphl_WwUj64810AXQSJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i2pi-yQMVhKHyuYEcp-QxgkuYh6_zRSb/view
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/03/health/fda-covid-vaccines-rfk-jr.html
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/28/repub/senate-health-cdc-tumult/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/28/repub/senate-health-cdc-tumult/
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/09/03/repub/oregon-washington-california-form-vaccine-alliance-while-florida-tries-to-ban-mandates/
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/09/03/repub/oregon-washington-california-form-vaccine-alliance-while-florida-tries-to-ban-mandates/
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/northeastern-states-consider-regional-approach-to-vaccine-guidance-after-cdc-changes/3795702/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/03/05/colorado-is-not-immune-to-anti-vaccine-sentiment/
https://www.cpr.org/2024/11/14/polis-receives-pushback-robert-f-kennedy-jr-endorsement/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wk9n_qynBplxvX0Pw1rjJYYbtVPxSDlq/edit
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Southeast Colorado high school football schedule - September  Lamar High School boys soccer schedule -
18-20, 2025 September 12-27, 2025
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. 3-4 Non-Conference 3-5 @ #10 La Junta 5-2
CLASS 1A Carson 1-5 Trail 0-4 . e Southeast Colorado1-0 e #21Burlington 2-4 @
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SOUTHEAST COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCORES

Southeast Colorado High School Foothall Scores September 4-6

[ 6-MAN ] | SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 6 | ll;lclzslAnirgas 11-00%) ?%ys@f))r’l;ngl]lcgrifﬁan Academy [ CLASS 2-A ]
alsenburg 1-0 Non- - olly 0-1 Non-
Bethune 0-1 @ Cotopaxi 0-1  Conference Conference
Non-Conference e Las Animas 51 e Dayspring Christian " FRIDAY SEPTEMBER5 |
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 4 [ Bethune 40 e Walsenburg 0 Academy 44 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 5
Stratton 1-0 @ Genoa-Hugo * ) Cotopaxi 26 Merino 1-0 @ McClave 2-0 * Holly0 Sterling 1-0 @ #15 Lamar 1-0
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e Stratton 52 0-1 e Merino 6 - e Sterling 13
e (Genoa-Hugo 6 e Wiley0 e McClave 42 [ CLASS 1-A ] e Lamar21
TINEGEEIE ¢ Chevenne Wells 52 Swink 0-1 @ Sanford 1-0 SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 6
] Cheraw 0-2 @ Flagler 1-0 Non-Conference FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 5 )
Mountain Valley 0-0 @ Walsh Non-Conference e Swink7 #17 La Junta 1-0 @ Mitchell
1-0 I\’(/t‘m-anfe\r/erlrlce : ° Elherlaw 284 e Sanford 56 #1 L(ijmon 1-0 @ #17 Flaftirons 0-1 I\Il.onl-Cotnfle;aence
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Southeast Colorado high school volleyball scores - September
1-6, 2025
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R E w A R D e Crowley County 3 Springfield 1-2 @ Holly 2-1
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 DA A ° Spﬂ“gﬁe“ 3
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- Z . South Baca 0 Continued on page A111
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SOUTHEAST COLORADO HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCORES

Southeast Colorado high school softball scores - September 2-6, 2025

[ CLASS 3A ]

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

(4A) #4 Widefield @ #19
Rocky Ford

o Widefield 13

e Rocky Ford 1

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2025

#23 Platte Valley 4-3 vs Limon
1-7 Tournament

o Platte Valley 14

e Limon7

#20 Rocky Ford 2-6 vs #3
Wellington 4-1 tournament
® Rocky Ford 3

o Wellington 6

Limon 1-7 vs #5 Brush 5-1
Tournament

e Limon2

e Brush12

VOLLEYBALL SCORES
Continuted from A10

#9 Otis 3-2 @ #12 Hi-Plains
4-0

e Otis3

e Hi-Plains 2

#20 Idalia 1-3 @#3 McClave
6-0

e |dalia0

e McClave3

[ cassa |

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

#5 Swink @ Crowley County
e Swink3
e Crowley County 0

(3A) Strasburg @ Limon
e Strashurg3
e Limon1

#2 Rye @ #23 Las Animas
e Rye3
e LasAnimas0

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

#17 Swallows Charter

Academy 3-0 @ #5 Swink 3-1

e Swallows Charter Acade-
my 0

e Swink3

#13 Lamar 3-4 vs (4A) Falcon  Burlington 2-4 vs #22
2-3 Tournament Florence 2-1 Tournament
e Lamar8 e Burlington 0

e Falcon 4 o Florence 1
#1Eaton 7-1 @ #11 Southeast  #15 La Junta 5-2 vs Sand

Creek 1-2 Tournament
e Lajuntaml
e Sand Creek &4

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

#23 Platte Valley 4-3 @ #20
Rocky Ford 2-6

e Platte Valley 4

e Rocky Ford 14

Colorado 1-0 Non-Conference
e Eaton7
e Southeast Colorado 1

#13 Lamar 3-4 vs (4A) #24
Pueblo East 4-2 Tournament
e Lamar6

e Pueblo East 5

(4A) #8 Cheyenne Mountain

3-1vs #10 La Junta 5-2
Tournament (4A) Pomana 1-3 vs #11
e Cheyenne Mountain4  Southeast Colorado 1-0
e lajunta1 Tournament

e Pomona 8

#20 Rocky Ford 2-6 vs #5
Brush 5-1 Tournament
e Rocky Ford 1

e Southeast Colorado 18
#11 Southeast Colorado 1-0

e Brush16 vs #8 Strasburg 6-2
Tournament
e Southeast Colorado 22
e Strasburg 12

Rocky Ford 1-3 @ Fowler 1-2

e Rocky Ford 0

o Fowler3

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

#5 Swink 3-1 @ Sanford 3-0
e Swink0
e Sanford 3

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Crowley County 0-2 @ #17

Charter Academy 3-0

e Crowley County 0

e Swallows Charter Acad-
emy3

[ anss:a |

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

(2A) #19 Hoehne @ (3A) La
Junts

e Hoehne3

e lajuntal

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Lamar 1-1 @ (2A) Rye 4-0
e lamar1
e Rye3

Limon 1-7 vs #21 Burlington
2-4 Tournament

e Limon38

e Burlington9

Bayard NE 0-3 vs Limon 1-7
Tournament

e Bayard8

e Limonk

Holyoke 1-6 vs Burlington 2-4
Tournament

e Holyoke 9

e Burlington 17

#13 Lamar vs (4A) #12 Pueblo
County Tournament

e lamar1

e Pueblo County 4

(4A) Mesa Ridge vs #15 La
Junta Tournament

e Mesa Ridge 4

e lajunta?

#13 Lamar vs #12 Alamosa
Tournament

e Lamar8

e Alamosa 1

PLAYING WITH
FIDGET TOYS

Whether it's a fidget
spinner, putty, or a simple

clicker, keeping your hands
engaged can help redirect
stress and reduce cravings.

For more information about FREE resources
to help you quit tobacco or nicoting, contact
your lecal health department or ¢call the

Colorado QuitLine 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

Your Best Value!
Electronic
Subscriptions

Just $24 per year -
only 46¢ per week!

Delivered by email with a
special bonus section
exclusively for electronic
subscribers, and
readable on most smart
phones and tablets

Email

editor@KiowaCountyPress.net
today to subscribe!
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OBITUARY

Austin  Lucio  Gonzales
was born January 18, 1982, in
Springfield to Shellie Spell
Engelhardt and Jeffery Gon-
zales. Austin passed away Au-
gust 14, 2025, at the age of 43.

He will always be remem-
bered for his contagious
laugh, one-of-a-kind nick-
names, signature sayings and
pranks. Austin was a tough
man, yet underneath that
toughness was a soft teddy
bear side that he showed

In Memory

Austin
Lucio
Gonzales

January 18, 1982
August 14, 2025

for his family and friends.
He lived for his family. It was
a life of authenticity, pur-
pose, joy, and teaching those
around him the values of hard
work, honesty, and living ful-
ly. Austin was larger than life:
fun, intense, unforgettable,
and most of all, loyal to those
he loved.

Austin came into this world
making a statement by be-
ing the largest baby born in
Springfield. He graduated

from Springfield High School
in 2000. His time in high
school was one of sports and
friends where he participated
in foothall, basketball, and
racing.

In 2000, he went off to col-
lege to pursue auto mechan-
ics in Sterling at Northeastern
Junior College. This was a
passion handed down to him
from his Dad and Grandpa
Turkeybutt.

After college, he moved to
Denver. Here he met the love
of his life, Melanie Kaye Kle-
ber. After dating for two years,
they married September 29,
2007. To this loving union they
welcomed their sons, Easton
Cole July 16, 2013, and Bro-
dy Cash October 2, 2024. His
family was his pride and joy.
To know Austin was to know
his devotion to his wife and

his boys. There was never any
doubt that he would move
mountains if demanded so by
them.

Marriage and fatherhood
were highlighted by many
joys. Their time was spent
on the baseball field where
he helped coach his son, and
then they spent late nights
in their garage working on
his red truck and their dirt
bikes. Austin was more than
happy to pass on his love for
all things gasoline and diesel,
and most importantly his red
truck, to his boys or anyone
who would listen. If you did
not find Austin in his garage,
he might have been teach-
ing Easton the ropes on the
towing job site, hunting for
Bigfoot, watching something
Superman, or enjoying fishing
and shooting with the whole
family.

NCMEC Releases New Age-Progressed Image of Christopher Abeyta at CrimeCon 2025

The National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children
(NCMEC) is in Denver this
weekend for CrimeCon 2025,
bringing national attention to
cases of missing children. To-
day, alongside the Colorado
Springs Police Department,
NCMEC is unveiling a newly
created age-progressed im-
age of Christopher Abeyta,

who was abducted from his
crib in his family’s home on
July 15, 1986.

This new age progression
image reveals a glimpse of
what Christopher may look
like today at 39 years old,
nearly four decades after
he was stolen from his fam-
ily at seven months old. Age

When you or a loved one are feeling...

Strassed, anxious,
averwhelmed

Hopeless

SUICIDE & CRISIS

LIFELINE
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progression is a critical tool
created by forensic artists at
NCMEC to help generate leads
for investigators in long-term
missing child cases

The family tells NCMEC,
“For nearly four decades, our
family has worked tirelessly
to keep Christopher’s story in
the public eye. We hope this
new image will reach some-
one who can help us find the
truth about what happened
to him, and, if he is alive,
that someone will recognize
him. We pray every day that
one piece of information will
come in that can finally give
our family the answers we
have been searching for all
these years.”

“We are committed to
searching for answers in the
case of Christopher Abeyta,
“says the Colorado Springs
Police Department. “The case
remains open, and detectives
with the CSPD Cold Case Unit
continue to pursue leads and
conduct investigative fol-
low-up."

Christopher’s Case

e Date Missing: July 15,1986

® Location: Colorado

Springs, Colorado

e Age at Disappearance: 7
months old

o Current Age: 39 years old
e Distinguishing Features at
Time of Disappearance: Blue
eyes, light brown hair

CrimeCon is being held at
the Gaylord Rockies Resort in

Austin is survived by his
beautiful loving wife, Mela-
nie; sons; Easton and Brody;
mother, Shellie and David
Engelhardt; father, Jeffery
and Laurie Gonzales; brother,
Rhian and Shayla Gonzales;
nieces, Julianna, Quinn, and
Tilly; brother, Keagan and
Kayla Gonzales; nephew, Kan-
yon; Melanie’s family, who he
always considered his own
parents, Phil and Dixie Kle-
ber; sister, Dawn and Marcus
Macias; nephew, Colin and
Millie Miller and family; neph-
ew, Kyle and Tabby Miller and
family; brother, David Kleber
and Jered; several aunts and
uncles; extended family; and
many friends.

A Go Fund Me page for Aus-
tin’s family has been setup at
http://gofundme.com/f/
support-for-austin-gonza-
les-family-whv77

Denver, Colorado, and draws
thousands of attendees from
around the world. The immer-
sive, three-day experience
features the latest investi-
gative techniques, case up-
dates, and content creators
who bring these stories to
life. CrimeCon’s mission is to
foster education, advocacy,
and awareness for survivors
and families impacted by
crime.

If you have any information
about Christopher Abeyta’s
disappearance or current
whereabouts, please contact
the National Center for Miss-
ing & Exploited Children at
1-800-THE-LOST  (1-800-843-
5678) or the Colorado Springs
Police Department at 719-444-
7000.

_ Christopher Abeyta’s miss-
ing poster:  https://www.

missingkids.org/poster/

NCMC/600552/1

Photo Christopher Abeyta
age progressed to 39 vyears
old. Courtesy of NCMEC
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TIMES PAST

Limon Leader

September 2, 2025, the
Limon Leader notified
the Kiowa County Press
that the Leader would be
closing its doors by the
end of the year.

This is sad news and espe-
cially for those of us on the
plains of Colorado. We know
there are a number of people
who relied on printed paper

for their news and entertain-
ment.

Several printed weekly
newspapers on the eastern
plains have stopped printing
In recent years. For most it's
not because they want to, but
economics has forced them to
quit. The cost of printing has
gone up along with wages.
Technology has played a part
also. You can go online and

THE WAY IT WAS

The Life & Times of Ernest W. Hammer
Second Time Around

by Ernest Hammer

A Story about one old flat-
bed Ford

My Dad wanted a flat bed
truck to haul livestock, grain,
or various items around the
ranch to town. | remember
going with my Dad and Moth-
er to pueblo to look for this
trlL(ljck. | was four or five years
0

He found a 1939 green, on
tone, flat bed Ford truck on
a used car lot and he bought
it. It had dual tires on it. He
rigged up a second axle with
single wheels that he at-
tached behind the main axle
so it could haul more weight.
He hauled grain, hay, and cat-
tle with this truck.

| had a real gentle horse
that I called Shorty.

Uncle Gerhart was running
sheep up in the mountains
near Terryall. He had a herd-
er, and he needed a horse for
him. Guess who had a horse.
No one asked me if Uncle Ger-
hart could use Shorty. They
loaded him on the flat bed.
They, Dad and Uncle Gearhart,
tied Shorty in the middle of a
board that went from side to
side behind the cab. There
were no side boards, so they
ran a heavy rope from the top
of the board down to the end
of the flat bed. Uncle Gerhart
hauled Shorty up to Terryall
for his sheepherder to use.

Bonny Cordova was Uncle
Gerhart herder. Bonny was
a great guy and he stayed at
our house many times over
my growing up years.

988

SUICIDE & CRISIS

LIFELINE

get most information free.

In several cases, large cor-
porations have bought the
smaller papers then closed
them because they didn't
draw the revenue the city
newspaper do.

A little of the history about
Lincoln County newspaper
from the Limon Leader site
https://www.thelimon-
leader.com/

Records found in Lincoln
County show many papers
previously published in Hugo
from 1887, including the
Stayer, Hugo Star, Hugo Advo-
cate, Lincoln County Ledger,
which continued later as the

Annual Tri-State

Range Ledger, Hugo Indepen-
dent, the Hugo Times and
the Lincoln County Demo-
crat, which continued as your
Eastern Colorado Plainsman
in 1929.

Papers published in Arri-
ba starting in 1889 included
the Mirror, the Arriba Record
(started by William Hoffman
who is the great-great-grand-
father of the current owners
of the Leader, Michael Hoff-
man and Shalynn Richard-
son), and the Arriba Advocate.

Genoa had the Genoa Sen-
tinel started in 1912, also by
William Hoffman, and the Ge-
noa Guide which only lasted
one year in 1938.

WILLIAM JIMENO

World Trade Center Survivor & Hero

on

LIMON LEADER

The Limon Independent
began in 1898 and was fol-
lowed by the Limon Herald,
the Limon Express, and the
Eastern Colorado Leader,
which combined with the Ge-
noa Sentinel in 1939 and then
became your Limon Leader in
1947.

We are locally owned. Fam-
ily owned. We live here. We
have a long history with the
newspapers in this area.

We combined the Eastern
Colorado Plainsman and the
Limon Leader in July of 2023
to become The Leader, serv-
ing all of Lincoln County.

Tribute Foundation

welcomes

Friday, September 12'" at 7:00 pm
at the Lamar Community Building, 610 W. Sixth Street

Port Authority Law Enforcement Officer William Jimeno will share his stary with the public: Seating is
limited to the first 1,500 attendees.

‘at the 9-11 Tribute Memorial
La bronze sculpture of Officer Jimeno. This will join the

For inquiries, contact Doug Harbour at 719-691-0959

e —

KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

'eﬁﬂmer Stephen Siller, The two statues are presdited ina Faeﬂ'c.f:l_#““

A3


https://www.thelimonleader.com/
https://www.thelimonleader.com/

KiowA COUNTY FAIR EVENTS

=
. ARs M

KIOWA COUNTY

RODEAR WORKING DOG & HORSE COMPETITION

1:00PM

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025
KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
= . EADS COLORADO

GARY WOLLERT (719) 688-1107

SR ANC H%

KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGOUNDS | EADS CO

FRIDAY, SEPT 12", 2025
6 O'CLOCK CHECK-IN | RODEO EVENTS START AT 7PM
FIVE MAN TEAMS (LIMIT 12 TEAMS) | ENTRY FEE $500/TEAM (CASH ONLY)

A MOUNTAIN STATES RANCH RODEO QUALIFIER
‘ - = 24 ‘w!': -
FOR MonemonN com;fc'r (719) 469-1133
sl —ttiee B
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JACKPOT
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025

ENTER AT 6PM ROPE AT 7PM

#13 SLIDE

Enter 6x each way. $40 a man,

1 1/2 seconds up and 1 1/2 down.
No more than é seconds up and
no more than 6 sec off

#10 STRAIGHT

Enter 6x each way.
$40 a man.

PRODUCED BY JW ENTERPRISES INC. 719.449.1133

KIOWA COUNTY
RANCH BRONC RIDING...

w ? :_5 ’\—\ "."_
o\

SEPTEMBER 13thf.;2025
KIOWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS | EADS, COLORADO

$1,ooo Added Money
) =
'v". | |
o ? W
ol ‘,"ﬂ

cALcum 6:00PM (bAsu ONLY)
RIDE STARTS IMMEDlATELY AFTER

W
4

. ol

¥ 5 o



JJ'S RESTAURANT

505 E 15 St Eads CO Open:
Tuesday thru Saturday|
7am-8:30pm 719-438-
2002 Visit our Facebook|

page for specials https:/
www.facebook.com/jjs-

restautant/

CAFE BEAN LLC

6:30 am - 2:00 pm

1300 Maine St. Eads, CO
(719) 688-0030
cafebean@gmail.com

J &J LIQUOR, LLC

1M W 15 St Eads
719-438-5754 OPEN!!
Use drive up Mon-Thur
10-7 Fri-Sat 10-9
CLOSED Sun. We sell
hunting and fishing
licenses. https://www.

facebook.com/jjliqour

WINDMILL SALOON

40549 Hwy 287 Eads, CO
OPEN 5:30 pm
719-438-2226

EADS AUTO SUPPLY

AND HARDWARE LLC

404 E 15 Eads CO If you
have any emergencies
or breakdowns 1 of us
will be around give us a
call.

Hours: M-F: 7:30-5:30
Sat 7:30-12 719-438-2227
eadsautosupply.com/
eadsautosupply@ya-
hoo.com

facebook.com/EadsAu-

toSupply/

BULLER MOBILE TIRE

Office 970-630-7286
or Scheduling 719-
619-5435 email buller-

The history of Kisws County Fzr: qoes back as aarly a8 B8
1906 when & stroot fair wi held in Sheriden Lake
(pictured sbovel, Thit Fair Wsun commemorates the |

roumnabistic part of Kiows County, The wpecial insert |n§

today's Press containg reproductions of some of thi sarly e
nawipapers of the county in the days when homestesdeny

¥ wettlod the westorn plains.  [Photo courtsiy of the Kiows e ———
County Hittoneal SOcialy] ©ash s—————, ! L] 'u'..l B8 No. 37

719 SUPPLY LLC

307 E, 15 St Eads Co

(719)438-2019
accounts@719supply.

servicesllc@gmail.com

com

https://www.bullermo-

biletire.us/

PRAIRIE PINES
ASSISTED LIVING
101 E. Lowell Ave

Eads, CO

(719) 438-2141
https://www.prai-

Auto Service-
Windhield-tire repair
207 W. 15th St Eades,
CO 719-438-5545

KIOWA DRUG

1201 Maine St, Eads,
CO https://www.kiowa-
pharmacy.com/

WE DELIVER! If you
live outside town &‘
need delivery, let us
know. https://www.

facebook.com/Kiowa-

Pharmacy/
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM
- 6:00 PM Saturday: 9:00

AM - 4:00 PM Sun-
day: Closed service@

kiowapharmacy.com
CALL:(719)438-5832%**
***TEXT:(719)212-9141

riepinesassistedliving-
community.com/

https://www.facebook.
com/PrairiePinesAssist-

edLiving

Open Mon-Sat 7am-
6pm
https://www.facebook.

com/719SUPPLYLLC/

GN BANK

1220 Maine St Eads, CO
(719) 438-5331

Please use our drive-th-
ru, ATM, or online bank-
ing services. 8:30am-
4:30pm Mon-Fri For
more information, visit_
gn-bank.com

KIOWA COUNTY
HOSPITAL DISTRICT

1208 Luther St, Eads,
CO (719) 438-5401
Hospital is open 24/7
as is the ER
Clinic Hours: 7:30am
- 6pm Mon-Fri
Saturday: 9:00am -
1:00pm, Sunday: Closed
https://www.kchd.org/

https://www.facebook.

KIOWA COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY

KCPLD New Hours Sat-
Mon CLOSED- Tue-Thu
8-5-Fri 8-4 Call us with
question or for addition-
al details 719-438-5581
Our online databases are

available  24/7  through
our website:. https://kio-

wacounty.colibraries.org/.

Facebook:  https:/www.

facebook.com/Kio-

com/pages/category/Hos-

waCountyPublicLibrary|

pital/Kiowa-Coun-
ty-Hospital-Dis-
trict-123392628338989/

Phone: 719-438-5581
Email: kcpld.eads@gmail.
com

KiowA COUNTY FAIR SPONSORS

KIOWA COUNTY FAIR, RODEO

EIWM LOTNTY PRLSE

ks |

|'|..'"

Sarrimpg Kiaws Cauaty Shece 10K

E 'ms COLORADG amaa 28 Poges

Friday, Septerbar &, 1975

S&K FUEL & REPAIR

Karl & Sarah Eikenberg
719-436-2301

Cell 719-355-5588

403 HWY 96, Haswell, CO
https://www.facebook.
com/people/SK-fuel-and-
repair/100087477955653

SAFFER SPRAY INC

1212 Maine St. Eads CO

719- 438-5347

https://www.facebook.
com/profile.
php?id=100057617642836

CROW’S STOP & SHOP|

1111 Maine St Eads
CO Hours 8:30-5:30
Mon-Fri. Sat 8:30-4:00
Closed Sun 719-438-
5881  https://www.

facebook.com/Crows-
GroceryStore

https://crowsstopand-
shop.com

Town of Eads

8am-4pm Mon-Fri
Can use drop box or pay
with debit card by phone
719-438-5590
Fax: 719-438-5652
townofeads10@gmail.com
Town of Eads- PO Box 8-Eads,
CO 81036
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KIOWA COUNTY ASSESSOR

1305 Goff St Eads CO
719-438-5521
kiowacoassr295@gmail.com

OWA CC Y
ERK & RECORDER

1305 Goff St Eads CO
719-438-5421

KIOWA COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS

1305 Goff St Eads CO
719-438-5810

kiowaco100@gmail.com

KIOWA COUNTY TREASURER

1305 Goff St Eads CO
719-438-5831
omail.

Kiowa County
Emergency Management

719-438-2288 sengelhard-
toem@gmail.com

Kiowa County Sheriff

e 719-438-5411- You
may call our number
anytime.

o If not in the office call
will route to the Bent
County Dispatch. If you
have an emergency call
911

A15
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YARD/MOVING SALE |/

YARD / MOVING SALE

Friday September 12
7:00 am — 2:00 pm

Saturday September 13
7:00 am — 2:00 pm

1001 Maine St - Eads
IN CASE OF RAIN
WE’'LL MOVE TO THE
GARAGE!

Bring your own bags!

Your Best Value!
Electronic
Subscriptions

Just $24 per year -
only 46¢ per week!

Delivered by email with a
special bonus section
exclusively for electronic
subscribers, and
readable on most smart
phones and tablets

Email
editor@KiowaCountyPress.net
today to subscribe!

- "\
Build the Local Economy.

Supp_orting cal Businesses
Builds Our Community’s Future!

Mayor of Lamar, Colorado is at Safeway.

UPDATED - 1:34pm - After
more than a half-century of
service, the Lamar Safeway
Store No. 1721, located at 906
E. Olive Street, will be clos-
ing its doors to the public on
November 7, 2025. | received
official notice from the Direc-
tor of Communications with
Safeway’s Mountain West
Division, confirming this diffi-
cult decision.

This closure affects 53 ded-
icated associates in Lamar,
and while Safeway has plans
to place some into positions
at other locations, we recog-
nize the deep impact this will
have on these employees,
their families, and our com-
munity as a whole.

Safeway has been more
than just a grocery store—it's
been a part of Lamar’s daily

life, a place of connection,
and a symbol of stability for
generations. Its absence will
be felt deeply.

While this is a significant
loss, Lamar is a resilient and
strong community. We will
continue working closely with
our economic development
partners to recruit new busi-
nesses—especially one that
can provide similar goods and
services to meet the needs of
our residents.

Our thoughts are with the
employees during this time
of transition. We understand
the uncertainty this brings
and remain committed to
supporting them however we
can.

As with every challenge
we've faced, we will move for-

ward together. Let's continue
to look for opportunities to
strengthen Lamar's future
and support one another
through this change.

UPDATE - We have been
notified that Walsenburg and
Burlington will not be affect-
ed. The full list of stores clos-
ing can be found below:

e -201E Jefferson, Engle-
wood, Colorado 80113

e -500 E. 120th Ave, North-
glenn, Colorado 80233

e -1653S. Colorado Blvd.,
Denver, Colorado 80222

® -12200 E. Mississippi,
Aurora, Colorado 80012

e -3657S. College Ave, Fort
Collins, Colorado 80525

e - 3860 Cleveland Ave.,
Loveland, Colorado 80537

e -5060 North Academy
Blvd., Colorado Springs,
Colorado 80918

LAMAR - LA JUNTA SAFEWAY STORES ARE CLOSING

e -1425S Murray Blvd., Col-
orado Springs, Colorado
80916

e -315West 2nd St., La
Junta, Colorado 81050

e -906 E. Olive St., Lamar,
Colorado 81052

e -230 Morehead Street,
Chadron, Nebraska 69337

e -730 W. Main St., Farm-
ington, New Mexico 87401

UPDATE - We were advised
by staff members that it
MAY affect Walsenburg and
Burlington, but we have not
received any corporate veri-
fication of that. We have only
received verification of the
Lamar and La Junta closures.
We will provide updates as
they are received.

TAKEN FROM THE MAYOR OF
LAMAR FACEBOOK PAGE

Kiowa County BOCC Meeting Minutes August 28, 2025

The Regular meeting of the
Kiowa County Commissioners
was called to order on, Au-
gust 28, 2025; at 9:00 a.m. by
Commissioner Butch Robert-
son. Robertson opened the
meeting with prayer and the
Pledge of Allegiance.

o Donald Oswald, Chairman

e Howard "Butch" Robert-
son, Commissioner Mike
Lening, Commissioner

e Adrienne Yates, Deputy
Clerk

e Tina Adamson, County Ad-
ministrator

Members of the Audience:
None

Minutes: Lening moved,
Robertson seconded to ap-
proved the minutes from the
August 14th, 2025 meeting.
Motion carried.

Vouchers: Robertson
moved, Lening seconded to
approve vouchers as present-
ed. Motion carried.

Agenda: Oswald moved,
Robertson seconded to ap-
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prove the agenda with 2 addi-
tions. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Grant Updates: Fairgrounds
doors are installed, main-
tenance will paint the trim,
and they will be done. The
east side walk will need to
be scheduled to hopefully get
finished after fair. Adamson is
still waiting to hear back from
COOT to order the building.
Energy audit from lconergy
is complete, will schedule a
work session to determine
how to proceed with improve-
ments. Outlets are installed
at fairgrounds.

Oswald moved to go into
Executive Session for Attor-
ney Consultation per CRS 24-
6-402 (4)(b) 1041 Matters at
9:37 a.m. Motion carried.

Oswald moved, Lening
seconded to exit executive
session and resume normal
session at 9:58 a.m. Motion
carried.

Public Hearing for 1041
Regulation Revisions: Os-
wald moved, Lening seconded
to convene public hearing at

10:13 a.m. Tori Jarvis opened
the meeting advising it was to
discuss 1041 Regulation Re-
visions only not any specific
projects. Moratorium expired
on it's face 8/27/2025. Jarvis
advised acting as staff they
would recommend approv-
ing Revisions as presented
on website last week. The
floor was opened for public
comment, Leslie Waterson
with RES (Renewable Energy
Systems) spoke regarding her
concerns with the proposed
revisions.

Lening moved, Robertson
seconded to recess for 10
minutes at 10:28 a.m. Meeting
will resume at 10:38 a.m. Mo-
tion carried.

Meeting resumed from re-
cess at 10:41a.m.

Mave Gasaway, Attorney;
Davis, Graham & Stubbs:
Representing the Towner
entities. Advised they would
like more time to review the
revisions before the board
approves as given.

Natacha Kiler, Invenergy
spoke asking the board for
more time before adopting

the regulations in order to re-
view and obtain public com-
ment.

Randy Williams, County
Resident: Would like to know
what other counties have
adopted but also urges the
board to adopt quicker than
slower in order to get things
progressing for the county.

Jarvis advised neighbor-
ing counties were consulted,
especially those that use the
1041 Regulations.

Tina Adamson, County
Administrator: In 2017 other
counties were consulted who
had projects already in place
or development to obtain any
and all information regarding
their regulations. The BOCC
at that time decided to adopt
the 1041 Regulations because
the types of projects were un-
familiar to the county staff at
that time. 1041 Permits offer
the best protection for county
residents and the county it-
self. It allows for consistency
amongst counties regarding
processes.

Continued on page A17
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Oswald moved, Robertson
seconded to close the public
comment section of hearing
at 11:00 a.m. Motion carried.

Oswald moved, Lening
seconded to re-open public
comment at 11:04 a.m. Motion
carried.

Lening asked those that
commented to advised how
much time they would like
to review the proposed revi-
sions.

Gasaway spoke asking for
30 days from time revisions
were made public.

Waterson spoke, stating
they believe 30 days would
be appropriate. She also
mentioned the fees were left
ambiguous and the annu-
al review process were 2 of
the things they noticed right
away. She can get a more de-
tailed list.

Randy Williams spoke he
feels that 1 week or 10 days
to review should be sufficient
in order to get things moving
forward for the residents and
county.

Oswald moved, Robertson
seconded to end public com-
ment section at 11:09 a.m.
Motion carried.

Lening moved, Robertson
seconded to continue the
public hearing regarding the
1041 Regulation Revisions
until September 9th, 2025,
at 10:00 a.m. Motion carried.
Roll Call- Robertson - Yes,
Lening-Yes, Oswald -Yes

Oswald moved, Lening sec-
onded to close public hearing
at 11:14 a.m. Motion carried.

MEMBERS OF AUDIENCE
(In PERSON):

Tina Adamson, Kiowa
County

Torie Jarvis, SGS)

Liam Gilden, SRP
Stephen Land, SRP
Donna Adame, Kiowa
County

Lane Roy Stum, Thunder-
bird & Faithwalk

Chad Rouse, Resident

e Raina Lucero, Kiowa Ctny

Independent

Justin Causey, lnvenergy

Natacha Kiler, Invenergy

e Mark & Diane Sanders,
Resident

e Savah Ibrahim,

Lesley Waterson, RES

Mave Gasaway, DGS

MEMBERS OF AUDIENCE
(ViRuTAL):

Brandee Caswell

Dawna Peck

Mave Gasaway

Bryce Barbier

Rachel Thomison
Norman Arends

Randy Williams, Resident
Betsy Barnett, Kiowa Ctny
Independent

Tearle Lessenden, CSU
Extension

Emiliano Pelcon, RES
Craig Williams

Carol Ho

Madison Wrobley

Alaina Merrill

Clint Hinebaugh

Landfill/Recycling  Up-
date: A load of tires has been
shipped off, metal and card-
board recycling is continuing.
Landfill has been busy espe-
cially with the house that was
demolished by the hospital.

Housing Update: Cactus
Corner is progressing; units 1
& 2 should be open for move
in by September.

Planning and Zoning: Ad-
amson handed out the re-
vised fee structure draft.
There was discussion regard-
ing possible changes for fu-
ture projects.

Oswald moved, Robertson
seconded to recess for lunch.
Regular session will resume
at1:00 p.m.

Oswald opened
session at 1:09 p.m.

regular

Oswald moved, Lening sec-
onded to move into public
hearing for Invenergy 1041
Permit Amendments.

Darla  Scranton-Specht,
attorney for Kiowa Coun-
ty opened with purpose of
Hearing.

Oswald opened the floor
for public comment:

Justin Causey, Invengery;
Spoke in favor of approving

KiowA COUNTY BOCC MEETING MINUTES

the amended permits to al-
low moving forward with their
projects.

Linley Stum, Thunderbird;
Would like the projects to
move forward as quickly as
possible.

Robertson moved, Lening
seconded to close joint hear-
ing at 1:17 p.m. Motion carried.

Lening moved to go into
regular session at 1:21 p.m.
Robertson seconded, motion
carried.

Resolution 2025-12 to
Approve Towner East 1041
Permit Amendment; Oswald
moved to sign permit amend-
ment, Lening seconded. Roll
Call- Robertson -Yes, Lening
- Yes, Oswald - Yes. Motion
carried.

Resolution 2025-13 to Ap-
prove Towner West 1041 Per-
mit Amendment; Robertson
moved, Lening seconded to
sign permit amendment. Roll
call: Robertson -yes, Lening
-yes, Oswald - Yes. Motion
carried.

Lening moved to go into
regular session at 1:21 p.m.
Robertson seconded, motion
carried.

Redistricting Update; Re-
districting board would like
to present the board with
some ideas if possible, at a
work session. Adamson will
try to schedule a work ses-
sion for September 10th in
the evening.

Sales/Use Tax - Ballot Lan-
guage: Adamson has turned
in letter of intent to clerk for a
ballot question. Adamson has
the language for ballot ques-
tion ready for review by the
BOCC, once approved a res-
olution will be presented for
approval at the next meeting.
Oswald motioned to change
the language to sunset in 15
years, Lening seconded. Mo-
tion carried

NEW BUSINESS
Time Off Requests: None

New Hire Progress Report:
Landfill new employee is do-
ing well. One of the seasonal
Road & Bridge employees has
been moved to regular em-

ployee effective September
2025.

leave Donation Request:
One at this time.

Heat & A/C Estimates: Ad-
amson advised the mini-split
in the Deputies office has quit
Adamson has received two
estimates from Plains Heat-
ing and Air Conditioning, Inc.,
one is a Lennox brand that
will cost $4,610 to replace
with same model. A different
brand, Pioneer, is $3658 for
the same BTU. Lening moved,
Robertson seconded to pur-
chase the Pioneer model. Mo-
tion carried.

RESOLUTIONS:

e Resolution 2025-10 to
Appoint County Clerk-0s-
wald motioned to appoint
Adrienne Yates, Lening
seconded. Motion carried.

o Resolution 2025-11 to
Adopt Revised 1041 Reg-
ulations- Continued until
September 9th, 2025,
meeting

e Resolution 2025-12 to
Approve Towner East
1041 Permit Amendment
Approved

e Resolution 2025-13 to
Approve Towner West
1041 Permit Amendment-
Approved

e Resolution 2025-14 Am-
bulance Authorization to
Operate- Lening moved
to approve, Oswald
seconded. Roll Call -
Robertson - yes, Lening
-yes, Oswald -yes. Motion
carried.

e Resolution 2025-15 Ex-
cessive Force -Robertson
moved, Lening seconded.
Motion carried.

Cobblestone Lodging Tax
Waiver: The $1,075 for 1 quar-
ter, $1428.00 for 2nd quarter
for $2503.00 total, Cobble-
stone was assessed a penalty
and interest from the state.
The state advised Adamson
they can waive the penalty
but not the interest. Robert-
son moved to not reimburse
Cobblestone for taxes paid to
the state. Lening seconded.
Roll call - Robertson -yes,
Lening -yes, Oswald - vyes.
Motion carried to not reim-
burse the taxes paid to the
state.

SECED Letter of Support
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for Enterprise Zones: Oswald
moved, Lening seconded, mo-
tion carried.

Audrey Johnson, DSS Di-
rector entered the meeting at
3:03 p.m.

DSS Report: New employee
has completed new worker
training and is working on pa-
perwork to become certified.
The department received a
certificate and letter from the
state for 2025 SNAP timeli-
ness. The department is look-
ing at some of the federally
mandated changes that be-
gins in October such as work
requirements for able bodied
adult only homes.

Johnson handed out a bid
that was received for painting
and updating at their office.
They have only received one
bid so far. Lening motioned,
Robertson seconded to ap-
prove bid. Motion carried.

Johnson exited the meeting
at 3:15 p.m.

Jeff  Scranton, Landfill
Foreman entered the meeting
at 3:25 p.m.

Scranton wanted to up-
date on Regulation 31: The
latest submission at the re-
cent hearing would give a 3
year moratorium for smaller
counties and landfills. Kio-
wa County's landfill meets
the requirement for a waiver
except for waste in place re-
porting due to being under
the 8 million tons intake ev-
ery year. No further decision
will be made until the next
hearing on December 19th,
2025.

_ Scranton exited the meet-
Ing at 4:10 p.m.

With no further business,
Oswald moved to adjourn,
Robertson seconded. Motion
carried.

The next regular meeting
of the Kiowa County Board of
Commissioners is scheduled
for Thursday September 91h,
2025, at 9:00 a.m.

/s/Donald Oswald
Donald Oswald Chairman

[s/Adrienne Yates
Adrienne Yates County Clerk
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DEPUTY CLERK / LAMAR PUBLIC HEARING [ LAMAR AUGUST BILLS

DEPUTY CLERK

Seeking energetic  self-starter,
with good work ethics to apply at
the Kiowa County Clerk & Record-
er's Office.

Must be detail-oriented, profes-
sional, responsible, flexible and
customer-service oriented.

This job performs a variety of
duties including Motor Vehicle,
Driver's Licenses, Bookkeeping,
Recording and Election functions.

Full job description and applica-
tion can be found at: www.kio-

wacounty.colorado.gov

If this sounds like you please re-
turn a completed application with
resume to Adrienne Yates at the
Kiowa County Clerk & Recorder's
Office, 8:00 am- 4:45 pm, Monday
- Thursday, or mail to Kiowa Coun-
ty Clerk, PO. Box 37 Eads, Colorado
81036.

Applications are also available at
the Kiowa County Clerk's Office,
1305 Goff St, Eads, CO 81036 or call
719-438-5421 to request an appli-
cation for employment.

Starting at $18.36/hr., up to $19.36
after 6 months.

Application deadline is Septem-
ber 25, 2025.

NOTICE

TO ALL PERSONS INTER-
ESTED:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that
the Adjustment and Appeals
Board of the City of Lamar has
scheduled a Public Hearing,
AA-2025-05, regarding a vari-
ance for the consideration of
attaching a carport to garage/
shop, less than 15 feet from
the street. North side Blk 2; E
% of Lot 8 & E % of Lot 9, City
of Lamar, County of Prowers,
State of Colorado; also known
as 309 North 8th Street.

That on September 24, 2025
at the hour of 6:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter, as the mat-
ter may come to a hearing in
the Cultural Events Center, at
102 East Parmenter Street,
Lamar, CO 81052; the Adjust-
ment and Appeals Board will
hold a Public Hearing for the
consideration of attaching a
carport to garage/shop, less
than 15 feet from the street.
A copy of the application is
available for public inspection
at the Building Department’s
Office, 102 E Parmenter St.,
Lamar, CO 81052. Petitions
or remonstrances may be filed
until 5:00 P.M. on September
23, 2025 at the City of Lamar
Building Department Office,
102 E. Parmenter St., Lamair,
CO 81052.

Dated this 2nd day of Septem-
ber 2025

First Published September
05, 2025

Last Published September 19,
2025

In the Kiowa County Press

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAMAR MET IN REGULAR
SESSION ON AUG 11 & 25, 2025. COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT AP-
PROVED THAT THE BILLS BE ALLOWED AND PAYMENT BE MADE

ON THE SAME.
GENERAL, SANITATION & WATER FUNDS

AME . .. AMOUNT
PROSPERITY LANE COMMUNITY . ....................... 766.00
HOMESTORELLC ........... ... ... ... ... ....... 10,000.00
FRONTIERBANK .. ... ... . ... . i, 65.00
LEGALSHIELD CORPORATEOFFICE . .................... 186.50
DEPARTMENT OF THETREASURY. .. .................. 2,614.44
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE. ................ 779.00
JRAUDIOINC ... ... . 29,955.00
SHANNON VENTURL. .. ... 230.00
ANNE-MARIECRAMPTON . ......... ... ... ..ooiiiun... 414.00
CITY OF LAMAR-WATER INVESTFEE ................ 103,777.28
FRONTIERBANK . ... .. .. .. . i 21.00
UNITED STATESPOSTOFFICE. . ...................... 2,044.72
JASON YANT ... 864.00
COUNTYHEALTHPOOL. ....................ooion.. 161,354.54
LINCOLN NAT'LLIFEINSURANCE. ..................... 8,367.32
COMMUNITY STATEBANK. .. ........ ... ... .. it 655.00
PEOPLESCREDITUNION . ... ... ... ... oo, 124.60
CITYOFLAMAR . ... ... ... i 96,251.38
CITY OF LAMAR-PAYROLL. ........................... 1,239.15
FIRE & POLICEPENSIONASSN ....................... 2,813.04
PROFESSIONAL FINANCECO ....................ooiunn. 50.00
SOUTHEAST COLOFOPLODGE #30..................... 179.50
FAMILY SUPPORTREGISTRY ............. ... ... oo 321.23
GEORGERSCHAEFERJR .............................. 43.91
A-1RENTALAND SALESINC............................ 539.62
LAMARBMS .. ... ... . ... . . . 1,469.53
CITY OF LAMAR-UTILITIES . ......................... 99,203.28
DELOACHS WATERCONDINC.......................... 120.50
AIRGASUSALLC ... ... ... 122.32
LAMARAUTOPARTS . ... ... . i 3,942.28
PUEBLO DEPTOF PUBLICHEALTH& .................... 210.00
RANCHERS SUPPLY OF LAMARLLC . .................... 459.90
ROBINSONPRINTINGINC. . ....................o.... 125.00
SOUTH EAST MACHINERY COINC. . ................... 1,670.98
WAGNEREQUIPMENTCO. ..., 2,278.75
JILLBELLOMY. ... s 40.00
FASTENAL COMPANY . ... ... ... ... .......ooiiioo... 202.43
BIG TIMBERS VETERINARY CLINIC .. .................... 639.47
SCHWARTZ MARKETINGINC ........................... 405.00
NKCTIRE. ... .. 4,800.76
BSNSPORTSLLC......... ... 350.81
AFLAC PREMIUMHOLDING. . ......................... 2,338.75
FARMERS COUNTRYMARKET .. ........................ 673.59
FARIS MACHINERY COMPANY ........................ 1,885.17
TRICOUNTYFORDINC. ............ ... ... it 934.20
DOUBLEKCARWASHLLC . ............................ 374.90
OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANY. ... ... ... 6,200.28
GALLSLLC ... .. . 68.59
PROSPERITY LANE COMMUNITY . ....................... 390.00
WALLACEGAS &OILINC. ............... ... 1,448.24
JABBINC . ... . 1,675.00
GREAT PLAINS SECURITYLLC.......................... 385.00
ACETIRESERVICELLC............ ... ... ...t 855.95
THE LL JOHNSON DISTRIBUTINGCO .................. 2,491.35
UNCC. . .. 96.51
STEVESANGER . .......... ... ... ... i, 50.00
TAYLOR SEPTIC&PLUMBING .......................... 313.32
LASBRISAS. . . ... ... 88.00
O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE STORESINC. .................... 277.09
VAN DIEST SUPPLY COMPANY . ....................... 5,434.00
MY WHOLESALE PRODUCTS ........................... 704.90
INGRAM BOOK COMPANY. .. ....... ... ... ... ..., 1,207.13
DELLMARKETINGLP............ ... ... ... ..., 2,901.06
21ST CENTURY EQUIPMENTLLC. . ....................... 73.02
LAMAR PARTNERSHIPINC . .......................... 1,662.81
ADAMS&SONSINC. ... ... ... 2,164.61
LAMAR OUTDOOR SPORTSLLC ...................... 1,680.54
DIGITCOMELECTRONICSINC .......................... 198.01
VOIANCE LANGUAGE SERVICESLLC . ..................... 2.07
HENRYSCHEININC............. ... ... ... ... ... 1,320.57
HOMESTORELLC .......... ... ... .. i, 3,237.22
TOTALHEALTHCAREWEEDNP. . ....................... 525.00
PRECISIONAUTO GLASSLLC .......................... 352.65
IMELDARIOS. . ... ... 750.00
CHRISTINAMAYHEW ... ... ... ... .. i 500.00
JOSEACANALESROJAS . ... ... ... ... .. ..., 518.00
RESERVEACCOUNT ...... ... .. 2,000.00
A-TTOWINGINC. . ... ... s 75.00
KIMBALL MIDWEST. . ... ... ... . i 907.46
ATMOSENERGY. ... ... ... ... i 2,413.25
CHOICESCREENING............ ... ... .. ..., 17.50
REVIVALANIMALHEALTH .. ... .. ... .. . e 24.78
PROCOM. .. ... e 495.00
BIGRPROPERTIESLLC ........... .. ... ... 870.83
HDSUPPLY . . ... i 832.43
ROCKY MOUNTAINFIRE& SECURITY . ................... 150.00
JVAINC .. 40,062.06
CANON FINANCIALSERVICESINC. .. .................. 1,881.72
STRATEGIC GOVERNMENT RESOURCES. .............. 8,075.70
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS . .......................... 35.26
VERIZONWIRELESSLLC ............................... 40.05
STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTSCORP . ................ 1,422.64
AT&TMOBILITYLLC . ... 4,343.03
NEWMANSIGNSINC ......... ... 296.00
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COLORADO ANALYTICALLABINC .. .......coooiaiin... 808.00
INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE INC. .. ... ..o, 27.10
BOOKLIST .« .\ttt t et e e 184.95
CORPORATEBILLING LLC. ... ..o 3,277.05
CITYSERVICEVALCONLLC ... ..o 32,145.68
IRE ENTERPRISES LLC . .. ...\ 795.49
AIRCRAFT SPRUCE & SPECIALTYCO . ................. 3,704.15
LEXIPOLLLC . ..o\ oe e e e e e 9,031.40
CENTURYLINK . ..ottt 6,977.15
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICESINC ... .................. 1,705.38
GEOCYCLELLC .. ..ot 1,076.00
SHRED AMERICA COLORADO ... .................o...... 29.32
AJPEST CONTROL & FUMIGATION .. .................. 1,735.00
PVS DX INC . ..ot oeee e e et 430.59
ACLARATECHNOLOGIESLLC ..., 1,423.11
THE EMBLEM AUTHORITY. . ... ... 516.00
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC . . ... ... 6,465.70
UNITED COMPANIES . .. ..o 1,539.75
ZOHO CORPORATION . .. ..ot 4,648.00
CINTAS CORPLOCH#562 ... ..o oo 5,380.67
DICKINSON WRIGHT PLLC ... ..ot e 774.00
G&SSOLUTIONS ... ..o 16,834.43
MY RURAL PLANNER, LLC. . . .. 2,687.50
SECOM ... .. .. 1,233.83
NATIONAL FIRE SAFETY COUNCIL. . ..........ooeien.. .. 250.00
WALMART #2672, .. ..o oot et 568.00
KIESHABRENNER ... ...ttt 100.00
NEVEAH GOMEZ. . .. .. ..o 25.00
CRISTINAHOLBEIN .. ... ..o 175.00
JULIAKHEN. .. ..o 50.00
ABIGAIL STILSON . . ..ottt e 75.00
WEXBANK. . . oottt 10,458.54
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS .. ...\t 102.87
CITYBYAPPINC . . ... oo 17,500.00
MY WHOLESALE PRODUCTS . ... ... 34.67
SE COLOPOWERASSOC. . ... oo, 2,818.30
STRATEGIC GOVERNMENT RESOURCES. .. ............ 8,245.70
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC. .. ..o oo, 6,820.00
CITY OF LAMAR .. ..ottt 97,343.37
CITY OF LAMAR-PAYROLL. ... ... .................... 1,239.14
COMMUNITY STATE BANK. .. ... ... 855.00
FAMILY SUPPORT REGISTRY . .. ... 321.23
FIRE & POLICE PENSIONASSN . ...................... 2,448.66
PEOPLES CREDITUNION ... ...\t 124.60
PROFESSIONAL FINANCE CO . ... ..oovuiiiiiaaiiinn .. 50.00
SOUTHEAST COLO FOP LODGE#30 . ... ................. 179.50
21ST CENTURY EQUIPMENT LLC. . ... ooveiiaiee 160.65
A-1 RENTALAND SALESINC. . . . ... ..118.83
AIRGASUSALLC ............... ....278.84
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES INC . .. ............oee.. 3,840.02
AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING LLC. . ......... 315.00
ANNE-MARIE CRAMPTON . .. .. ..o 332.80
ARKANSAS VALLEY DIESEL SERINC . ..................... 6.52
ATMOS ENERGY. . . ..o 125.00
AYRES ASSOCIATES INC. . . ..ot 9,385.89
BIGRPROPERTIESLLC ... ..'oiteieiiiaiai 640.75
BRAXEN SHELTON . . ...\ttt iiii e 172.50
CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. ... ........ooooooii. .. 963.73
CAPITALONE ... ... ..o oo 1,931.66
CINTAS CORP LOC#562 . . ... ooeee e 3,389.31
CINTAS CORP LOCH#562 . . . ..o eiieeie e 194.13
CIRSA. . .ottt e e 4,515.00
COLO DEPTOF PUBLICHEALTH .. ... 768.00
COLORADO ANALYTICALLABINC . ...................... 136.00
COLORADODIVISION OF FIRE.. . . ... ..o 30.00
CORE&MAINLP . ... ... ... .. ... ................... 164.45
CORPORATEBILLING LLC. . .. ... 6,390.11
CURTISLANE PORTER ... .......oiieaiiiannanin.. 1,625.00
D&D QUALITY CLEANERS LLC . . ..ot 22.00
DELOACHS WATER COND INC . . ... ..o 19.50
DIRECTVLLC ..ot 112.99
EATON SALES & SERVICES LLC. .. ... 746.47
EBSCO INDUSTRIES ................. .. 1,907.03
ENVIRONMENTAL PROD& ACCESS LLC . .. ....409.37
FARMERS COUNTRY MARKET . .. ... ooieiiiaaa. 149.63
FNBO . . oottt e 16,318.71
GALLSLLC ..o 1,522.19
GRAINGERINC . ... ... ... i i, 122.60
HELTON & WILLIAMSENPCINC . .. .........ooove.. 4,790.25
HENRY SCHEIN INC . . ... .00t 3,153.88
HOME STORE LLC . ...\ttt 34.00
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES INC. ... ..................... 26.08
INSIGHT PUBLIC SECTORINC . .. ... ................... 936.42
JACINTO S SILVAUR. .. oo 60.00
JASON SCOTTDITTBURNER . ..ot 900.00
JOELDAVIS . ..o\t 120.00
JVAINC L. 53,582.80
KACTUSINC .. ...t 950.00
LAMARAUTO PARTS . ... ... oo 149.12
LAMARBMS ... ...t 297.54
LAMAR HIGH SCHOOL . . .. ..o 711.00
LITTLE CAESARS PIZZA. . .. ..o 51.59
LUCAS ANDRADE . . . . ..o ttte e e 60.00
MAE SHELTON . ... ...t 165.00
MAKYDRLLC. . ... oo 83.26
MIGUELANGELALVAREZ ............................ 1,320.00
MY WHOLESALE PRODUCTS ... .. oieieaiiain 121.00
NKCTIRE. . .. oottt et et e 260.04
O'REILLY AUTOMOTIVE STORES INC. . . .. ..o 64.99
PITNEY BOWES INC. . . ..o oooo o 1,716.42
Continued on page A19
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HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME
Kiowa County Commissioners office

has a full-time job opening for the
Administrative Assistant position.

Great benefits including health & life
insurance and retirement.

Applications and job description can
be picked up at the Kiowa County
Commissioner's office, Eads Court-
house, 1305 Goff Street PO Box 100,
Eads, Colorado 81036, (719) 438-5810
or downloaded from our website

https://kiowacounty.colorado.gov

under the jobs tab.

Applicants must have good public
relations, clerical, bookkeeping and
computer skills. Starting wage is
$18.36 per hour with a $1.00 increase
within 6 months.

Applications must be returned no
later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
August 27,2025. We reserve the right
to reject any and all applications.
EOE.

Four-day workweek, Monday - Thurs-
days, paid holidays and paid leave
time.

THE UTILITIES BOARD OF THE CITY OF LAMAR MET IN REGULAR
SESSION ON AUGUST 12 & 26, 2025. ALL MEMBERS PRESENT AP-
PROVED THAT THE BILLS BE ALLOWED AND PAYMENT BE MADE
ON THE SAME.

UTILITY FUND

NAME . . AMOUNT
MARIAD MIRANDAHERNANDEZ . ....................... 209.04
3BPROPERTIESLLC........... .. ... .., 86.10
KIRKPOWERS ...... ... ... ... .. . i 297.03
EDWARDD THILL. . ... ... s 27.27
CITY OF LAMARL&P RESERVE ...................... 30,000.00
CITY OF LAMAR-GENERALFUND. .................... 12,468.75
COUNTYHEALTHPOOL. . ..., 46,645.78
LINCOLN NAT'LLIFEINSURANCE. ....................... 530.32
PERAOFCOLORADO .................coiiiun... 18,370.62
401K VOLUNTARY INVESTMENTPLAN . ................ 1,617.56
COMMUNITY STATEBANK. .. ........ ... .. 75.00
CITYOFLAMAR . ... ... i 11,144.14
CITY OF LAMAR-PAYROLL. ............................. 100.00
CITYOF LAMAR-UTILITIES . ............................ 663.15
EBBIESPLUMBINGSERVICE ........................... 264.50
LAMARAUTOPARTS ... ... ... i 646.88
AMERICAN ELECTRIC COMPANY. . .................... 1,416.00
DOUBLEKCARWASHLLC . ...... ... ... .. i, 81.59

............................................... 143.95
OFFICEDEPOT. ... ... 190.68
ALLEN'SAUTOMOTIVE. . . ... ... it 200.00
JACO ANALYTICAL LABORATORY'INC. . .................. 180.00
PROCOM. .. ... . e 303.00
JOHNDEERE FINANCIAL. . ....... ... i 5.94
VERIZONWIRELESSLLC .............................. 338.29
AMAZON CAPITALSERVICESINC ....................... 663.29
H&NWIND. .. ... ... .. 942.16
ALTECINDUSTRIESINC ........... ... ... ... ..., 324.85
SECOM ... 576.40
VISA . 5,681.17
CENTURYLINK . ... ... . 1,080.95
LAMPTON WELDING SUPPLYINC ........................ 66.16
WESTERN UNITED ELECTRIC SUPPLY . .................. 163.57
AP SAFETYTRAININGINC. . ............................ 510.00
NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL & SAFETY S . .................. 1,258.20
ZOROTOOLSINC. ... 262.96
IBSOFWESTKANSAS. ... ... ... . ..., 29.79
STREAMLINE SOFTWAREINC . ......................... 839.00
D&D QUALITY CLEANERSLLC . ......................... 36.90
LAWSONPRODUCTSINC ................ ..., 272.53
WINDCARE SOLUTIONSLLC. ......................... 3,500.00
BOSTONUNIVERSITY . ... ... e 700.00
WEXBANK. .. ... 1,946.25
GEORGE RSCHAEFERJR .............................. 37.74
COLORADOGRAVELLLC ............................ 4,311.18
AFLACPREMIUMHOLDING. . .............. ... ..., 330.94
CITYOFLAMAR-MISC . .............. ..., 749.00
401K VOLUNTARY INVESTMENTPLAN . ................ 1,560.08
CITYOFLAMAR . ... ... . i 10,973.59
CITY OF LAMAR-PAYROLL. ............................. 100.00
COMMUNITY STATEBANK. . ...... ... ... .. .. 75.00
PERAOFCOLORADO .................ciiiiinn.... 18,387.50
CITY OF LAMAR-L&P SALESTAX ..................... 23,749.00
ATMOSENERGY. ... ... 175.95
JOHNDEEREFINANCIAL. . ........ ... . i 77.97
UPS 213.78
TOTAL ..o 205,601.50
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/ HELP WANTED |  CLASSIFIEDS & NOTICES

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
CUSTODIAN MAINTENANCE WORKER

Kiowa County has a full-time job
opening for a Custodian.
Applicant should have a valid
driver’s license.

Duties include janitorial, lawn
care, snow removal and basic re-
pairs.

Position could be part time or sea-
sonal if preferred. Full-time starts
at $17.50.

Great Benefits including; paid
holidays, health & life insurance
and retirement!

Application and job description
can be picked up at the Kiowa
County Commissioner's Office or

can be printed from our website_

www.kiowacounty/colorado.gov

under the Jobs tah.

Return applications to the

Kiowa County Commissioner's
Office

Eads Courthouse

1305 Goff Street

PO Box 100

Eads, Colorado 81036

(719) 438-5810
or emailed to

gmail.com

Position will be available until
filled.

kiowaco100@

We reserve the right to reject any
&all applications. EOE.

Lamar August Bills
Continuted from A18

PLCSLLC.....................
PRINTED IMAGINATIONLLC . .. ..
RANCHERS SUPPLY OF LAMAR LLC
REXELUSAINC ...............
RFARMERLLC ................
ROBINSON PRINTING INC. .. . ...
S E COLO WATER ACTIVITY ENT
SCHWARTZ MARKETING INC . . ..
SHANEAGUILERA .............
SHANNON VENTURI. ...........
SHAWNAUSTIN ...............
SIRCHIE ACQUISITION COLLC. ..
SOUTH EAST MACHINERY CO INC
OLDCASTLE SW GROUP. .......
HDSUPPLYINC ...............
VAN DIEST SUPPLY COMPANY . ..
WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO. ......
WALLACE GAS & OILINC. .......
WEAR PARTS & EQUIP COINC. ..
WEIS FIRE & SAFETY EQUIP LLC
ERIKAVILES ..................
TOTAL

Published September 12, 2025
In the Kiowa County Press

Kiowa County has a full-time job
opening for a Maintenance Work-
er.

Applicant should have a valid
driver’s license.

Duties include janitorial, lawn
care, snow removal and basic re-
pairs.

Position could be part time or sea-
sonal if preferred. Full-time starts
at $18.50.

Great Benefits including: paid
holidays, health & life insurance
and retirement!

Application and job description
can be picked up at the Kiowa
County Commissioner’s Office or
can be printed from our website
www.kiowacounty/colora-
do.gov under the Jobs tab.

Return applications to the

Kiowa County Commissioner’s Of-
fice, Eads Courthouse,

1305 Goff Street,

PO Box 100,

Eads, Colorado 81036,

(719) 438-5810
or emailed to kiowaco100@
gmail.com.

Position will be available until
filled.

We reserve the right to reject any
& all applications. EOE.

..................... 2,269. 20

Build the Local Economy

High-Speed Internet in Eads and Haswell

CONNECT FASTER LIVE BETTER
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ABOUT CLASSIFIEDS

The Press can be responsible for
only one incorrect insertion. Rates:
$12.50 per week, flat fee, any num-
ber of words online. Also published
online at KlowaCountyPress net at
no extra charge. Add a picture $5.00.
Classifieds can be submitted to kio-

wacountypress@gmail.com
MISCELLANEOUS

Your ad could reach more than 31,000
readers each week for as little as
$13.50

EADS LANDFILL
Wednesday - Friday - Saturday

8:00 am to 3:30 pm
RATE CHANGE
Effective 05/01/2022

Accepting Residential
organic yard waste
(grass clippings, weeds,
tree trimmings)
for FREE as long as the
load is
YARD WASTE ONLY!

Disposal fees
General Waste $0.05 / pound
E-Waste $0.40 / pound
Tires $3 to $25 ea depending on size

Effective 06/25/2022
Residential General Waste
will be discounted on the
last Saturday of each
month at
$0.03 per pound.

(No discount on commercial loads)

Payment Methods
Credit Card or Punch Card*

*purchased at the Commissioners Office

For Billing Info 719-438-5810

To receive text message when there are
holiday or weather related closures can
text Jandfill closures and your name
from your cell phone to 719-691-5426

For More Information
kiowaco100@gmail.com

We Now Rent Roll-Off Dumpsters!
Call 719-438-5810 for information

32, 000+ \\~
rtlcles 2S_e

N onlme\at*@ .
KiowaCountyPress.net
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PLACE YOUR EVENT LISTING

To place your non-commer-
cial listing, email Editor@
KiowaCountyPress.net.
Listings are limited to dates,
times, locations, and a brief
description. All pricing
information will be excluded,

LOST

Lost tackle box between
Eads and Kit Carson on 287.
My son would really like to
get it back.

Reward offered

Rynea Kissel

719.429.4966

SEPTEMBER 10-13

e Kiowa County Fair &
Rodeo

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

e 6:00 p.m. Prairie
Pines Auxiliary Meeting
e 6:00 p.m. Republi-
can River Water Con-
servation District in-
formational Meeting @
Chyenne County Com-
munity Building

e 7:00 p.m. Lamar Elks
Bingo

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 o

e 7:00 p.m. Tri-State
9-11 Tribute Founda-
tion Welcomes William
Jimeno Lamar Com-mu-
nity Building

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 |

e 10:00 a.m. Tri-State
9-11 Foundation unveil
Bronze Statue of William
Jimeno

e 2:00 p.m. Talent Show
@ Lamar Public Library

e 4:00 p.m. Summer
Blast Shrimp Boil @ La-
mar Elks Lodge

e 6:00 p.m. Lamar
Area Hospice Backyard
Bash Fundraiser-Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles
#3898

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

e 2:00 p.m. “Hoedown”
Tea Party @ Las Animas

Rawling Museum Grand
Hall- Close out the sum-
mer exhibits

5:30 p.m. Haswell
Community Cards

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

12:.00 p.m. PEP
Board Meeting Lamar
e 6:30 p.m. Lamar
Chamber of Commerce
Board Meeting

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

e 400 p.m. Lamar
Lodging Panel Meeting
e 6:00 p.m. Eads Se-
nior Citizens Cards

e 7:00 p.m. Kiowa
County Fire Protection
District Meeting

e 7:00 p.m. Lamar Ea-
gles Bingo

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

e 7:00 p.m. Lamar Elks
Bingo

SEPTEMBER 19-20

e 9:00 Art Guild Craft
Show Las Animas Raw-
lings Museum Grand
Hall — Purchase Hol-iday,
Gifts

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

9:00 a.m. Cheyenne
Co Commissioners/
Board of Public Health/
Board of Human Ser-
vices Meeting

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

6:00 p.m. Lamar City
Council Meeting

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

e 1:00 p.m. Prowers
County Commissioners
Meeting

e 6:30 p.m. Weisbrod
Health Board Meeting

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

e 10:00 a.m. La Junta
Tarantula Fest

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

e 5:30 p.m. Haswell
Community Cards

A20 KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

Thursday, September 4,
Adrienne Yates was sworn
into office as the Kiowa Coun-
ty Clerk and Recorder by Tar-
ryn L. Johnson, District Court
Chief Judge for the 15th Judi-
cial District.

Yates was appointed by

Kiowa County Commission-

Adrienne Yates sworn in as Kiowa County Clerk and Recorder

ers at their regular meeting
held August 28 replace for-
mer clerk Delisa L. Weeks,
who passed away August 15.
She will serve until the next
general election, which will
be held November 3, 2026.

Weeks was serving her in
her third term as Clerk and

Recorder at the time of her
death.

Photos:

Judge Tarryn L. Johnson &
Adrienne Yates- Tina Adam-|
son

Judge Johnson & Adrienne
Yates being sworn in - Roland
Sorensen

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

e 9:00 a.m. Cheyenne
County Board of Com-
missioners Meeting

e 7:00 p.m. Lamar Ea-
gles Bingo

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

e 10:00 a.m. Boggs-
ville Days Boggsville
Historic Site -Free Ad-
mission

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18

e 6:30 p.m. Night at
the Museum Las Animas
Rawlings Museum
Grande Hall — Our ver-
sion of “Clue”

.I‘V \/ »
MANAGEMEN

719-438-2288 sengelhard-
toem@gmail.com.

KIOWA COUNTY SHERIFF

719-438-5411. You may call
our number anytime. If not
in the office call will route to
the Bent County Dispatch. If
you have an emergency call
m

TOWN OF EADS

8am-4pm Mon-Fri. Can use

card by phone 719-438-5590.
Fax: 719-438-5652. towno-

feads10@gmail.com Town

drop box or pay with debit
BIRTHDAYS

September 15 *Scarlett Webster
*Dustin Owen «Charlotte Phillips* In
*(Case Nelson Memory

September 16 September 20
*Jimmy Brown *Keith Crow
*Brad Howe «Bart Michael* In Memory
*Reid Jackson Kleisen September 21
*Mia Crow «Ella Banion

«Lindsey Banion

*Blaine Howe

*Cheyenne Brown

*Haniah Penner

*Kenan Gooden
September 17

«Christopher Owens
September 18

*C.H. Williams

*Brandon Lening

«Silas Webster

*Mark Imel

*Ryan Shoemaker

*Alexavier Zemarripa

*Teri Castle
September 19

*Bo Chandler Kent

*Robert Kern

*Cory Crow

*Jess Buller

«Jacob Weirich

ANNIVERSARIES

September 16
+Jonathan & Molly Rosler
*Mr. & Mrs. Mike Lening
*Mr. & Mrs. John Barton

September 17
*Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Shaw

September 18
* Lois & Danny Weisdorfer
+T) & Danae Cleveland
*James & Jessy Bradley

September 19
*Marie & Kyle Lyon
*Mr. & Mrs. Clint Robertson

September 20
*Janie & Jeff Bayer



mailto:Editor%40KiowaCountyPress.net?subject=Upcoming%20Event
mailto:Editor%40KiowaCountyPress.net?subject=Upcoming%20Event
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/obituary-delisa-lee-eikenberg-weeks

1’réss

KiowaCountyPress.net September 12, 2025 Volume 138, Number 37 e ——




ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIBER BONUS SECTION
Shooting association sues Colorado over new gun control law

DEREK DRAPLIN
(The Center Square)

A new lawsuit seeks to
block one of Colorado’s new-
est gun control laws before it
takes effect next year.

The suit, brought by the
Colorado State Shooting As-
sociation and litigated by
Lakewood, Colorado-based
Mountain States Legal Foun-
dation, questions the consti-
tutionality of Senate Bill 25-
003. The suit argues the new
law puts in place an onerous
permit-to-purchase scheme.

SB 25-003 was passed by
the Democratic majority in
the last regular legislative
session and signed Into law
by Governor Jared Polis, a
defendant in the lawsuit, in
April. But it doesn't go into
effect until August 2026.

The law will ban the pur-
chases of semiautomatic ri-
fles and shotguns that have
detachable magazines, unless
individuals get a “firearms
safety course eligibility card”
from their local sheriff de-
partment and then complete
a firearm education course.

The bill, when it was ini-

tially introduced, was an
outright ban on so-called

“assault weapons,” but was
later amended to include the
permit-to-purchase require-
ments.

“The Act's permit-to-pur-
chase requirements for spec-
ified semiautomatic firearms
arbitrarily delay and burden
the right of law-abiding cit-
izens to obtain and possess
arms even if they have pre-
viously been determined to
be law-abiding, and even if
they desire to obtain and
possess arms for the purpose
of self-defense in the home,

where Second Amendment
protections are at their ze-
nith,” said the lawsuit, filed
Tuesday in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Col-
orado.

The Colorado State Shoot-
ing Association, which is the
National Rifle Association’s
state affiliate, said in its an-
nouncement of the lawsuit
that the law will place “un-
lawful burdens on the rights
of law-abiding Coloradans.”

“This law won't stop crime
— it will only stop Colora-

dans from exercising their
constitutional rights,” CSSA
President Ray Elliott said.
“Colorado already has back-
ground checks. We already
have waiting periods. SB25-
003 piles on yet another hoop
for responsible citizens while
criminals ignore the rules.

“Enough is enough,” Elliott
said.

Mountain  States Legal
Foundation said the new law
is “a direct affront to the Con-
stitutional rights recognized”
in the U.S. Supreme Court de-

Colorado raises 541 million from Keep Colorado Wild passes

ELYSE APEL
(The Center Square)

Colorado raised $41 million
from its Keep Colorado Wild
Pass in its second year of be-
ing on sale.

That was $5 million more
than the $36 million annual
goal set by Colorado Parks
and Wildlife.

“We're excited to report on
the Keep Colorado Wild Pass's
success during its second
year of operations,” said Jus-
tin Rutter, CPW chief financial
officer. “This is a meaningful
increase in revenue for our
agency compared to previous
years, which is an important
source for our state parks,
wildlife, search and rescue
volunteers, and avalanche
forecasters.”

The funds raised by the
Keep Colorado Wild Pass are
used to support Colorado
state parks, local search and

rescue volunteers, and the
Colorado Avalanche Informa-
tion Center.

In fiscal year 2023-2024, the
first year it was offered, the
pass raised $39.7 million. This
past year's $41 million in rev-
enue means it saw a 3 percent
increase in just one year.

“With these passes, Colora-
dans are investing back into
the lands they love while ex-
ploring all our great state has
to offer,” said Colorado Gover-
nor Jared Polis.

The pass is offered auto-
matically during all passenger
vehicle, light truck, motor-
cycle, or recreational vehicle
registrations at the Colorado
Division of Motor Vehicles.
Residents must opt out of the
program to not purchase the
Keep Colorado Wild Pass.

According to the state, at
just $29, the pass is 60 per-
cent cheaper than the tradi-
tional $80 annual state park

KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

pass.

More than 1.5 million Col-
orado residents opted to buy
the pass. With the state’s
population of six million, that
represents a significant por-
tion of its citizens participat-
ing in the program. The state
only expects it to continue
growing.

“We're proud to see so
many Coloradans saving
money by taking advantage
of the low-cost Keep Colora-
do Wild pass, and we expect
these numbers to continue
growing as the popularity of
our iconic state parks only
increases,” Polis said.

The spending is allotted
four different ways:

$32.5 million for state park
maintenance and develop-
ment.

$2.5 million for search and
rescue teams.

$1 million to the Colorado
Avalanche Information Cen-

ter.

Any revenue beyond that
goes to “wildlife projects and
outdoor educational pro-
grams.”

That means the last cate-
gory received $5 million in fis-
cal year 2024-2025. Colorado
Parks and Wildlife applauded
the assistance this will pro-
vide to those additional proj-
ects and programs.

“Whether you use the pass
to visit state parks or to show
support for our outdoor first
responders and avalanche
forecasters, your contribu-
tion plays an integral role in
giving back to the outdoor
spaces and recreational pro-
grams our local communities
treasure,” said CPW Director
Jeff Davis. “The pass also
helps our staff implement
non-game species work to
keep our wildlife ecosystems
diverse and thriving.”

cisions District of Columbia
v. Heller and New York State
Rifle & Pistol Association v.
Bruen.

“If the State of Colorado
were to try these backhanded
tactics to limit any other fun-
damental right - whether that
be religion, speech, or the
right to counsel - those stat-
utes would be quickly struck
down as unconstitutional by
even the most partisan of
jurists,” Michael McCoy, the
MSLF director of the Center
to Keep and Bear Arms, said
in a statement. “But when it
comes to the Second Amend-
ment, these tactics to limit
our God-given right to keep
and bear arms for self-de-
fense have borne fruit for far
too many states ... and for far
too long. No more!”

McCoy added he's confi-
dent the law won't stand up
in court.

“With the recent and clear
precedent out of the United
States Supreme Court and
the Tenth Circuit upholding
the Second Amendment pro-
tected rights of law-abiding
citizens, SB3 will not be able
to survive review and will be
struck down,” he said. “I am
confident of that”

One of the lawsuit’s plain-
tiffs, Israel Del Toro, an Air
Force veteran who survived
an IED blast in Afghanistan
that left him with burns on
over 80 percent of his body,
said the law would ban cer-
tain firearms and accessories
that help him shoot despite
physical limitations from his
Injuries, according to MSLF.
One of those accessories,
force-reset triggers, will be
banned under the new law.

“Similarly, due to the dif-
ficulty that [Del Toro] experi-
ences trying to hold a more
traditional-style ~ handgun
with only one partially intact
hand, Mr. Del Toro has come
to rely on the more versatile
AR platform semiautomatic
pistol with stabilizing brace,”
the lawsuit stated. “However,
under the provisions of the
Act, AR-platform pistols will
become illegal to manufac-
ture, sell or purchase ..”


https://mslegal.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Del-Toro-v.-Polis-Complaint.pdf
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_bd8a647b-4009-4a71-a448-cb5e1481bbba.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_4b51ac27-35fe-4823-bfef-7032ca3fdd04.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_98c1e666-ceca-11ef-a44c-f3e95df3e19a.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_98c1e666-ceca-11ef-a44c-f3e95df3e19a.html
https://mslegal.org/press-releases/mountain-states-legal-foundation-files-lawsuit-against-colorados-governor-polis-for-unconstitutional-gun-control-scheme/
https://mslegal.org/press-releases/mountain-states-legal-foundation-files-lawsuit-against-colorados-governor-polis-for-unconstitutional-gun-control-scheme/

ALan WooTen

(The Center Square)

U.S. Space Command Head-
quarters will move to Ala-
bama from Colorado.

Calling Huntsville by its
beloved “Rocket City” nick-
name, second-term Republi-
can President Donald Trump
reversed yet another Biden
era action and credited the
city for fighting harder “than
anybody else.” Known col-
loquially as SPACECOM, the
agency “plans, executes and
integrates  military  space
power into multi-domain
global operations in order
to deter aggression, defend
national interests, and when
necessary, defeat threats,’
says its military website.

Huntsville is home to the
Redstone Army Airfield and
NASA's Marshall Space Flight
Center. The Space and Mis-
sile Defense Command of the
Army is also in Huntsville and
is source of the community
moniker.

General Stephen Whiting
leads headquarters at Pe-
terson Space Force Base in
Colorado. The installation
sought to retain its position.
As Trump's first term wound
down, the Air Force on Nov.
19, 2020, named Peterson and
Redstone among six finalists.
The others were Kirtland Air
Force Base in New Mexico;
Port San Antonio in Texas; Of-
futt Air Force Base in Nebras-
ka; and Patrick Air Force Base
in Florida.

Two dozen locations were
in the self-nominated catego-
ry of wanting to be host. That
included then- Senator ).D.
Vance - now Vice President
Vance - helping lead an Ohio
charge for NASA John H. Glenn
Research Center's Neil Arm-
strong Test Facility in San-
dusky. California also made
a pitch in its role as home to
two Air Force bases (Edwards,
Travis), two Marine Corps in-
stallations (Pendleton, Twen-
tynine Palms), multiple Navy
bases and the Army’s sprawl-
ing Fort Irwin training center.

In 2023, then-President Joe
Biden said temporary head-
quarters in Colorado Springs
would become permanent.
That bucked Trump's first-
term plan, a move he said

“wrongly obstructed.”

In a release, Republican
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey
said, “The Redstone Arsenal
region was ready to welcome
Space Command Headquar-
ters when | made the official
pitch to the Defense secretary
In June 2019, and it remains
ready today to not only wel-
come headquarters, but to
welcome all of the military
personnel and their families.

“I commend Redstone and
city of Huntsville leaders for
their diligence in maintaining
a mission-ready stance. | also
applaud our entire congres-
sional delegation - Repub-

ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIBER BONUS SECTION

SPACECOM will leave Colorado for Alabama'’s Rocket City

licans and Democrats - es-
pecially Congressman Mike
Rogers as chairman of the
House Armed Service Com-
mittee.”

lvey has been governor
since 2017, when former
Governor Robert Bentley re-
signed. She won election in
2018 and 2022 with 59.5 per-
cent and 66.9 percent of the
votes, respectively.

U.S. Representative Mike
Rogers, R-Ala., said, “Alabama
was chosen in 2021 because it
was the absolute best loca-
tion for the Space Command
headquarters. Today, in 2025,
it remains the best location

for our national security and
for the taxpayer. This basing
decision has been affirmed
and reaffirmed by multiple
agencies and multiple offi-
cials throughout both the
Trump and Biden administra-
tions. Biden was content to
have Space Command located
in the fourth best location be-
cause it served him political-
ly. The differences between
him and President Trump
have never been clearer.

“On this historic day, | am
extremely proud to be an
American, proud to be an Ala-
bamian, and proud to support
the administration who made

this possible.”

Huntsville Mayor Tommy
Battle estimated 1,400 jobs
will come over the next five
years.

“Uprooting Space Com-
mand will weaken national
security and readiness, waste
taxpayer dollars, and incon-
venience military families,’
said second-term Democratic
Governor Jared Polis of Colo-
rado. “Coloradans and Amer-
icans should all be provided
full transparency and the full
details of this poor decision.”

Colorado officials decry Trump plan to relocate Space Command headquarters out of state

LinDSEY TOOMER
(Colorado Newsline)

President Donald Trump
will announce his intention
to move U.S. Space Command
headquarters out of Colorado
to Alabama on Tuesday, offi-
cials told national news out-
lets including The Associated
Press.

Space Command has been
at full operational capaci-
ty at Peterson Space Force
Base in Colorado Springs
since December 2023, after
former President Joe Biden

announced in July that vear it
would stay in Colorado.

Colorado officials previ-
ously expressed concern
that Trump’s decision during
his first presidential term
to move Space Command
to Huntsville, Alabama, was
politically motivated, as he
waited until after the 2020
election to announce the
move. Alabama went for
Trump, a Republican, in that
election, and Colorado went
for Biden, a Democrat.

Colorado officials  from
both parties have advocated

Space Command staying in
Colorado. Peterson housed
a previous version of Space
Command from 1985 to 2002.
The Air Force subsequently
oversaw military space oper-
ations from the site.
Colorado Attorney General
Phil Weiser, a Democrat who is
running for governor in 2026,
said in a statement Tuesday
his office has been preparing
for legal action over a Space
Command relocation if Trump
“made such an unlawful de-
cision.” Weiser said military
families in El Paso County
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have relied on the decision to
keep Space Command head-
quarters in Colorado.

“The Trump administra-
tion should not play politi-
cal games with our nation’s
military readiness and mili-
tary families,” Weiser said in
a statement. "Moving Space
Command Headquarters to
Alabama is not only wrong
for our national defense, but
it's harmful to hundreds of
Space Command personnel
and their families”
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Colorado’s estimated tariff rate rises sevenfold due to Trump policy, state report says

SARA WiLson
(Colorado Newsline)

Colorado’s effective tariff
rate is seven times what it was
last year following sweeping
tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration, according to a
new report released by Gov-
ernor Jared Polis’ office.

“One thing that's clear is
that everyone loses a trade
war," Polis told reporters at
the Governor's Residence in
Denver during a press confer-
ence Thursday. “It's a race to
the bottom.”

A tariff is a tax on import-
ed goods. President Donald
Trump has imposed a patch-
work of tariff rates on differ-
ent countries, many of them
stemming from a 10 percent
baseline tariff on all imports
imposed in April. Tariffs cur-
rently in effect include 50
percent tariffs on Brazilian
goods, 39 percent on Swiss
goods and 15 percent on
goods from the European
Union. Trump has also im-
posed high tariff rates on Ca-
nadian, Mexican and Chinese
goods — which account for
roughly half of Colorado’s im-
ports — but those are in flux
as the countries negotiate,
and they exclude Canadian
and Mexican products includ-
ed in the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada trade pact. There
are also individual tariffs on
imported cars, steel, alumi-
num and copper.

Companies that bring for-

eign goods into the country
are responsible for those tar-
iff costs.

“When businesses face high
tariffs and the associated un-
certainty and confusion, they
have difficult choices,” said
Jeff Kraft, the deputy direc-
tor of the Colorado Office of
Economic Development and
International Trade. “Compa-
nies are forced to either pass
costs onto consumers, which
raises prices and can reduce
revenue and obviously hurts
the consumer, or they have to
shift funds to cover the cost
of the tariffs internally.”

Polis requested the tariff
impact analysis through an
executive order in July. The
analysis says the estimated

effective tariff rate in Colo-
rado last year was 3 percent
but now it has increased to 21
percent.

Companies are forced to
either pass costs onto con-
sumers, which raises prices
and can reduce revenue and
obviously hurts the consum-
er, or they have to shift funds
to cover the cost of the tariffs
internally.

The hardest hit industries
in Colorado will likely be agri-
culture, energy, construction
and aerospace. The state’s
beef exports, for example,
fell by nearly $40 million in
the first half of this year com-
pared to last year, and the
report’s authors estimate a
combined direct and indirect

impact of that loss of beef
exports to be a reduction of
265 jobs and $80 million of
economic output in Colorado.
The Swiss tariffs could have
a big impact on Colorado’s
aerospace industry, which
imports about 73 percent of
its materials from the coun-
try. Product-specific tariffs on
steel, aluminum and copper
could also affect aerospace
defense manufacturing. The
report considered a poten-
tial 5 percent reduction in
foreign demand for Colorado
aerospace products and con-
cluded an estimated 195 lost
jobs and $61.6 million in gross
domestic product loss.
Additionally, tariffs related
to imported construction ma-

Coloradans hold breath as judge considers new gas pipeline standards

ERIC GALATAS
(Colorado News Connection)

After an explosion in Fires-
tone killed two people in 2017,
Colorado lawmakers ordered
the state agency regulating
oil and gas pipelines to create
new safety standards.

In June, the Public Utilities
Commission issued a pro-
posed rule on advanced leak
detection and repair for nat-
ural-gas pipelines.

Barbara Vasquez, board
member of the Western Col-
orado Alliance for Community
Action, said if the new rule is
approved, future tragedies
like the one in Firestone can
be prevented.
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“The expectation is, with
this advanced leak detection
and repair embedded in the
rules, that the whole state
will be safer” Vasquez ex-
plained.

Administrative Law Judge
Robert Garvey is charged with
bringing final recommenda-
tions on the new rule to the
commission. Vasquez hopes
Garvey will incorporate public
health and climate concerns
in his decision.

Pipeline leaks send harm-
ful pollutants, including car-
cinogens like benzine, into
the air near homes and busi-
nesses. Methane, the primary
component of natural gas, is
also more than 80 times more
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potent at trapping heat in the
atmosphere than C02.

Each year, gas pipelines
in Colorado leak as much as
76,000 metric tons of meth-
ane, according to recent anal-
ysis. Oil and gas producers
have largely supported reg-
ulations, many pioneered in
Colorado, requiring operators
to find and fix leaks.

Vasquez noted the new rule
will help industry bring more
of their product to market.

“It seems a no-brainer to
me that they would be on
board with whatever is the
most effective leak detection
and rapid repair, to conserve
their profit margin.”

Lynne Sullivan works on a

ranch in Larimer County. She
said over the past two de-
cades, oil and gas production
has had a profound effect
on air quality, especially for
anyone who works outside
on hot summer days sparking
ground-level ozone pollution.
Sullivan believes the new rule
is critical for cleaner air, and
meeting Colorado’s climate
goals.

“This is an incredibly ex-
citing opportunity for the
Colorado PUC to do the right
thing, demonstrating how to
protect people and our plac-
es from hazardous pollutants
and worsening climate di-
sasters,” Sullivan contended.
“These are expensive things.”

terials and the countries that
supply them could increase
construction costs for new
homes by 4 percent to 6 per-
cent, according to the report.

“There's no doubt that any
costs associated with tar-
iffs are directly incorporated
into construction costs and
into housing costs,” Polis
said. “Of course, we're doing
everything we can to reduce
the cost of construction as a
state, and this works counter
to that goal.”

There is potential that the
tariffs will impact state reve-
nue as well, because they are
expected to weaken consum-
er spending and slow eco-
nomic growth. The state could
lose about $240 million in
general fund revenue during
the current fiscal year and
about $450 million next fiscal
year if the current tariff rates
hold. That is a potential esti-
mate and not part of an offi-
cial economic forecast, which
will come later this month.

The Colorado Legislature
recently wrapped up a spe-
cial session to raise revenue
to soften the adverse impacts
of the recent federal spend-
ing and tax cut bill.

Colorado was part of a co-
alition of states that sued the
Trump administration over
the tariffs imposed using
emergency authority. An ap-
peals court found that most
of those tariffs were an il-
legal use of the emergency
powers law, but the decision
left the tariffs in place for
now and Trump is asking the
U.S. Supreme Court to take up
the case.

Polis is hoping the courts
will negate the tariffs, and
he called on Congress to do
more. The state does not have
any power regarding this in-
ternational trade policy.

“We really hope that Con-
gress shows a spine and
pushes hack against costly
Increases through tariffs and
try to change the mind of
the president in the White
House,” he said. “Congress
absolutely can limit the au-
thority of a president. They
can do that in the spending
bills that they're considering
right now. They can restrict
the ability of any president to
unilaterally impose tariffs.”


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y_-7D3w5gVwRvnCiWEUK_jDkAMTQVxLz/view
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/26/colorado-special-session-2025/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/31/repub/court-rejecting-trump-tariffs/
https://coloradonewsline.com/2025/08/31/repub/court-rejecting-trump-tariffs/
https://puc.colorado.gov/gaspipelinesafetyrules
https://puc.colorado.gov/gaspipelinesafetyrules
https://blogs.edf.org/energyexchange/wp-content/blogs.dir/38/files/2021/05/2019_EDF-CH4-Estimate.pdf
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Polis calls for return of Victims of Crime Act grant funding

ELYSE APEL
(The Center Square)

Colorado Governor Jared
Polis is calling for the Trump
administration to end restric-
tions it has put on Victims of
Crime Act grants.

The funding in jeopardy,
which has already been ap-
propriated by Congress, totals
more than a billion dollars.

“Coloradans know that
politicizing support for crime
victims is wrong,” Polis said.
“The Trump administration’s
decision to withhold these
funds is cruel and makes our
communities less safe.’

The US. Justice Depart-
ment has declared that states
will not be able to access Vic-
tims of Crime Act funding un-
less they agree to support the
administration’s immigration
enforcement.

Colorado is one of 20 states
that have joined together in
suing over these restrictions
on the funding, calling it in
their lawsuit “unprecedented
conditions.”

The Victims of Crime Act
was first enacted in 1984.
Administered by the US.
Department of Justice, the
grants help fund a wide va-
riety of programs including
victim and witness advocacy
services, emergency shelter,
crime scene cleanup, sexual
assault forensic exams, and

medical, funeral and burial
expenses.

In 2024, Colorado’s Office
for Victims Programs received
over $21 million in funding
from Victims of Crime Acts
grants. Funding is distributed
to states based on fixed stat-
utory formulas.

Polis said Colorado will
continue to fight for the res-
toration of the funding.

“This  federal funding
should go toward helping
survivors heal and get a fresh
start” Polis said. “Colorado

will stand up for survivors
and fight to ensure that ev-
ery victim has access to the
resources needed to recover.

Colorado House Major-
ity Leader Monica Duran,
D-Wheat Ridge, joined Polis
in pushing back.

“As a domestic violence
survivor, | know how life-sav-
ing these services are,” Duran
said. “For Colorado families in
crisis, VOCA funds mean hav-
ing a safe place to sleep, ac-
cess to counseling, or support
navigating the justice system.

It is unconscionable to use
survivors as pawns in a po-
litical fight over immigration.”

She added that the Col-
orado legislature will work
to protect services from be-
ing impacted by this federal
funding pause.

Under the Trump adminis-
tration’s conditions, to con-
tinue receiving the funding,
Colorado must comply with
immigration efforts by the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security.

Currently Colorado and its

capital city Denver have been
under scrutiny for their so-
called sanctuary city policies,
which limits their coopera-
tion with federal immigration
authorities.

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice recently released a list of
“states, cities, and counties
identified as having policies,
laws, or regulations that im-
pede enforcement of federal
Immigration laws.’

Colorado and Denver were
both on that list.

Pay gap widens between Colorado workers and CEOs

ERIC GALATAS
(Colorado News Connection)

As Coloradans celebrate
Labor Day, a new report
showed just how far workers
have fallen behind bosses
when it comes to their share
of company earnings.

CEOs at the largest 100
low-wage corporations listed
in the S&P 500 - businesses
such as Home Depot, Star-
bucks, Walmart and others
- earn 632 times more than
their lowest-paid workers on
average.

Sarah Anderson, Global
Economy Project director at
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies and the report’s lead au-
thor, said CEO pay has soared
since 2019, while worker pay

has lagged behind U.S. infla-
tion.

“At a time when many
American workers are strug-
gling with high costs for
things like groceries and
housing, what we found is
that the nation’s 100 largest
low-wage employers are fo-
cused on making their over-
paid CEQOs even richer,” An-
derson asserted.

Average CEO compensa-
tion at low-wage companies
was more than $17 million
in 2024, The average median
pay for workers was less than
$36,000. Corporate leaders
have long dismissed concerns
about pay disparities, arguing
it is the free market at work.
They said companies have to
compete for executive tal-

ent with other firms offering
handsome compensation
packages.

Anderson disagrees with
the so-called “great man the-
ory,” a perspective suggesting
the person in the corner of-
fice is almost single-handedly
responsible for the value of a
company. She said the justifi-
cation for skyrocketing exec-
utive pay was turned on its
head during the COVID public
health emergency.

“It was low-wage, front
line workers who really kept
our economy going,” Ander-
son pointed out. “Everyone
contributes to the value of
a company. It is not healthy
to have one person making
hundreds if not thousands of
times more than ordinary em-
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ployees make.’

One of the report’s recom-
mendations is to raise taxes
on firms paying CEOs 50 to
100 times more than the av-
erage worker. Anderson noted
companies with reasonable
executive salaries would not
pay an extra dime in taxes.
She added some cities and
states are already doing it to
encourage companies to nar-
row pay gaps.

“By either bringing down
CEO pay or lifting up worker
pay, or both,” Anderson ad-
vised. “If they refuse to do
that, then they'll pay a bit ex-
tra and we can use that mon-
ey to help reduce inequality.”
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Talk of possible ICE raid mars Nebraska county fair's push to feature Mexican band

NATALIA ALAMDARI
(Nebraska Examiner)

In a dusty show barn, kids
march out their prize-winning
swine as an auctioneer sings
out competing bids.

Outside, shrieks pierce this
hot August night as families
spin in loops on lit-up carni-
val rides. Vendors sell giant
chocolate ice creams and
funnel cakes, corn dogs and
lemonades.

Every year, the Chase Coun-
ty Fair & Expo draws 10,000
people to this county of 3,764.
They come for the classic
small-town rite of summer.
And they come for the fair's
annual concerts.

This year, the county fair
did something new. For the
first time, fair organizers
hired a Mexican band to
perform, figuring that made
practical sense in a commu-
nity whose Latino population
has grown sixfold since 2000.
The announcement brought
buzz and excitement on so-
cial media.

But in the hours leading up
to the Thursday night concert,
only 300 tickets had sold, low
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for the grandstand that can
hold 3,500. Many local Latino
residents had decided to stay
home, afraid of what could
happen.

“The rumor was that this
was hait,” Imperial resident
Cynthia Almanza said while
waiting for the concert to
start. “That ICE was going to
show up.”

The local rumor mill also
alleged that the county sher-
iff had been the one to make
that call.

Versions of this story
burned through Imperial and
surrounding towns this sum-
mer, Almanza and other resi-
dents told the Flatwater Free
Press.

The Chase County sheriff
was upset the fair had booked
a Mexican band, residents
said. He had called the feds,
they said. They even said the
fair had planned the concert
as a trap. The suspicion grew
so strong that one Imperial
police officer went so far as to
ask Immigration and Customs
Enforcement: Did the sheriff
contact you?

Chase County Sheriff Kevin
Mueller said in an emailed
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statement it was a “false
and harmful rumor” that he
“made a racist comment”
during a fair board meeting
discussing security needs for
the concert.

But it was true that he
called ICE, he said in an email
Thursday evening.

“l did place a call to ICE"
Mueller wrote. “About a week
later, someone returned my
call ... by that time, | had al-
ready determined that we
had sufficient security in
place through the Fair Board
and the State Patrol.”

The idea that ICE agents
could show up at the fair
took root in people’s minds.
Almanza had friends who
skipped the show. “It terrified
lots of people,” she said.

“It made me question if |
should even be here,” said Ju-
dith Beltran, another concert-
goer, who heard the story of
the potential ICE raid shortly
after arriving for the concert
from Denver. “Just because of
the chaos ... | don't want to be
in the middle of it

In the eight months of im-
migration crackdowns under
the Trump administration,

fear of ICE raids has penetrat-
ed many aspects of immigrant
life in Nebraska. Rumors of
raids and government vehi-
cle sightings flood Facebook
groups and WhatsApp chats.

Some families are retreat-
ing from public life, including
some who have legal status,
advocates say. It's keeping
kids from attending school,
they say, and parents from
going to work.

In Imperial, it left some
wondering: Is the county fair
safe?

A LATINO BAND

The Chase County Fair
Board approached Rodolfo
Aragon in April with a ques-
tion: Would he join the com-
mittee to help book a Latino
band? The board was trying to
make the annual event more
inclusive, Aragon said, and
wanted “to thank people for
being a part of the commu-
nity.”

Aragon moved to the area
21 years ago to work for the
feedlot Imperial Beef. He en-
couraged his brother to join
him. They're one of the many
families from Chihuahua,

Mexico, that found a home
here, drawn by feedlot jobs or
farm work at the potato grow-
er Frenchman Valley Produce.

In 2000, only 5% of Imperi-
al's residents were Latino, ac-
cording to census data. Now,
nearly a third of the city's res-
idents are.

“The whole community has
really shifted in the last two
to three decades,” said Tyler
Pribbeno, an Imperial native
and the city administrator.
“Imperial has sustained its
population ... we would have
been much smaller, probably
the size of Grant, if we didn't
have all these people coming
in and choosing to live and
work and play here.”

The fair board first suggest-
ed a smaller act to draw this
ever-growing Latino crowd,
maybe a show that didn’t play
at the main grandstand, may-
be a local band.

But the newly recruited
Aragon and the concert com-
mittee wanted to go bigger.
After all, Johnny Cash played
the Chase County Fair. So did
Alice Cooper.

Continued on page B7
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“We didn't want the His-
panic pick to be any differ-
ent,” Aragon said. “Let's pick
someone from Chihuahua,
everyone's going to be drawn
to that”

In May, they hit what they
thought was the Mexican mu-
sic jackpot, hiring La Fiera de
0Ojinaga, an accordion-driven
norteno band from north-
ern Mexico with more than 2
million monthly listeners on
Spotify and hundreds of mil-
lions of streams.

Then, Aragon started hear-
ing a rumor. White residents
were telling their Latino
friends: You might not want
to be at that concert. People
in the country legally wor-
ried about attending, scared
that they could get detained
because of the color of their
skin, Aragon said.

The most out-there version
of the rumor he heard: That
the fair board had planned
the concert as a trap.

“We can't control fear. We
can only control what we can
control,” said Ryan Strom-
berger, president of the fair
board. “It's unfortunate that

they felt that way, | don't |

know how we can control
that, though Obvious-
ly we had no ill intentions,
otherwise we wouldn't have
booked it”

RUMORS ROLL

Much of this fear appeared
to stem from the May fair
board meeting, when the
board convened weeks be-
fore fair leaders planned to
announce the last-minute
concert addition.

City police and the Sher-
iff's Office attended to dis-
cuss concert security. They
appeared to single out the
Mexican concert as a specific
worry.

The law enforcement offi-
cers “voiced concerns about
disturbances during Thurs-
day’s night concert,” meeting
minutes read. “They want to
know about security precau-
tions for concert nights.”

The discussion lasted
about 20 minutes, according
to meeting minutes. There
is no audio recording of that
meeting. Fair board members
deferred questions to Strom-

berger, who said discussion
focused mostly on whether
law enforcement agencies
had the budget and manpow-
er to accommodate an extra
concert night.

But that discussion contin-
ued among law enforcement
officers outside the meeting
room, said Chris Bustillos, the
Imperial police sergeant. Af-
ter that meeting, the rumors
started to spiral, several Im-
perial residents said in inter-
views.

Mueller, the county sheriff,
said in an email that any ru-
mors that he “made a racist
comment during a fair board
meeting” were false.

“We had concerns that an
extra night would place addi-
tional strain on our resourc-
es,” he wrote. “Apparently,
one member took offense
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partment of Homeland Se-
curity agent replied that the
office had “received a call
regarding the concerts.”

Bustillos said he and the
DHS agent then spoke by
phone. The agent told him
that yes, the Sheriff’'s Office
had contacted the ICE office,
Bustillos said in an interview.
No, the ICE agents weren't
planning to come to the fair.

Mueller didn't return a
phone call Thursday seeking
additional comment. Instead,
he had a Sheriff's Office em-
ployee send the Flatwater
Free Press his emailed state-
ment. He had previously not
returned two other phone
calls and an email seeking
comment, instead communi-
cating via another emailed
statement.

Calling ICE had “nothing to
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to my comments and began
spreading a false and harmful
rumor about me ... this alle-
gation is baseless, damaging,
and driven by personal agen-
das — not facts.”

Bustillos said he decided
to fact-check the rumors him-
self.

“I believe our sheriff for
Chase County contacted
someone either in your office
or on the hotline about a His-
panic concert we will be hav-
ing for our Chase County Expo
Fair," he wrote to the North
Platte ICE office in an email
obtained by the Flatwater
Free Press through a records
request. “l was just hoping to
find out if that is something
you or anyone in the ICE of-
fice will be attending? Again, |
was just informed our sheriff
contacted you. | have no idea
if he really did or if that's
something you do."

Replying via email, a De-

do with the false allegation
that I made racist comments,”
Mueller wrote. “My focus
throughout has been solely
on ensuring the safety and
security of the fair, nothing
more.”’

An ICE spokesperson de-
clined to discuss any interac-
tion with the sheriff.

“Pushing something out
about ICE speaking to a sher-
iff or other law enforcement
officers, with whom we part-
ner with on a daily basis, will
do nothing but fear monger,
spokesperson Tanya Roman
wrote in an email. “There is
no reason why anyone not
breaking the law should have
any concerns about one law
enforcement agency speaking
to another”

KNOWING YOUR RIGHTS

On a Sunday afternoon
two weeks before the fair,
about 20 people gathered in

an Imperial United Methodist
Church sanctuary. The day's
lecture: Knowing your rights
if stopped by ICE.

After hearing the fair ru-
mors, Jo Leyland felt moved
to act. The retired city ad-
ministrator started calling
nonprofits, hoping to get a
pamphlet she could hand out
to people about immigration
rights. Instead, staff members
from Nebraska Appleseed, a
nonprofit that advocates for
immigrant rights, offered to
make the nearly four-hour
drive from Lincoln to Impe-
rial.

“l wanted to educate peo-
ple, both with brown and
white faces, about what could
be done if the worst thing
happened and ICE did show
up,” Leyland said.

After the presentation
at the church, Leyland took
Know Your Rights cards from
an Appleseed rep to pass out
at the fair. The city took pam-
phlets to keep at the library
and city offices. By the end
of the session, all the paper
handouts had been taken.

Appleseed has held work-
er's rights safety trainings
for years, said Ruby Méndez
Lopez, a community orga-
nizer with the nonprofit. But
since January, the nonprofit
has held about 20 Know Your
Rights meetings across the
state, educating immigrants
and Americans on what they
can and can't do during a
crackdown.

People are desperate for
this information, Méndez
Lopez said, and grateful to
get it. But getting people to
attend Know Your Rights ses-
sions can be a challenge.

“If we publicly post Know
Your Rights information, peo-
ple get really nervous about
showing up,” Méndez Lopez
said. “People start to think
it's a trap put on by whoever
is planning it”

At the Imperial meeting,
most of the attendees were
white. Méndez Lopez tried to
set up a smaller Know Your
Rights session with migrant
workers in town. People were
too scared to come, she said.
The fear of going out in public
has come and gone in waves
through 2025, Méndez Lopez
said.

It was strong at the start
of the year, when President
Donald Trump took office. It
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peaked again after the immi-
gration raid at Glenn Valley
in Omaha, when ICE detained
about 75 people. In the after-
math, rumors of potential ICE
raids in towns like Lexington
and Grand Island flooded
social media. No other large
raid has yet happened.

“People were just not
showing up to work,” Méndez
Lopez said. “When there's
rumors that are unverified, it
disrupts people’s lives entire-
ly ... it's hard to know what to
believe.

How IT WENT

Thursday night at the fair,
excitement over the concert
mixed with unease and un-
certainty. At a large booth on
the midway, young members
of the Lions Club shouted out
bingo numbers — in English
and Spanish.

Further down the mid-
way, a cutout of Donald and
Melania Trump advertised a
booth selling MAGA hats and
T-shirts, thermoses proclaim-
ing “Don’t Tread on Me” and “I
voted for the felon.”

No immigration authorities
showed up that night. And
fewer concertgoers than usu-
al showed up, too — roughly
500 people ended up buy-
ing tickets to see La Fiera de
Ojinaga, Stromberger said,
far fewer than the combined
6,000 attendees at the Friday
and Saturday country acts.

But the hundreds of most-
ly Latino fans who did attend
came dressed in their best
cowboy hats, jeans and boots.
Some, like Almanza, never
thought they would see a day
when one of their favorite
Mexican bands played their
small-town American fair.

Asthe band played, couples
paired off and whirled their
way around the empty back
half of the venue, stepping in
time with the band’s bouncy
drumbeat in the glowing light
of the stage. The notes of an
accordion and saxophone
rang out into the crowd.
And when the band shouted
out their home state of Chi-
huahua, whoops and cheers
erupted from the crowd.

Behind the crowd, a lit-up
Ferris wheel looped kids into
the sky. Vendors handed out
cotton candy and fried Oreos.
For a moment, it felt like an-
other night at the fair.
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Utah redistricting lawsuit parties agree on new timeline to redraw congressional map

KATIE MCKELLAR
(Utah News Dispatch)

Attorneys for the Utah Leg-
islature and plaintiffs in the
redistricting lawsuit against
the state have agreed on a
timeline to redraw Utah's
congressional boundaries.

Third District Judge Dianna
Gibson tossed out Utah's 2021
congressional map in a ruling
she issued last week that de-
termined the Utah Legislature
unconstitutionally repealed
and replaced Better Bound-

aries’ 2018 voter-approved
ballot initiative that sought
to create an independent re-
districting commission.

Attorneys for both the
Legislature and the anti-ger-
rymandering lawsuit's plain-
tiffs agreed on the following
deadlines, according to a
court filing submitted Thurs-
day:

September 25: The Utah
Legislature will publish its
new proposed map.

September 26 to October 5:
Lawmakers will hold a public

comment period to take input
on the map.

October 6: The Legisla-
ture will take a final vote
on the map and submit it to
the court for consideration.
Plaintiffs will also have the
same deadline to submit any
proposed maps to the judge.

October 17: The deadline
for both parties to file briefs,
expert reports, and other ma-
terials in support or opposi-
tion to map submissions, if
necessary.

October 23 to October 24:

The court will hold an eviden-
tiary hearing, if necessary.

October 28: The deadline
for parties to file proposed
findings of fact and conclu-
sions of law with the court, if
necessary.

November 10: The latest
possible date for the court to
select a final map, according
to the lieutenant governor's
office.

Previously, Lt. Governor
Deidre Henderson's office
had told the judge the latest
a new map could be adopt-

West Nile virus-related death reported in Utah as illness spreads across counties

ALIXEL CABRERA
(Utah News Dispatch)

Human West Nile virus cas-
es are increasing along the
Wasatch Front, two health
agencies reported this week.
The spread resulted in one
death in Davis County.

As of Wednesday there
were three cases of the virus
in Davis County, said Trev-
or Warner, communications
manager at the Davis County
Health Department. Two of
them were neuroinvasive, a
severe form of the infection
that affects the central ner-
vous system, leading the pa-
tients to be hospitalized.

An individual over 60 years
old died at the hospital last
week, Warner said. It's the

first death related to the virus
in the state since 2023.

“(The neuroinvasive form
of the virus) can result in
some long-term complica-
tions or even death,” Warner
added. “So, the more severe
infections, those will include
a high fever, neck stiffness,
the person will be disorient-
ed, and in some cases, have
tremors or muscle weakness.”

The neuroinvasive virus
may also lead to other se-
rious conditions, including
meningitis, encephalitis or
paralysis, the Utah County
Health Department said in
a news release Wednesday.
However, most people infect-
ed with the virus don’t devel-
op symptoms.

The Utah County Health
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Department reported five
probable human cases of the
West Nile virus. Four of them
are neuroinvasive.

The virus has been con-
firmed in mosquito pools and
human cases across different
counties in the state, so local
agencies are urging residents
to avoid mosquito hites.

Health officials advised
wearing insect repellent
when outdoors, especially
at dawn or dusk, as well as
wearing long sleeves, pants
and socks at those times,
which is when mosquitoes
are the most active.

Utahns are also advised
to eliminate standing water
around homes, even small
containers, ensure that doors
and windows are screened,

and take extra precaution if
they are older or immuno-
compromised to avoid severe
illness.

In Davis County, Warner
said, residents can call the
mosquito abatement district
to request an inspection to
identify potential issues with
standing water or any other
sources of mosquitoes. When
needed, the district can spray
those areas to avoid mosqui-
toes.

“It's not uncommon to have
West Nile positive pools and
have human cases of West
Nile. But what is a little un-
common is the amount of
neuroinvasive cases, and
then the fact that we did have
a death,” Warner said.

ed would be November 1, in
order to give county clerks
enough time to finalize pre-
cincts before candidates can
begin filing in January.

However, earlier this week
during a status conference,
Gibson asked if there would
be any flexibility — even if it's
a matter of days — to push
back her previously proposed
schedule to give lawmakers
more time to submit their
maps. In her initial order last
week, the judge proposed
that deadline to be Septem-
ber 24.

The lieutenant governor's
attorneys said in another
court filing earlier this week
that they could push the No-
vember 1 deadline to Novem-
ber 10.

Additionally, Gibson had
included in her initial order
the opportunity for “third
parties” — in addition to
the Legislature and the law-
suit's plaintiffs — to submit
proposed maps. However,
in their joint court filing, at-
torneys for both parties said
they “agree that map submis-
sions to the Court should be
limited to the existing parties
in this case.”

“Third parties have the op-
portunity to submit proposed
maps and comments during
the legislative process,” they
wrote in Thursday's filing.
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Yellowstone wolves observed movmg pups to follow elk — upending assumptions

KATIE KLINGSPORN
(Daily Montana)

Scientific  research
long assumed gray wolves
are  non-migratory ~ during
springtime, staying anchored
to tend to litters of nearly
helpless pups. For the first

weeks of life, after all, pups |
are blind, deaf and extremely |

vulnerable.

A game camera image cap-
tured in the Greater Yellow-
stone Ecosystem, however,
upends that assumption. In
the picture, an adult female
wolf hauls a squirmy-looking
pup by its hindquarters. The
collared female, GPS data
shows, was transporting the
youngster from a den site to
a new pack “rendezvous” site
— effectively relocating her
young family.

The photograph is part of
a study, “Wolves use diverse
tactics to track partially mi-
gratory prey,” that sheds new
light on the evolving dynam-
ics between ungulates and
the carnivores that prey on
them.

The study, published Au-
gust 1 in the journal Current
Biology, finds that canids with
very young pups relocate
homesites If their source of
prey — in this case, elk — mi-
grate.

The research helps illu-
minate the ways shifting
ungulate migrations can im-
pact predator behaviors and
ecosystem dynamics, said
senior author Arthur Middle-
ton, a University of California,
Berkeley, professor who has
spent years researching un-
gulate migration and conser-
vation in Wyoming.

“It's sort of become pretty
obvious to me that (ungulate
migrations are) really import-
ant to the functioning of the
ecosystem,” Middleton said.
“But, we've had work to do to
show how and why, and so |
think this helps add another
piece of that puzzle.”

This puzzle piece relates
to the ways ungulate move-
ments can directly influence
the behavior of large carni-
vores. “That has broader im-
plications, I think, for how we
think about the migrations
and why we're trying to con-
serve them and things like

has | Yy

that,” Middleton said.
TRACKING MOVEMENTS

The research team set out
in 2019 to learn about wolf
predation in more granular
detail, said co-author Avery
Shawler. To do that, research-
ers partnered with the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Depart-
ment to put collars on both
prey — nearly 100 members
of the large Cody elk herd —
as well as their predators —
19 wolves belonging to seven
packs.

“So we were investigating
wolf kill sites to see what
they were killing and eating,’
said Shawler, who completed
her doctorate at the Universi-
ty of California - Berkeley in
2024.

This study area is east of
Yellowstone National Park
in the Absaroka Mountains,
a rugged landscape home to
high-alpine meadows, Doug-
las fir forests, aspen glades
and sagebrush steppe.

During summer and winter
seasons through 2021, scien-
tists collected a great deal of
data on the movement pat-
terns of the animals, Shawler
said.

That allowed researchers
“to do movement analyses
and compare GPS collar in-
formation,” she said. Through
that, they realized “that dif-
ferent wolf packs have differ-
ent strategies for tracking the
Cody elk herd, which has in-
dividuals that migrate and in-
dividuals that don't migrate.”

Wyoming Game and Fish
game camera images helped
bolster the collar observa-
tions.

Ultimate findings demon-
strated that gray wolves use
diverse movement tactics to
track partially migratory elk.
Some VYellowstone Ecosys-

tem elk only migrate short
distances in the spring, and
the wolf packs that tracked
them generally stayed in the
territory where they first es-
tablished their dens. Other
elk travel longer springtime
distances, and the wolf packs
that tracked them went to
greater lengths to keep close.
That includes packs with pups

shifting homesites to follow ...

migratory elk to summer
range. Sometimes they car-
ried small pups as far as 20
kilometers from their original
dens.

Because the highest source
of wolf mortality can be at-
tributed to members of other
packs killing puppies, moving
them is risky, Shawler said.

The relocation of small
pups was not a surprise to
Game and Fish hiologists and
other large carnivore special-
ists, Shawler and Middleton
said. Experts have observed

that behavior on the ground
for years. The finer-scaled

¥ detail provided by GPS collars
& confirmed their observations.

But, Middleton said, these
findings counter years of

| assumptions by the larger

body of animal researchers

{ that migratory ungulates can

escape predation in spring
because wolves are anchored
to dens and their largely im-
mobile pups. The study is the
first time researchers outside
of the Arctic have observed
gray wolves shifting their ter-
ritorial range to be closer to
prey during pup-rearing sea-
son.

The game camera photo
captured it perfectly, Shawl-
er noted. “Once they got that
camera trap photo, literally of
an adult wolf carrying a pup
that was really, really young
It was like, ‘Oh, they actu-
ally are moving the pups, and
that's over some really rug-
ged terrain, over a pretty long
distance.”

ImpLICATIONS

Previous work by Middle-
ton illustrated that elk are
hishly variable and have the
means to adapt to changing
climate cues.

This study takes that a step
further, Shawler said.

“There's less research on
how predators respond to
that flexibility, and it would

make sense that predators
are also able to adapt,” she
said. “So it's just kind of add-
ing to that literature.”

Understanding how wolves
adapt to the prey’s behavior
can help land managers bet-
ter conserve both species,
Middleton said. The study
area, outside of Yellowstone
National Park boundaries,
encompasses human de-
velopment like ranches and
wilderness. That makes it a
candidate for human-wildlife
conflict.

Researchers generated a
significant body of data, and
Shawler is working to publish
further work from it.

Additional study co-au-
thors include Kenneth J. Mills
and Tony W. Mong of the Wy-
oming Game and Fish Depart-
ment; Kristin J. Barker of UC
Berkeley and Beyond Yellow-
stone Living Lab; and Wenjing
Xu of the Senckenberg Biodi-
versity and Climate Research
Centre in Germany.

The National Geograph-
ic Society, Knobloch Family
Foundation, George B. Storer
Foundation, Wyoming Game
and Fish Department, UC
Berkeley and USDA National
Institute of Food and Agri-
culture supported the study,
which was conducted from a
base at the Buffalo Bill Center
of the West in Cody.

Wyoming to host congressional hearing on public lands maintenance

SUZANNE POTTER
(Wyoming News Service)

Grand Teton National Park
will host a congressional
hearing today on renewed
funding for a law providing
for maintenance on public
lands.

The Great American Out-
doors Act, which passed with
bipartisan support during the
first Trump administration, is
up for reauthorization.

Emily Douce, deputy vice
president of government af-
fairs for the National Parks
Conservation  Association,
said it has funneled more
than $6.5 billion to national
parks to fix a range of issues.

“A lot of these facilities,
whether it's a visitor center,
or waste or drinking water

systems, or trails, or camp-
grounds, they were built
about 60 years ago, and they
need an upgrade,” Douce con-
tended.

Over the past few years,
crews at Grand Teton have
repaved roads, reconstructed
a bridge, improved the waste-
water system and upgraded
parking areas. Nationwide,
the projects employ around
17,000 people.

National parks attract more
than 330 million tourists,
contribute more than $55
billion in economic output
and support 415,000 private
sector jobs each year.

Douce stressed the Trump
administration’s  extensive
cuts to the Park Service work-
force this year are making it
difficult to manage mainte-

KiowaCountyPress.net - Friday, September 12, 2025

nance projects.

“Twenty-four percent of
permanent employees have
been let go since January,’
Douce pointed out. “It is im-
portant for this work to con-
tinue. This progress will likely
be compromised if the staff
don't get replaced and the re-
ductions in force go forward.”

Wyoming is the third-larg-
est recipient of funding from
the National Parks and Pub-
lic Legacy Restoration Fund,
established as part of the
Great American Outdoors Act.
The fund handles deferred
maintenance at the National
Park Service, the U.S. Forest
Service, The Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Bureau of Land
Management and the Bureau
of Indian Education.
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982225008814
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982225008814
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982225008814
https://wyofile.com/migration-atlas-offers-roadmap-for-conservation/
https://wyofile.com/study-most-yellowstone-grand-teton-visitors-support-added-fee-for-wildlife-conservation/
https://wyofile.com/study-most-yellowstone-grand-teton-visitors-support-added-fee-for-wildlife-conservation/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2019/06/14/what-drives-yellowstones-massive-elk-migrations/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2019/06/14/what-drives-yellowstones-massive-elk-migrations/
https://news.berkeley.edu/2019/06/14/what-drives-yellowstones-massive-elk-migrations/
https://www.doi.gov/gaoa
https://www.doi.gov/gaoa
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/national-park-visitation-sets-new-record-economic-engines
https://www.doi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-08/final508leaving-legacygaoa-lrf20250801.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-08/final508leaving-legacygaoa-lrf20250801.pdf
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North Dakota tribes become a model for promoting Native tourism

JEFF BEACH
(North Dakota Monitor)

North Dakota tribes say
their first-in-the-nation effort
to band together to promote
tourism is paying off.

“We want to tell our stories
with our voices,” said Stac-
ey LaCompte, director of the
North Dakota Native Tourism
Alliance.

She said the group has
had success catering to tour
groups from Europe. She said
the European groups are of-
ten in North Dakota for about
three weeks and are inter-
ested in visiting all five tribal
nations that share geography
with North Dakota. They often
want to take in South Dakota
sites, too, she said.

“They're paying for the
tour. They're paying for the
hotels, the gas, the food,
LaCompte said. “They're buy-
ing souvenirs. They're buying
from our artisans.”’

Stacey LaCompte, direc-
tor of the North Dakota Na-
tive Tourism Alliance, right,
and Tamara St. John, a board
member for the group, speak
to a legislative committee on
Aug. 19,2025, near Hankinson,
North Dakota. (Photo by Jeff
Beach/North Dakota Monitor)

LaCompte and others from
the tourism group briefed
North Dakota lawmakers on
their efforts recently.

The presentation was to
the North Dakota Legisla-
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ture’s Tribal and State Re-
lations Committee that met
at the Dakota Magic Casino
near Hankinson on the Lake
Traverse Indian Reservation.
The reservation lies mostly
in South Dakota with a small
portion in southeast North
Dakota.

The reservation isthe home
of the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Oyate tribe. Tamara St. John is
a historian for the tribe who
called North Dakota Native
Tourism Alliance “precedent
setting,” with similar groups
forming in other states af-
ter hearing of the success in
North Dakota.

The North Dakota Native
Tourism Alliance was formed
in 2016. The group began of-
fering cultural tours in 2021.

St. John, a board member

for the group, said interna-
tional travelers are often
interested in an “authentic”
travel experience to learn
about Native American cul-
ture.

“And who better to share
that than us,” St. John said.

Some tour groups from
countries such as Norway
and Germany are interested
in learning about immigrant
families that settled in Dako-
ta Territory.

“They want to understand
the cultural differences and
relationships” with Native
Americans, St. John said.

Fred Walker is global mar-
keting manager for the North
Dakota Department of Com-
merce’s tourism and mar-
keting team. He said in an
interview that Europeans do

have strong interest in Native
American culture and when
they visit, will take their time
to visit multiple attractions.

“They spend more time,
they spend more money, and
they really try to engage into
wherever they're at,” Walker
said. “They immerse them-
selves.”

He said the groups are usu-
ally families of four to eight
people instead of large tour
groups.

European tourists may vis-
it the reservations but tours
often include visits to oth-
er sites, such as Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, the
National Buffalo Museum at
Jamestown and other muse-
ums.

LaCompte said the Theo-
dore Roosevelt Presidential

Boom or bust? North Dakota sees new data center debates

MIKE MOEN
(Prairie News Service)

A data center company
hopes to break ground soon
on a new project in North
Dakota, with promises of eco-
nomic gains but in addition to
community-level pushback,
the proposal faces questions
about sustainability.

The firm behind the proj-
ect, Applied Digital, wants to
build a $3 billion data center
just outside Fargo. Officials
said it is needed to meet the
surge in demand for storing
digital data and it would add
at least 200 jobs to the area.

Michael Graalum, clean
energy field organizer for
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the Dakota Resource Coun-
cil, questioned whether it is
worth it to use land protected
by the flood mitigation effort
known as the Red River Diver-
sion.

“Especially in Fargo, it's
just such a waste of land that
we've worked so hard to make
viable,” Graalum contended.
“We're just gonna throw it
away for a data center, and
it's thoroughly frustrating’

Data centers are under
scrutiny over the immense
water use required to keep
internal servers cool. Devel-
opers have eyed cold-weath-
er states to avoid such
conflicts. Graalum is more
worried about the data cen-
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ter boom being used to keep
fossil fuel plants alive. The
Harwood City Council this
week advanced the project
near Fargo, with residents cit-
ing concerns about noise and
other issues.

Another vote on the local
development is expected in
October. Graalum argued if a
town or city is taking a strong
look at a data center plan,
they should limit interest to
those proposed by large, es-
tablished companies like Mi-
crosoft or Amazon. He thinks
too many players have come
on the scene, predicting re-
sources will be wasted once
demand subsides.

“I think what we're gonna

see here over the next few
years is gonna be a data cen-
ter bust,” Graalum asserted.
“A lot of these facilities going
to end up being abandoned.”

According to the group
Data Center Watch, $64 bil-
lion in projects have been
blocked or delayed amid
local opposition around the
country. However, some an-
alysts downplay claims of an
“overbuild” of the centers as
community debates play out.
Meanwhile, Applied Digital
said North Dakota has abun-
dant power resources, in-
cluding renewables, to build
sustainable digital infrastruc-
ture.

Library, which is scheduled to
open in Medora next year, has
already reached out to the
Native Tourism Alliance so
the group can be a resource
for library visitors.

Walker said other states,
including South Dakota and

Montana, have followed
North  Dakota’s example
in forming Native tourism
groups.

North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Montana, Wyoming and
Idaho also have formed a
tourism partnership called
the Great American West.
Each year, it hosts an event
called the International
Roundup that helps tour pro-
moters learn about attrac-
tions and events, including
with Native Americans, in the
five-state region.

The 2026 International
Roundup will be in Medora
from April 28 to May 1.

In addition to international
tours, Les Thomas, president
of the Native Tourism Alli-
ance, said tribes have been
building themselves up as
tourist destinations beyond
casinos. The Turtle Mountain
Band of Chippewa, where he
is a citizen, has added a water
park and trampoline park.

Thomas emphasized the
economic impact of tourism
for the tribes and North Da-
kota.

He said the United Tribes
Technical College annual
powwow in Bismarck has a
$10 million economic impact.
The powwow is Friday to Sun-
day.

Tourism is on the agenda
for Wednesday’s Annual Trib-
al Leaders Summit that leads
up to the powwow.

He said the tribes also have
been participating in more
non-tribal events, such as
being a sponsor of the Norsk
Hostfest in Minot and having
dancers perform at Country
Fest near New Salem.

St. John invited North Da-
kotans to stop at a new visitor
center for the Sisseton-Wah-
peton Oyate.

“There's so much to be
gained by building bridges
and building relationships
and that's really what North
Dakota tribal tourism is all
about,” St. John said.


https://www.ndnta.com/
https://www.ndnta.com/
https://unitedtribespowwow.com/
https://ir.applieddigital.com/news-events/press-releases/detail/127/applied-digital-to-break-ground-on-3-billion-polaris-forge
https://www.datacenterwatch.org/report
https://www.datacenterwatch.org/report

ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIBER BONUS SECTION

Firefighters question leaders’ role in Washington immigration raid

ALEX BROWN
(Stateline)

Wildland firefighters were
stunned when federal immi-
gration authorities last week
raided an active wildfire
response in Washington
state, arresting two firefight-
ers and sidelining crews for
hours.

Wildfire veterans say the
operation was nearly un-
precedented, a breach in
longstanding protocol that
federal agents don't disrupt
emergency responders to
check immigration status.

Many wildfire veterans be-
lieve the management team
overseeing the fire crews
played a key role in handing
over the firefighters to immi-
gration authorities.

Stateline spoke to nearly
a dozen firefighters, agency
staffers and contractors fa-
miliar with the incident, who
shared their belief that the
top officials assigned to the
fire deployed the crews to a
remote location under false
pretenses so federal agents
could check their immigration
status. Most of them spoke
privately for fear of retalia-
tion.

The raid has reverberat-
ed among fire crews, agen-
cy leaders and contractors.
Wildfire veterans say the
arrests have stoked fear and
distrust among firefighters
on the ground. They worry
that crews may be scared to
deploy if they may become a
target for immigration raids.

“There’s really no way [the
wildfire management team]
could not have been in-
volved,” said Riva Duncan, a
former wildland fire chief.

TEAM WAS ASSIGNED TO
RESPOND TO BEAR GULCH
FIRE NEAR OLYMPIC NATIONAL
PARK

Since the incident became
public, the wildfire world has
been abuzz with anger at that
team — California Interagency
Incident Management Team 7.
Made up of federal, state and
local fire professionals, the
team was assigned to over-
see the response to the Bear
Gulch fire, which has burned
9,000 acres in and around
Olympic National Park in

Washington state.

One firefighter who was
present at the raid said he is
convinced that Team 7 leaders
sent their crews into a trap.

“| felt beyond betrayed,’
said the firefighter, who re-
quested anonymity to pro-
tect his career. “What they
did was messed up. They'd
been talking in their briefings
about building relationships
and trust. For them to say
that and then go do this is
mind-boggling. It boiled my
blood.”

Team 7 Incident Command-
er Tom Clemo, in an email,
declined to comment, citing
an active investigation. Tom
Stokesberry, the team’s pub-
lic information officer, did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment.

According to daily Incident
Action Plans filed by Team 7
and posted online, the crews
had previously been digging
holding lines, working to
protect structures and con-
ducting mop-up work. The
two crews targeted by federal
agents had not been assigned
to work together in the days
leading up to the raid.

Then, August 27, both crews
— workers from private com-
panies contracted to help
fight the fire — were told
to deploy to a staging area
where they would cut fire-
wood for the local commu-
nity. The firefighter who was
present at the raid told State-
line that a division supervisor
told the crews he would meet
them at the site, but never
showed up.

After arriving at the site,
the firefighter said, the crews
found piles of logs, seemingly
from a timber operation. Not
wanting to damage a logging
company's property, they
waited for a management
team leader to show up with
further instructions.

After an hour, unmarked
law enforcement vehicles
pulled up to the site and fed-
eral officials began question-
ing the firefighters. Duncan,
the former Forest Service
firefighter, said immigration
agents would not have been
able to access the site with-
out help from Team 7 leaders.

“Fire areas are officially
closed, very secure and there

are roadblocks,” she said.
“Somebody would have had
to tell these agents how to
get there.

TIME CARD DISCREPANCIES
FOR FIREFIGHTING CREWS
LEAD TO IMMIGRATION STATUS
CHECKS

In a news release, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection
said its agents assisted with
an investigation led by the
federal Bureau of Land Man-
agement. While the agency’s
release did not mention the
nature of the investigation,
multiple wildfire sources said
the feds claimed they had un-
covered fraud on time cards
submitted by the crews.

Table Rock Forestry Inc.,
an Oregon-based company
whose crew was one of the
two at the scene, was al-
legedly subjected to the raid
due to a half-hour discrepan-
cy on a time sheet, said Scott
Polhamus, secretary of the
Organization of Fire Contrac-
tors and Affiliates. Table Rock
Forestry is @ member of the
fire contractors’ group.

Multiple wildfire veterans
said that time card discrep-
ancies are not uncommon at
wildfires, where crews work
long days and it's not always
clear if lunch breaks or er-
rands in town count toward
working hours. Such mix-ups
are typically sorted out be-
tween organizational leaders.
Calling law enforcement in
such a scenario is almost un-
heard of.

After about five minutes
discussing the time card is-
sue, according to the fire-
fighter who was present at
the raid, federal agents spent
the next three hours checking
each firefighter's immigration
status.

The Customs and Border
Protection news release an-
nouncing the immigration
arrests made no mention
of time sheets or any evi-
dence that the investigation
had turned up fraud. It did
state that the two companies
whose crews were raided had
their contracts terminated by
the government.

Polhamus, with the fire
contractors’ group, said that
claim is false. While the crews
were demobilized and sent

home, the feds have not ac-
tually ended the companies’
contracts or ability to accept
future deployments.

A Customs and Border
Protection public affairs spe-
cialist did not immediately
respond to questions about
the investigation, the alleged
fraud or federal agents’ coor-
dination with Team 7.

Federal officials did not
warn state agency about its
investigation

The Washington State De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, the state’s lead wildfire
response agency, said federal
officials did not notify their
state counterparts about the
investigation.

“DNR was not informed of
the incident until well after
the fact,” said Ryan Rodruck,
wildfire on-call public infor-
mation officer with the agen-
cy.
Rodruck noted that the
fire response was under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Forest
Service.

Multiple wildfire sources
said the crews would not have
been sent to the staging area
where they were ambushed
without the knowledge of top
leaders on the fire’s manage-
ment team.

The two crews that were
raided have a diverse mix of
firefighters, many of them
Hispanic. One of the crews
has many foreign workers
who are legally in the coun-
try on H-2B visas. Duncan,
the former Forest Service fire-
fighter, said it was likely not
a coincidence that two crews
with many brown-skinned
members were targeted in
the raid.

Two of the firefighters were

arrested, federal officials
said, for being in the country
illegally.

One of the firefighters who
was arrested is represented
by Innovation Law Lab, an Or-
egon-based legal group that
defends refugees and immi-
grants. Isa Pena, the group’s
director of strategy, said the
Department of Homeland
Security has not revealed the
whereabouts of their client.

The firefighter, who Pena
declined to name, has been
in the U.S. since he was four
years old and served as a
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firefighter for the past three
years. Immigration advocates
are alarmed that the raid
was potentially arranged by
California Interagency Inci-
dent Management Team 7, the
leaders charged with over-
seeing the wildfire response.

Several wildland fire vet-
erans also noted that the
raid took place on Team 7's
final day in charge of the
fire response, hours before a
Washington team rotated in
to take command. The Cal-
ifornia team headed home
and left the new team to face
the media scrutiny and angry
firefighters in camp.

“If you've got ICE teams
pulling your contractors out,
you'd want to cut and run as
soon as you can,” Polhamus
said.

0n a forum for wildland fire
professionals on the social
media platform Reddit, many
expressed anger at Team 7.
Firefighters also took issue
with the assertion, shared by
federal immigration officials,
that the raid did not disrupt
firefighting operations.

“It's total bulls***" said
Duncan, the former Forest
Service firefighter. “Whoever
made that statement doesn’t
understand the work. To take
two crews off of a fire that's
only 13% contained, that
seems ridiculous at that point
in a fire. That does seem very
unusual.”

Many wildfire veterans said
that conducting a raid at the
site of an active wildfire was
reckless and irresponsible.

Duncan said she’s spoken
with firefighters still assigned
to the Bear Gulch fire who are
disgusted with the situation
and want to leave.

“The three principal wild-
land fire values are duty,
respect, integrity,” she said.
“Utmost in that is taking
care of your people. If you
can't trust the people you're
working with when things get
hairy, that's a concern.”

In Washington and Oregon,
elected leaders have decried
the raids and are pushing
for more information on the
status of the firefighters who
were arrested. Federal im-
migration officials have said
little since the news release
announcing the arrests.
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Conservationists want Arizona lawmakers to fight
environmental rollbacks

MARK RICHARDSON
(Arizona News Connection)

Budget cuts and regulatory
rollbacks are roiling Arizona
conservation groups to de-
mand their representatives
is Washington D.C. stop “rub-
ber-stamping” cuts to envi-
ronmental regulations and
agency funding.

Groups such as Chispa Ari- ___'

zona, the community organiz-
ing program for the League of
Conservation Voters, said ris-
ing energy costs are hurting
working people and providing
corporate interests with un-
warranted record profits.

Vianey Olivarria, execu-
tive director of Chispa, fears
decades of work toward re-
newable energy goals will be
erased.

“The utilities just rolled
back their promises to transi-
tion to clean energy by 2030,
Olivarria pointed out. “They
just said, ‘We’re not going to
do that anymore! It's really
alarming because renewable

energy, clean renewable en-
ergy, Is the only way that we
can move forward in Arizona."

Olivarria argued in Arizona,
utility regulators are standing

New Mexico health department issues COVID-19
health order to ‘remove barriers’ to access

SOURCE NM STAFF
(Source New Mexico)

Saturday, the New Mexico
Department of Health issued
anew health order regarding
access to COVID-19 vaccines.

According to a news re-
lease, the order follows
“some pharmacies an-
nouncing they cannot ad-
minister the vaccine in New
Mexico unless recommended
by the Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices
(ACIP), an advisory group to
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, which
has yet to convene and act on
the matter”

The order directs the state
health department to work
with New Mexico's Board of
Pharmacy “to remove poten-
tial barriers and ensure ac-
cess to COVID-19 vaccines at
pharmacies across the state.”

Last week, the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration
approved the updated
CQVID-19 vaccine formula-

tions, but with new restric-
tions. As noted in the new
health order, people over the
age of 65 are eligible, under
the new FDA rules, for the
vaccine, with younger people
requiring an underlying med-
ical issue for eligibility. Ac-
cording to the news release,
the state anticipates the
updated COVID-19 vaccine to
begin arriving in New Mexico
in the next few weeks.

“Its important for New
Mexicans to know the New
Mexico Department of Health
is committed to keeping
residents safe as we enter
the 2025 - 2026 respiratory
virus season,” Health Secre-
tary Gina DeBlassie said in
a statement. “This order will
remove obstacles to vaccina-
tion access.”

The news release noted
that pharmacies won't have
any issues administering the
influenza vaccine because
the ACIP recommended that
vaccine for persons aged six
months and older.
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aside while power companies
are abandoning promises
to develop renewable ener-
gy sources while they raise
rates. She added the peo-
ple feeling it the most are
low-income families, working
families, people of color and
unsheltered people.

She stressed Arizona's
climate is among the most
extreme in the world, and
for more than a decade, sum-

mer brings record-breaking
heat and record numbers

of heat-related deaths. She
cautioned the policy changes
could have long-term effects.

“These cuts will devastate
American innovation for the
next generation for clean-en-
ergy technologies,” Olivarria
contended. “We're facing
what | think is a climate crisis
that is existential to our gen-
eration.”

Olivarria argued the offi-
cials elected to the Arizona
Corporation Commission,
charged with regulating utili-

ty rates, have turned a blind
eye to cost gouging by power
companies. She believes their
first job is to protect Arizo-
nans.

“They are not doing that
right now,” Olivarria under-
scored. “We are facing a rate
hike in October by APS of 10
percent. That would mean for
people who are barely surviv-
Ing on their minimum wage
jobs, the rent, groceries and
then on top of it, a rate hike
on their electricity bill.”

California lawmakers to vote on bill to make car buying more transparent

SUZANNE POTTER
(California News Service)

You know how some car
dealerships tell people one
price to get them in the door,
then jack it up with a bunch
of add-ons? It would become
illegal under a bill being con-
sidered in California.

The Combating Auto Retail
Scams Act, is expected to get
a vote in the State Assembly
this week.

Rosemary Shahan, pres-
ident of the nonprofit Con-
sumers for Auto Reliability
and Safety, said the change
would save California car
buyers millions.

“It will require car dealers
to disclose the total price up

front,” Shahan explained. “It
addresses the problem of
bait and switch. It's a flat-out
prohibition against charging
more than what they adver-
tise as the total price.”

Initial opposition came
from car dealers, auto lend-
ers, the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Civil Justice As-
sociation but they negotiated
amendments and dropped
their objections.

Under President Biden,
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion issued a similar rule
nationwide but it was struck
down in court and the Trump
administration has not indi-
cated plans to revive it. The
California version would also
prohibit car dealers from

selling add-ons which do not
benefit the consumer, for in-
stance, lifetime oil changes
for an electric vehicle.

Shahan noted California
would also become the first
state in the country to require
a cooling-off period for used
car sales.

“If you buy a car that costs
$50,000 or less, you would be
able to bring it back and get
a refund,” Shahan stressed.
“You could bring it back for
any reason at all.”

Dealers would be allowed
to charge a restocking fee of
between $200 and $600, de-
pending on the sales price of
the car.
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As Florida plans to end all vaccine mandates, Western states form vaccine alliance

NADA HASSANEIN
(Stateline)

The Democratic governors
of California, Oregon and
Washington said Wednesday
they are forming an alliance
to coordinate vaccine recom-
mendations for their states.

Meanwhile, Florida an-
nounced plans to become
the first state to phase out
all vaccine mandates, includ-
ing ending requirements that
kids be vaccinated against
dangerous diseases before
enrolling in schools.

Public health experts have
relied on vaccines, including
school mandates, for decades
to limit the spread of com-
municable diseases and keep
kids and adults safe.

The contrasting moves
come amid turmoil at the
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, where
several top leaders resigned
last week to protest efforts by
Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr, a vaccine skeptic, to
dismiss CDC Director Susan
Monarez for pushing back
against Kennedy's vaccine
policies.

Accompanied by Florida
Republican Governor Ron De-
Santis, state Surgeon General
Dr. Joseph A. Ladapo said at a
news conference Wednesday
that vaccine mandates are
“wrong” and “immoral,” the
Florida Phoenix reported.

“Your body is a gift from
God. What you put into your
body is because of your rela-
tionship with your body and
your God,” Ladapo said.

“They do not have the right
to tell you what you put in
your body. They don't have
the right to tell you what your
kids have to put in [their]
body. They do not have the
right. Do not give it to them.
Take it away from them. And
we're going to be starting that
here in Florida."

The Florida Department of
Health can eliminate some
vaccine mandates on its own,
Ladapo said, but the Flori-
da legislature would have to
scrap other ones. He did not
mention specific vaccines,
but repeated that his goal
was to end “all of them. Every
last one of them.”
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“Every last one of them is
wrong and drips with disdain
and slavery,” Ladapo said.

The goal of the new West
Coast Health Alliance, gover-
nors said, is to disseminate
evidence-based recommen-
dations about who should
get immunized, as well as to
provide vaccine education
throughout the three states.
In the coming weeks, the
states will coordinate and
finalize immunization guide-
lines that are in line with
leading medical organiza-
tions.

In their announcements,
California  Governor  Gavin
Newsom, Oregon Governor
Tina Kotek and Washington
Governor Bob Ferguson crit-
icized recent Trump adminis-
tration actions, including the

firing of scientists and the
upheaval at the CDC.

“When federal agencies
abandon evidence-based
recommendations in favor of
ideology, we cannot continue
down that same path,” Wash-
ington Secretary of Health
Dennis Worsham said in a
statement.

Worsham added that “pub-
lic health at its core is about
prevention — preventing ill-
ness, preventing the spread
of disease, and preventing
early, avoidable deaths.”

Last week, the US. Food
and Drug Administration re-
stricted access to updated
COVID-19 shots. In June, Ken-
nedy ousted all 17 members of
the vaccine advisory commit-
tee at the CDC, replacing them
with some members who are

vaccine skeptics. Many states
rely on the committee to form
vaccination guidelines.

And in May, Kennedy re-
scinded recommendations for
children and pregnant wom-
en to get vaccinated against
COVID-19 — sidestepping the
usual process for issuing offi-
cial recommendations.

The three Western states
said the “dismantling” of the
CDC has created “a vacuum of
clear, evidence-based vaccine
guidance,” hampering health
care providers, disrupting
manufacturers’  production
plans and creating uncertain-
ty for families.

In 2020, at the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the three
states, along with Nevada,
created a similar workgroup
that emphasized the scien-

tific rigor behind the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine in an effort
to boost confidence in the
shot.

“President Donald Trump'’s
mass firing of CDC doctors
and scientists — and his
blatant politicization of the
agency — is a direct assault
on the health and safety of
the American people,” the
joint statement from the
three governors' offices said.

“The CDC has become a
political tool that increasing-
ly peddles ideology instead
of science, ideology that will
lead to severe health conse-
quences. California, Oregon,
and Washington will not al-
low the people of our states
to be put at risk.”

Lawsuits filed to stop Texas’ new congressional map

FREDA ROSS
(Texas News Service)

Two lawsuits have been
filed against the newly drawn
redistricting map in Texas.

Opponents of the gerry-
mandered map, which creates
more Republican districts,
said it is racially discrimi-
natory, and redrawing maps
mid-decade is unconstitu-
tional.

Stephanie Gomez, politi-
cal director for the advocacy
group Move Texas, said under
the current system, Texas'
maps will always favor the

majority party.

“Ultimately the issue that
we need to be talking about
as a state and a country, what
does it look like to have an in-
dependent - actually commu-
nity-led - redistricting pro-
cess?” Gomez emphasized.
“We know that this type of
stuff exists in other states but
in Texas they have made it so
we can't have that”

The map was redrawn at
the urging of President Don-
ald Trump, to increase the
number of Republican seats
in Congress. Lawsuits have
been filed by the League of

United Latin American Citi-
zens, the NAACP, the Mexican
American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund and the
Mexican American Legislative
Caucus. A hearing on the map
is scheduled for October.

In hearings leading up to
the final passage of the leg-
islation, hundreds of Texans
testified against redrawing
the lines. Gomez stressed
voters want lawmakers to ad-
dress other issues.

“Rising rent, disaster pre-
paredness, student loans,
Jobs and wages,” Gomez out-
lined. “That's when, at the
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state and federal levels, we
have leaders who don't want
to be bold. And so, | think
for us, it's what are our op-
tions to do something about
it? Sometimes that's voting,
sometimes that's protesting,
sometimes that's running for
office.”

The new map moves more
Democratic voters in Dallas
and Houston into districts
the minority party already
controls and puts Democratic
voters in largely Republican
districts.
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Cities respond to Trump’s sanctuary threats as judge extends protection from cuts

Tim HENDERSON
(Stateline)

More cities and states have
responded to US. Attorney
General Pam Bondi's threat
to _prosecute them over so-
called sanctuary policies
limiting law enforcement co-
operation with federal immi-
gration enforcement — some
by thumbing their noses, at
least one by acquiescing.

Written responses defend-
ing sanctuary policies have
been sent to Bondi from cit-
ies including Albuquerque,
New Mexico; Boston; Hobo-
ken, New Jersey; Portland,
Oregon; and Seattle, along
with the states of California,
Connecticut, Minnesota, Or-
egon and Washington. Many
noted that courts so far have
upheld their right to limit co-
operation with deportations.

“Pam Bondi seeks to have
Washington state bend the
knee to a Trump administra-
tion that, day by day, drags
us closer to authoritarianism.
That's not going to happen,’
Washington Governor Bob
Ferguson, a Democrat, said
in an August 19 news confer-
ence.

Louisville, Kentucky, is one
city that agreed to more co-
operation after a confronta-
tion over the issue — before
Bondi threatened prosecu-
tion in August, but after the
attorney general said she

had issued a “strong written
warning” to the city.

The city had stopped com-
plying in 2017 with so-called
detainer requests to hold
jailed residents for immigra-
tion authorities, but lead-
ers resumed cooperation to
avoid being targeted for more
raids.

“Cities on the sanctuary
city list right now are experi-
encing a terrifying increase in
raids by ICE, including mass
raids,” Louisville Mayor Craig
Greenberg, a Democrat, said
in a July 22 statement. “I've
talked with leaders within our

immigrant community before
I made this decision. | heard
their fears loud and clear
about current federal policies
and ICE actions. | also heard
that they want Louisville off
’fhe federal sanctuary city
ist”

Bondi issued a revised list
of sanctuary cities, counties
and states in August.

Cities on the sanctuary city
list right now are experienc-
ing a terrifying increase in
raids by ICE, including mass
raids.

Rochester, New York, mean-
while, in August amended its

municipal code to strengthen
its_policies against cooper-
ation by adding disciplinary
measures for personnel who
violate the policy. State At-
torney General Letitia James,
a Democrat, had earlier sup-
ported the city's existing
policies in court, saying in a
statement that they “keep
communities safe and allow
local law enforcement to use
resources to address local
public safety priorities.”

In Boston, Democratic May-
or Michelle Wu's response
letter accused the Trump
administration of “false and

Appeals court upholds ruling rejecting sweeping Trump tariffs

IACOB FISCHLER
(Colorado Newsline)

The economy-wide tar-
iffs President Donald Trump
placed on nearly every U.S.
trading partner are illegal,
a federal appeals court said
Friday.

The International Economic
Emergency Powers Act does
not give the president the
power to impose tariffs, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit ruled in a 7-4
decision upholding a May de-
cision from the U.S. Court of
International Trade and deal-
ing a blow to Trump’s signa-
ture trade policy.

The unsigned majority
opinion said the tariffs “ex-

ceed the authority delegated
to the President by IEEPA's
text.

However, the judges de-
layed their ruling from go-
ing into effect until October,
providing the Trump admin-
Istration an opportunity to
appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court. The ruling also does
not affect other tariffs Trump
issued under different au-
thorities, including industry-
or material-specific tariffs on
automobiles, steel and alumi-
num.

In a post to social media,
Trump said he would appeal
to the Supreme Court, where
he predicted victory, and re-
peated his claim that tariffs
were an essential economic
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tool.

“If these Tariffs ever went
away, it would be a total di-
saster for the Country, he
wrote shortly after the deci-
sion was published. “It would
make us financially weak, and
we have to be strong.... If al-
lowed to stand, this Decision
would literally destroy the
United States of America. At
the start of this Labor Day
weekend, we should all re-
member that TARIFFS are the
best tool to help our Workers,
and support Companies that
produce great MADE IN AMER-
ICA products.”

Several Democratic states
challenged the IEEPA tariffs.
Oregon  Solicitor  General
Benjamin Gutman argued on

their behalf July 31. The 11
judges on the appeals court
expressed skepticism of both
sides during those argu-
ments.

In a statement Friday, Or-
egon Attorney General Dan
Rayfield called the ruling “a
huge win for Americans.’

“Every court that has re-
viewed these ftariffs has
agreed that they are uncon-
stitutional,” he said. “This rul-
ing couldn’t come at a better
time as people are walking
into their local stores and
seeing price increases for
school supplies, clothes, and
groceries.”

continuous attacks” as part of
a campaign to “divide, isolate,
and intimidate our cities, and
make Americans fearful of
one another”

U.S. District Court Judge
William Orrick issued a new
order August 22 extending
a preliminary injunction to
more cities, counties and
states that had asked for
protection against President
Donald Trump’s executive
orders and agency directives.
Trump sought to withhold un-
related federal funding based
on similar sanctuary policies.

Orrick’s ruling found the
orders and directives are
likely to be unconstitutional
violations of local rights to
set limits on immigration en-
forcement cooperation.

The injunction covers 50
areas in 14 states: Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Colorado,
Illinois, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, New Mex-
ico, New York, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, ~ Washington
and Wisconsin.

Trump administration law-
yers asked August 26 to dis-
miss the case, arguing that
the administration’s actions
so far “merely instruct agen-
cies to assess federal grant
programs to determine where
they can lawfully add immi-
gration related conditions.”

A hearing is scheduled Oc-
tober 22.
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Despite shutdown deadline, little movement in Congress on spending deal

JENNIFER SHUTT, SHAUNEEN
MIRANDA
(Stateline)

Members of Congress be-
gan searching for compro-
mise on a short-term govern-
ment funding bill Wednesday,
with just a few weeks left to
broker a deal before a possi-
ble shutdown.

Fresh off their August re-
cess, congressional leaders
and members of the Appro-
priations  Committee ap-
pealed for bipartisanship
from the other side while
admitting they are far from a
final agreement.

Speaker Mike Johnson,
R-La., declined to say during
a press conference whether
he will negotiate a stopgap
spending bill with Democrats,
or use the go-at-it-alone ap-
proach that succeeded in
March.

“Republicans are com-
mitted to keeping the gov-
ernment open, and unfortu-
nately, it seems like not all
Democrats agree with that,
and they're beginning to
apply the government shut-
down pressure,” Johnson said.
“But | want you to remember
one thing: All but one House
Democrat voted to shut down
the government in March, and
we expect, sadly, that that
may happen again.’

Johnson said he was open
to negotiations with Demo-
cratic leaders as long as they
“are willing to work with us
and think responsibly about
how we can spend less than
we did last year.”

Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer said during
an afternoon press confer-
ence that Democrats want
GOP leaders to negotiate the
stopgap spending bill across
party lines.

“The bottom line is very
simple: We Democrats want
a bipartisan bill and we are
pushing the Republicans
very hard to do it," Schumer
said. “We’re on our front foot.
We're unified.”

Schumer, who took consid-
erable flak for helping Repub-
licans limit debate on a par-
tisan stopgap bill in March,
said “it's much different than
last time."

Pressed by several report-

ers about what Democrats
would help move through
the Senate this time around,
Schumer said: “We are willing
to sit down and negotiate a
bipartisan proposal with sig-
nificant Democratic input. So
far, they are not.”

SPENDING RUNNING ON
AUTOPILOT

The House and Senate are
supposed to complete work
on the dozen annual gov-
ernment funding bills by the
start of the fiscal year on Oct.
1 but that hasn’t happened
for decades, so lawmakers
rely on a stopgap spending
bill to keep federal depart-
ments and agencies running
on autopilot for a couple
months.

That  measure, some-
times called a continuing
resolution, is intended to
give lawmakers a bit more
time to complete bipartisan
House-Senate  negotiations
on the full-year appropria-
tions bills, though Congress
used three CRs to fund the
government this fiscal year
instead of getting its work
done.

Senate Majority Leader
John Thune, R-S.D., said he
expects lawmakers will need
to approve a stopgap spend-
ing bill “for some time into
the foreseeable future,” but
that discussions are ongoing
about how long it will last and
what else might be added.

“My hope would be that
whatever that CR looks like,
that it is clean and that it en-
ables us to buy some time to
get a regular appropriations
process done,” Thune said.
“| still think the best way
to fund the government is
through the appropriations
process.”

President Donald Trump
said from the Oval Office ear-
lier in the day that he expects
Republicans will vote for a
stopgap spending bill but he
didn't address how it would
get through the Senate’s 60-
vote legislative filibuster,
which requires bipartisan-
ship.

“I think the Republicans
will vote for an extension,’
Trump said. “We won't have
any Democrat votes.”

THREE SPENDING BILLS SEEN
AS POSSIBLE

House Appropriations
Chairman Tom Cole, R-Okla.,
told reporters he hopes to
negotiate final versions of
three full-year bills with the
Senate before the end of the
month.

Lawmakers would then
use a stopgap spending bill
to keep the departments and
agencies covered in the oth-
er nine bills flat funded for
a couple of months until the
two chambers can reach final
agreement on the spending
levels and policy within those
measures.

“We're talking about rela-
tively modest bills and bills
where there is either broad
agreement, like MilCon-VA, or
LegBranch and Ag,” Cole said.
“We're not talking about ma-
jor bills. You can't really do
that until you have a topline
and we don't have a topline.”

The Agriculture-FDA, Leg-
islative Branch and Military
Construction-VA  spending
bills are generally easier to
negotiate than some of the
other full-year measures, like
Defense, Homeland Security
and Labor-Health and Human
Services-Education.

Cole said when House and
Senate leaders begin negoti-
ating a total spending level
for all of the bills, or topline,
is “above my paygrade.”’

“I'm ready to do it at any
time if they want to empower
us, otherwise the leadership
on both sides and the presi-
dent have to” figure that out,
Cole said.

The House and Senate are
supposed to start off the an-
nual government funding pro-
cess in the spring by reaching
bipartisan agreement on how
much in total spending to
spread throughout the dozen
appropriations bills.

Those talks haven't even
started for fiscal 2026, which
is slated to begin Oct. 1.

Instead, the House and
Senate Appropriations com-
mittees have separately de-
cided how much to spend
and written vastly different
versions of the bills.

HOUSE AND SENATE AT ODDS
The 12 bills that have been

released by the GOP-led
House committee are parti-
san, while the eight bills re-
leased by the Senate panel
have received broad biparti-
san support in committee.

Senate Appropriations
Chairwoman Susan Collins,
R-Maine, said she’s spoken
with Cole a couple of times
about the three-hills-plus-
stopgap strategy and sup-
ports the concept.

“l have and | agree with
that approach,” Collins said.

Washington state Demo-
cratic Senator Patty Murray,
ranking member on the Ap-
propriations Committee, said
any stopgap bill “needs to
be a real bipartisan compro-
mise.”

“For the last few months
we have shown a bipartisan
way forward on the Appro-
priations Committee,” Murray
said. “Democrats have shown
that we are willing to work in
good faith to write biparti-
san funding bills that protect
investments in education,
life-saving research and a lot
more.

“We've already passed
eight out of the committee
and three on the floor: Mil-
Con-VA, Ag and LegBranch.
As part of a bipartisan short-
term CR, | support confer-
encing those three bills and
passing them with the short-
term CR for the remaining
nine bills.”

House Appropriations
ranking member Rosa Delau-
ro said “the best case scenar-
io for us is to move forward.”

“No gimmicks, no riders,
let’s clear the decks,” the Con-
necticut Democrat said. “Talk
about how we get Republican
priorities, Democratic priori-
ties.

NEGOTIATIONS ‘FOR WEEKS
now’

House Majority Leader
Steve Scalise said “there’s a
chance” to wrap up negotia-
tions between the two cham-
bers on final versions of some
of the full-year government
spending bills before the end
of the month.

“It might not be all 12, but
a few of them for sure,” Scal-
ise said. “So let's give the ap-
propriators that opportunity
to keep negotiating. They've
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already been having negoti-
ations for weeks now — Tom
Cole and a lot of his counter-
parts. | have faith they can
hopefully get a lot of things
done.”

Scalise, R-La., said he plans
to reserve floor time later this
month to ensure whatever
spending bill gets written is
“the top priority.”

Representative Robert
Aderholt, chairman of the
Labor-HHS-Education Appro-
priations Subcommittee, said
he thinks most people agree
there’s going to be some sort
of stopgap given all 12 of the
annual bills aren't close to
becoming law.

The Alabama Republican
said this feat is “almost im-
possible” given the short
number of legislative days
left before the shutdown
deadline.

“The solution, of course,
obviously, or the only alter-
native, would be to have a CR,
but | think the shorter the CR,
the better” he said, noting
that the measure would have
to be “long enough that you
can have negotiations, but
short enough that it doesn't
drag out until Christmas
and that ... we're up here at
Christmas doing an omnibus
or something like that”

Congress has often bun-
dled the final, conferenced
versions of the dozen hills
together into a sweeping om-
nibus package at the end of
the year to ensure quick floor
votes, though GOP leaders
have tried to get away from
that practice in recent years.

Representative Chuck
Edwards, a North Carolina
Republican who sits on the
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, said that while he
hopes a stopgap spending
bill is “not necessary,” the
panel is “certainly prepared
to put together a short-term
CR if that's what's required to
avoid a shutdown.”
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Q&A: Building support and breaking mental health st

MADELINE DE FIGUEIREDO
(The Daily Yonder)

Based in Sauk County, Wis-
consin, the Farmer Angel
Network is the founding or-
ganization behind a growing
rural mental health initiative
serving South Central Wiscon-
sin and reaching audiences
across the state and country.
Its mission is to ensure that
all farmers can lead resilient,
healthy, and productive lives.
With a vision rooted in farm-
er-to-farmer peer support,
the network works to reduce
the stigma surrounding men-
tal health and strengthen
rural communities through
connection and support.

Two of the network's
founders, Brenda Statz and
Dorothy Harms, bring deep
personal experience to their
advocacy. Brenda, a lifelong
farmer, co-owns Statz Circle
S Farms LLC and Dorothy and
her husband, Don, formerly
ran a grass-fed beef opera-
tion and now host guests at
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their farm stay. After Brenda
lost her husband to suicide
and Dorothy lost two farmer
friends while navigating her
own transition out of dairy
farming, both became strong
advocates for mental health
in agriculture.

In this conversation Bren-
da and Dorothy share their
insights on mental health in
agriculture, the power of peer
support, and what the Farm-
er Angel Network is doing to
make a difference.

This interview has been ed-
ited for length and clarity.

The Daily Yonder: What is
the Farmer Angel Network
and what inspired its cre-
ation?

Dorothy Harms: The farmer
Angel Network is a collab-
oration of a lot of different
groups, but grounded in sup-
porting farmers and provid-
ing educational resources in
the mental health field for
rural communities.

We got started about six
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years ago when Brenda's hus-
band, Leon, died by suicide.
He was a good friend and the
community really came to-
gether to say that we have to
do something. At the time, we
weren't quite sure what that
was going to look like. But
here we are, six years later
and very established in the
work we are doing. But | think
at its core, Farmer Angel Net-
work is the grassroots efforts
by farmers themselves to
make space for mental health
support.

DY: What gap in services
and support is the Farmer
Angel Network filling?

Brenda Statz: The network
we have created is committed
to bringing visibility. | know
when | went through things
with my hushand at the time,
I really didn't know what re-
sources were out there, and
so one of my goals when we
started this was just to bring
more awareness and visibility
to what is available. | figured
the more that we can shine a

light on the help and resourc-
es available, the better.

Now we are able to link
people when they do reach
out to us either online or just
by word of mouth in the rural
communities. We have made
space for people to say, “Hey,
can you check in on my neigh-
bor? They've been having a
really challenging time.” A lot
of what is needed is just lis-
tening, because people need
to be heard.

DY: How does the farm-
er-to-farmer support model
fight stigma around mental
health in agricultural com-
munities?

DH: | think when people
hear another farmer's sto-
ry and realize they're going
through a lot too, it helps
them reflect and think, “I'm
not the only one.”

One of our ongoing mes-
sages is that it's okay to not
be okay. Farmers are tradi-
tionally very strong, indepen-
dent, and stoic. They're used
to pulling themselves up by

their bootstraps and fixing
things on their own. And that
mindset can be a barrier we
often work to break down.
When those of us who are
farmers are willing to tell our
own stories, it helps open the
door for others to recognize
and talk more openly about
their own struggles.

BS: I've seen that stigma
come to life again and again,
especially when we table at
events. There's such a stigma,
even just to accept a resource
off the table. People are
afraid someone will see them
take it. So | say, “This could
be for a neighbor, or maybe
a family member” That way, it
gives them a reason to take it
without feeling exposed.

And | always say, “When
you have a phone number or
something tangible to hold
onto, even in your most chal-
lenging times, it's a reminder
that you're not alone.”

DY: Have you observed

Continued on page B17
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igma in agricultural communities

Rural Energy
Continuted from B16

notable changes in the stig-
ma around mental health
in agricultural communities
over time? How have these
shifts affected attitudes and
practices both within the
community itself and among
healthcare providers?

BS: | think some of it's gen-
erational. Older generations
were always told to ‘man up!
My husband, the first time he
went to the doctor for depres-
sion, was really struggling. It
started after | quit working
full-time to stay home. We
had a three-year-old, a four-
month-old, and we had just
taken over the farm. Leon felt
so much pressure. He told me,
‘I 1 fail, we all fail!

Eventually, Leon started
medication, but it wasn't un-
til he was hospitalized that
his dad finally opened up and
admitted he'd gone to coun-
seling once, though he never

said what for. That gave Leon
a little validation. The older
generation often sees asking
for help as weakness.

Younger folks still feel
pressure to handle things
alone, thinking they'll be
judged. But once they see
someone get help and im-
prove, the mindset starts to
shift. The first doctor Leon
saw, our family doctor, just
told him to ‘chin up’ and said
he'd laugh about it in a year.
But it didn't go that way. He
was hospitalized for a week
just to get on the right medi-
cations. That doctor was later
reprimanded, had to take ad-
ditional training, and eventu-
ally apologized to me. Leon’s
been gone seven years this
year. So that mindset - even
in rural healthcare - goes
back almost 40 years.

DH: And just to add to what
Brenda said, some of our ef-
forts have focused on working
with healthcare professionals
to help them understand the
culture of agriculture. We've

done SafeTALK trainings, for
example, to give them tools
to be better active listeners.
When a farmer takes time to
see a doctor, it usually means
things are pretty bad; it's hard
for them to leave the farm.
And even then, they might
talk about the weather, their
dog, or a cow hefore getting
to the real issue.

Providers have to learn
how to ask the right ques-
tions to get past that. Help-
ing them understand what
farmers value, and how their
mindset differs from some-
one with a typical 8-to-5 job,
can make a big difference. The
more healthcare providers
understand that culture, the
better they can support our
farmers.

DY: What are your hopes
for the future of the Farmer
Angel Networlk?

BS: This area relies heavily
on dairy farming, and the in-
dustry is struggling. Farmers
are facing serious financial
pressure, so there often isn't

extra money for outings or
family activities. That's why
we try to offer free or low-
cost opportunities that give
them a break and a sense of
connection.

| think we need more fun,
proactive events to bring
farmers together and help
them get off the farm. I'd like
to see more group activities.
It could be something simple,
like an adult night or a small
social gathering. It doesn't
have to cost much. The goal is
to build community and give
people something to look for-
ward to.

| always talk about what |
call “tailgate talk” Farmers
used to stop by a neighbor’s
place, drop the tailgate, vis-
it for ten or fifteen minutes,
then move on. These days,
people are so busy they don't
take that time anymore. But
we need to slow down, check
in on each other, and be will-
ing to ask questions or just
listen.

Sometimes all it takes is
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showing someone you care.
Many farmers carry a heavy
burden and are afraid to talk
about it. But once they open
up, it can make a huge dif-
ference. They realize they are
not alone, and they can get
through it.

DH: We've built a commu-
nity model through a collab-
oration of public and private
agencies working together.
We now have one sister chap-
ter in the northwest, and we'd
like to see more communities
like ours develop across the
country. That way, farmers
would have a trusted place
to go for help and feel secure.
Having farmers involved in
the planning and providing
farmer-to-farmer mentoring
and counseling is a strong
part of the model, one we
believe could work well na-
tionwide.
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FEMA would be a Cabinet-level agency under bipartisan bill approved by US House panel

JENNIFER SHUTT
(Utah News Dispatch)

A broadly bipartisan bill to
overhaul and elevate the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency is heading toward the
U.S. House floor after a key
committee approved the leg-
islation.

The Transportation and
Infrastructure panel voted
57-3 Sept. 3 to advance the
measure, which would make
dozens of changes to how the
federal government prepares
for and responds to natural
disasters.

“FEMA is where Americans
look for help after what is the
worst day in their lives, so it
is critical that the agency be
postured to respond at all
times,” said Arizona Demo-
cratic Rep. Greg Stanton, one
of the co-sponsors. “This bill
gives FEMA independence
and tools it needs to respond
to disaster”

Republican Reps. Tim Bur-
chett of Tennessee, Eric Bur-
lison of Missouri and Scott
Perry of Pennsylvania voted
against reporting the bill to
the House floor. Their offices
didn't respond to requests for
comment asking why they op-
posed the legislation.

The 207-page measure,
formally called the Fixing
Emergency Management for
Americans (FEMA) Act of 2025,
would remove FEMA from the
Department of Homeland
Security and make it a Cabi-
net-level agency.

The legislation would cre-
ate one application for feder-
al natural disaster assistance
from FEMA, the Department
of Agriculture, Department of
Health and Human Services,
Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the
Small Business Administra-
tion.

It would also give local
and state governments more
flexibility in deciding which
types of emergency housing
best meet the needs of their
residents following different
natural disasters.

Republicans and Dem-
ocrats on the committee
praised the various chang-
es the measure would make
during a two-hour markup
that offered an increasingly

rare example of bipartisan-
ship on Capitol Hill.

DONATIONS FROM CHARITIES
AND FEMA

North Carolina Republican
Rep. David Rouzer and Cali-
fornia Democratic Rep. Laura
Friedman both spoke in sup-
port of a provision reversing
a policy that they said pe-
nalized people who received
assistance from charities fol-
lowing a natural disaster.

“Too many families who
accept a donation from a
charity or take an SBA loan
to keep the lights on find out
later that accepting those
essential resources prevents
them from receiving other as-
sistance later for which they
otherwise would be eligible,’
Rouzer said. “This bill makes
clear that SBA loans and pri-
vate charitable donations are
not considered duplicative
for FEMA individual assis-
tance.

Friedman said she was
shocked to learn that FEMA
counted charitable donations
against disaster survivors fol-
lowing the Los Angeles wild-
fires.

That led her to introduce
the Don't Penalize Victims Act
with Mississippi Republican
Rep. Mike Ezell, which was
qullled into the FEMA overhaul

ill.

“l want to thank all the
members of this committee,
and particularly Chair (Sam)
Graves and ranking member
(Rick) Larsen, for their under-
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standing of the importance
of this measure to victims,
who were seeing the charity
that their churches, that their
friends are raising for them
be counted as income and
deducted from the amount
they were getting from FEMA,"
Friedman said.

Oregon Democratic Rep.
Val Hoyle spoke in support of
making FEMA a Cabinet-level
department, saying that it's
been bogged down in the De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity since just after the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks.

“After being folded into
the Department of Homeland
Security, it became buried in
layers of bureaucracy,” Hoyle
said. “DHS’s sprawling mis-
sion — cybersecurity, coun-
terterrorism, immigration
enforcement, transportation
security and more — has left
FEMA less able to act with
the speed and agility disas-
ter-stricken communities
need.

Hoyle said the legislation
restoring FEMA's “indepen-
dence will help insulate di-
saster relief from” the types
of “political pressures” that
exist throughout the Home-
land Security Department.

PERMITTING REFORM

Despite the broadly bipar-
tisan support for the legis-
lation within the committee,
it will likely undergo some
changes in the weeks and
months ahead.

House Natural Resources

Chairman Bruce Westerman,
R-Ark., and ranking member
Jared Huffman, D-Calif, who
both sit on the Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, raised concerns with
elements in the FEMA over-
haul bill during the markup.

Westerman said he voted
for the bill but expected the
Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee’s lead-
ership to work with him to
address concerns over “per-
mitting reform issues” that
fall under his panel's juris-
diction.

“There is one provision on
the Endangered Species Act
that we have concerns with
actually being executable the
way it's written,” Westerman
said. “Again, that's something
that's fixable, and we look
forward to working with you
E_s“we move forward on the

il

Huffman said he had con-
cerns about how the FEMA
overhaul bill addresses “en-
vironmental review statutes,’
which fall under the Natural
Resources Committee’s pur-
view.

“|, of course, share the goal
of cutting red tape. We want
disaster-stricken families
to be able to rebuild faster.
There are ways to do that
that also ensure that recov-
ery is durable, resilient and
sustainable. That we rebuild
once. These are things that
(the National Environmental
Policy Act) helps to ensure. So
| look forward to continuing

to work with the committee
on this as the bill advances.
This is a problem that can be
fixed, and I hope it will,” Huff-
man said.

POTOMAC RIVER WATER

Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee mem-
bers offered just two amend-
ments to the bill — one
adopted by voice vote and
one withdrawn.

Indiana Democratic Rep.
André Carson received broad
support for his amendment
to require FEMA to inform
members of Congress about
grants within their districts, a
practice he said has changed
during the Trump administra-
tion.

“We should not need to
mandate transparency and
accountability, but if FEMA
fails to provide this informa-
tion, my amendment codifies
the traditional notifications
to Congress,” Carson said.

Democratic Del. Eleanor
Holmes Norton, who rep-
resents the District of Co-
lumbia, offered and then
withdrew an amendment that
would have required FEMA “to
submit to Congress a plan to
supply emergency drinking
water to the nation’s capital
region during any period the
Potomac River becomes un-
usable.

Offering and then with-
drawing an amendment is a
common way for members to
highlight issues without forc-
ing a vote.

Norton said the Army
Corps of Engineers, which is
responsible for the city's wa-
ter supply, only has sufficient
reserves for one day should
something happen.

“If the Potomac River
becomes unusable, which
could happen at any moment
whether through manmade or
natural events, it would pose
a significant risk to the resi-
dents of the nation’s capital,
the operations of the federal
government, national securi-
ty and the region’s economy,’
Norton said.

Congress has partially
funded a study to identify a
backup drinking water supply
and additional water storage
facilities. But, Norton said,
“any solution is years away.”
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AGs disclose FEMA failed to make grants for months to critical disaster program

JENNIFER SHUTT
(Colorado Newline)

Democratic attorneys gen-
eral have updated their com-
plaint against the Trump ad-
ministration in a lawsuit over
whether the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
can refuse to spend pre-di-
saster mitigation grants ap-
proved by Congress.

The attorneys general
wrote in the new filing that
FEMA hadn't made a single
award to the Building Resil-
ient Infrastructure and Com-
munities program between
April 2 and August 25.

“The BRIC program is crit-
ically important nationwide.
Over the past four years,
FEMA has selected nearly
2,000 projects from every
corner of the country to re-
ceive roughly $4.5 b|ll|on in
funding,” they wrote. “Due to
the unique threats they face,
coastal communities have re-
ceived the largest allocations
over the past four years, with
California, Louisiana, Texas,
New York, New Jersey, Florida,
North Carolina, and Washing-
ton leading the way.

“But interior communities
rely on BRIC too: Pennsylva-
nia and Utah have received
the next largest allocations,
and Ohio is not far behind."

FEMA  announced  in
April that it was “ending” the
program and “canceling all
BRIC applications from Fiscal
Years 2020-2023”"

Members of Congress from
both political parties brought
up their disagreement with
that decision in May during a
hearing on FEMA's budget
request and by sending a let-
ter signed by more than 80
lawmakers.

But that didn't appear to
sway the Trump administra-
tion to reverse course and
allocate the funding that had
been approved by Congress.

‘Devastating’  delays in
FEMA funding

Democratic attorneys gen-
eral, Kentucky Gov. Andy
Beshear and Pennsylvania
Gov. Josh Shapiro filed their
lawsuit in July and later
called on the judge to block
the Trump administration
from moving money out of
the pre-disaster mitigation

account.

U.S. District Court for the
District of Massachusetts
Judge Richard G. Stearns, who
was nominated by President

Bill Clinton, issued a pre-

liminary ruling in early Au-
gust preventing FEMA “from

spending the funds allocated
to BRIC for non-BRIC purpos-
es until the court is able to
render a final judgment on

the merits.”

The updated 83-page com-
plaint filed Friday argues the
two people President Donald
Trump has installed as acting
FEMA administrator did so
unlawfully because they were
never formally nominated to
run the agency, didn't receive
Senate confirmation and
didn't meet the qualifications
laid out in federal law.

It also alleges that uni-
laterally canceling funding
approved by Congress, which
holds the power of the purse,
violated the separation of
powers laid out in the Consti-
tution.

“The impact of the shut-
down has been devastat-
ing. Communities across the
country are being forced to
delay, scale back, or cancel

hundreds of mitigation proj-
ects depending on this fund-
ing,"” they wrote. “Projects
that have been in develop-
ment for years, and in which
communities have invested
millions of dollars for plan-
ning, permitting, and envi-
ronmental review are now
threatened. And in the mean-
time, Americans across the

| country face a higher risk of

harm from natural disasters.”

Each BRIC grant, the up-
dated complaint notes, “can
cover up to 75% of a project’s
costs, and the federal share

| canrise to 90% for small rural

communities.”

Attorneys general from Ar-
izona, California, Colorado.
Connectlcut Delaware the
District of Columbia, Illinois,
Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, North Carolina, Ore-
gon, Rhode Island, Vermont,
Washington and Wisconsin
filed the suit, along with the
Pennsylvania and Kentucky
governors.

States break with FDA restrictions on COVID vaccines, ensuring broader access

SHALINA CHATLANI
(Stateline)

Several states, including
Colorado,  Massachusetts,
New Mexico, New York and
Pennsylvania,  announced
this week that they would
be breaking with restrictive
eligibility policies unveiled
last week by the US. Food
and Drug Administration on
the newly approved COVID-19
vaccines for the fall season.

In New York, Democrat-
ic Governor Kathy Hochul
signed an executive order
Friday morning to authorize
pharmacists to provide the
shot to anyone who desires
it for the next 30 days, which
can be renewed.

“When they said that they
are not going to be requiring
COVID shots and other vac-
cinations for our families, |
said, ‘No, here in New York
we will make parents have
the option. If you want your
child to have a COVID shot,
it should be available to you
and it should be covered
by insurance,” Hochul said

during a news conference
Friday morning, where she
signed the order.

“So what I'm doing now is
signing an executive order,
because extreme times call
for extreme measures. And
this is the power | have to
use in the interim until we are
able to have the legislature
get back in January and pass
legislation that mandates
this.”

Previous FDA policy rec-
ommended that COVID-19
vaccine booster shots be
made available to anyone 6
months or older regardless
of their health status. But in
August, the federal agency
announced restrictions for
the new shot.

The FDA limited access
to the vaccines to people
who are 65 and older and to
younger people with at least
one underlying health condi-
tion, such as asthma or obesi-
ty, that would put them at risk
of developing a severe illness
without a booster shot. Chil-
dren are eligible only if a
medical provider is consult-

ed. Additionally, the Pfizer
vaccine, one of the three that
were approved, will no longer
be available for any child un-
der5.

“The American people de-
manded science, safety, and
common sense. This frame-
work delivers all three" U.S.
Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. wrote on social media plat-
form X on August 27.

Other states are also tak-
ing measures to ensure more
people can get access to the
vaccines.

Thursday, Massachusetts
Democratic Governor Maura
Healey ordered health in-
surers in the state to contin-
ue covering the vaccine. The
state also Issued an order to
allow pharmacies to continue
providing shots to residents
above the age of 5.

Massachusetts is “lead-
ing efforts to create a public
health collaboration  with
states in New England and
across the Northeast com-
mitted to safeguarding public
health as the federal govern-
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ment backs away from its re-
sponsibilities,” the governor's
office said in a release.

This week, the State Board
of Pharmacy in Pennsylvania
held a special meeting to
vote to bypass federal vac-
cine recommendations and
allow pharmacists to contin-
ue administering COVID-19
vaccines.

“Health care decisions
should be up to individuals
—not the federal government
and certainly not RFK Jr. My
Administration will continue
to protect health care access
for all Pennsylvanians,” Penn-
sylvania Democratic Governor
Josh Shapiro said.

Colorado and New Mex-
ico took similar steps this
week, with state officials
signing public health orders
asking state agencies to take
steps necessary to require
insurers to cover the vaccines
and instructing pharmacists
to provide the shots without
a doctor’s note.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250705070910/https:/www.fema.gov/press-release/20250404/fema-ends-wasteful-politicized-grant-program-returning-agency-core-mission
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https://kiowacountypress.net/content/colorado-orders-pharmacies-insurers-maintain-broad-access-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PNiPowR3Kso
https://x.com/SecKennedy/status/1960742897201872969
https://www.mass.gov/doc/coverage-for-vaccines-bulletin/download
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-healey-announces-immediate-steps-to-ensure-vaccine-availability-in-massachusetts-amid-trump-rfk-rollbacks
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2025-press-releases/state-board-of-pharmacy-votes-to-protect-vaccine-access-across-p
https://www.pa.gov/governor/newsroom/2025-press-releases/state-board-of-pharmacy-votes-to-protect-vaccine-access-across-p
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/colorado-orders-pharmacies-insurers-maintain-broad-access-covid-19-vaccines
https://sourcenm.com/briefs/nm-board-of-pharmacy-expected-to-release-new-protocol-for-covid-19-vaccines-this-week/
https://sourcenm.com/briefs/nm-board-of-pharmacy-expected-to-release-new-protocol-for-covid-19-vaccines-this-week/
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New law will limit payments to hospitals that treat low-income patients

SHALINA CHATLANI
(Stateline)

President Donald Trump’s
new tax and spending law will
likely force more than half the
states to reduce payments to
doctors and hospitals that
treat Medicaid patients, a
change critics warn will be
particularly harmful to rural
hospitals struggling to stay
afloat.

Medicaid,  the  joint
state-federal health insur-
ance program for low-income
people, reimburses doctors,
hospitals and nursing facili-

ties for treating enrollees. But o

in many cases, the program
doesn't fully cover the cost of
care, straining providers that
serve a large share of Medic-
aid patients.

To help providers cover
losses and continue to serve
poorer populations, the fed-
eral government allows the
41 states, plus the District of
Columbia, that have contract-
ed with Medicaid managed
care organizations (MCOs) to
run their Medicaid programs
to direct them to pay provid-
ers more — in some cases, as
much as commercial plans.

Ultimately, taxpayers cover
the costs of these so-called
state directed payments —
and those costs are growing.
As of August 2024, the higher
payments were projected to
add $110.2 billion per year
to Medicaid spending, near-
ly 60 percent more than the
previous year's projection.

That higher spending at-
tracted the attention of con-
servatives on Capitol Hill.

Beginning in 2028, the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act will cap
the payments, forcing state
Medicaid programs to reduce
reimbursement rates by 10
percentage points each year
until they reach either 100
percent or 110 percent of
what Medicare pays. States
that expanded Medicaid un-
der the Affordable Care Act
would be capped at the lower
rate.

The new law will reduce
Medicaid spending by $149
billion over the next de-
cade, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, and
reduce Medicaid provider
payments in as many as 31

states, according to KFF, a
health policy research group.
A separate analysis by The
Commonwealth Fund, anoth-
er research group, found that
Medicaid payments to hospi-
tals would drop by at least 20

percent in 19 of the 25 states
that had publicly available
data.

Critics say the change
could be disastrous for hos-
pitals, many of them in rural
areas, that see a large share
of Medicaid patients.

“This is all on top of an
already pretty strained finan-
cial situation for rural hos-
pitals,” Alexa McKinley Abel,
director of government af-
fairs and policy at the Nation-
al Rural Health Association,
a group representing rural
health care providers, said in
an interview. “We are worried
about seeing service line clo-
sures at hospitals in an envi-
ronment where OB-GYN and
chemotherapy service lines
are already being cut”

COVERING THE COST OF CARE

Supporters of the change
say the extra payments in-
flate federal spending on
the Medicaid program, giving
hospitals “windfall profits.”

“Not only do these pro-
grams sidestep the truly
needy on Medicaid and favor
special interests instead, but
all this is financed by growing
the federal debt, leading to
inflation and higher interest
rates for all Americans,” the
Paragon Health Institute, a
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conservative think tank that
helped draft the bill, stated in
a policy brief.

Hospital leaders dispute
that. Earlier this year, the
American Hospital Associa-
tion asserted that without
the extra payments, Medicaid
managed care organizations
in 2023 only covered about
two-thirds of the actual cost
of care.

Cindy Samuelson, senior
vice president of the Kansas
Hospital Association, said
the additional payments are
especially critical in a rural
state such as Kansas, where
some researchers have found
that 87 percent of rural hospi-
tals are in the red. Kansas is
one of 10 states that did not
expand Medicaid, and like
other nonexpansion states,
it will have to begin reducing
direct payments to 110 per-
cent of what Medicare pays
starting in 2028.

“Over time, commercial
payers are paying less and
less,” Samuelson said. “Many
hospitals in our state are at
risk of closure.”

Samuelson said that in ru-
ral areas, health care provid-
ers see fewer patients, which
makes it hard to spread out
the cost of care and make
up for losses that come from
serving underinsured, Med-
icaid and Medicare patients.
One result is that rural hos-
pitals are trimming services.
A report published this year
by Chartis, a health care con-
sulting firm, found that be-

tween 2011 and 2023, nearly
300 rural hospitals across
the country stopped offering
obstetrics care, and 424 rural
hospitals ceased chemother-

1 apy services.

In  Hutchinson, Kansas,
Benjamin  Anderson, CEO
of the rural and communi-
ty-owned Hutchinson Re-
gional Health System, said his
hospital barely broke even
this year, and lower Medicaid
payments will take a toll. The
190-bed hospital serves more
than 65,000 people in the
central Kansas region, and
sees a lot of patients who are
struggling with mental health
issues and substance use dis-
orders.

“We are closely manag-
ing our workforce expens-
es. We're going to be relying
more heavily on philanthro-
py," Anderson said, adding
that the hospital wouldn't lay
off staff but would reduce the
number of workers by not fill-
ing open positions.

He said his hospital has
some cash reserves that
should enable it to keep go-
ing, but that many other rural
hospitals lack such a cushion.

“When we think about the
cuts to Medicaid, it isn't sim-
ply about cutting services to
the poor. It's threatening ser-
vices to everyone, because in
a rural community, we all get
care in the same place,” he
said. “If we cut out the safe-
ty net that's sustaining these
hospitals, everyone’s health
care is threatened.”

SEARCHING FOR ANSWERS

Three hours northeast of
Hutchinson is the rural town
of Holton, where about 3,400
people live. Holton Communi-
ty Hospital is a 14-bed critical
access hospital, meaning that
it provides emergency care
around the clock for a rural
community. For the past two
years, it has been struggling,
according to Carrie Lutz, the
hospital’s CEO.

Lutz said the hospital is
not part of a broader health
care group, and it relies on
philanthropy and local taxes.
Due to financial strains, it's in
the process of selling off its
home and hospice services to
another health care facility.
The cap on extra payments

will be an additional barrier,
she said.

Samuelson said Kansas is
applying for money under the
five-year, $50 billion Rural
Health Transformation Pro-
gram, which Congress added
to the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act amid concerns about its
impact on rural hospitals. She
expects Kansas to get at least
$500 million between 2026
and 2030.

Rural hospitals in Missis-
sippi also hope to tap into
those funds. The Mississippi
Hospital Association, which
is advising state leaders on
their application, said it ex-
pects Mississippi to get at
least $500 million over the
next five years.

Like Kansas, Mississippi did
not expand Medicaid under
the Affordable Care, a deci-
sion that deprived it of addi-
tional Medicaid patients and
thus extra revenue.

“A few years ago, we had
several rural hospitals that
were facing some imminent
closure challenges, and so
our enhanced supplemental
payment based on the av-
erage commercial rate has
been a lifeline,” said Richard
Roberson, president and CEO
of the Mississippi Hospital
Association.

“What we're concerned
about is that when those pay-
ments start to decrease, then
we're going to be right back to
where we were in 2022, with
concerns about rural hospi-
tals again’

Roberson said Medicaid,
with the additional payments,
had become “one of the best
payers, if not the best payer,
for our hospitals over the last
two years,” and helped a lot
of hospitals stay out of the
red.

He said the new rural
health care fund is promising,
but noted that Mississippi will
decide where to spend any
money it gets, and some rural
hospitals might miss out.

“We want to make sure
we're working with the state
to provide sustainable solu-
tions, not one-time fixes,
Roberson said. “The big wild
card is the Rural Health Trans-
formation fund and what the
state chooses to do with that
money.”’


https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Directed-Payments-in-Medicaid-Managed-Care.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61534
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61534
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61534
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/reconciliation-language-could-lead-to-cuts-in-medicaid-state-directed-payments-to-hospitals-and-nursing-facilities/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/reconciliation-language-could-lead-to-cuts-in-medicaid-state-directed-payments-to-hospitals-and-nursing-facilities/
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2025/how-medicaid-state-directed-payments-support-critical-health-care-providers
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2025/02/Fact-Sheet-Medicaid-Hospital-Payment-Basics-20250204.pdf
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2025/02/Fact-Sheet-Medicaid-Hospital-Payment-Basics-20250204.pdf
https://www.chartis.com/sites/default/files/documents/CCRH%20WP%20-%202025%20Rural%20health%20state%20of%20the%20state_021125.pdf
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EarthTalk

RoODDY SCHEER & DouG Moss

Dear EarthTalk:

I heard that VW and
Toyota were fined for
cheating on emissions
tests for new vehicles.
Why did they do this and
are all of the car compa-
nies likely cheating?

B.C., Boston, MA

Emissions testing plays an
essential role in controlling
vehicle pollution and con-
serving the environment.
These evaluations confirm
that vehicles comply with le-
gal regulations for the release
of harmful gases such as car-
bon dioxide and nitrogen ox-
ides. Nonetheless, certain car
producers have been discov-
ered to be cheating in these
evaluations.

The main motive for is
monetary. Achieving emis-
sions standards frequently
necessitates costly technol-
ogies such as sophisticated

catalytic converters or more
environmentally friendly
engine designs. For car man-
ufacturers, these enhance-
ments may reduce profits or
increase vehicle prices for
buyers, possibly leading to
lower sales. By engaging in
deceit, companies can evade
these expenses while still
seeming to adhere to reg-
ulations. Moreover, tough-
er emissions regulatmns in
areas such as the European
Union and the U.S. exert no-
table pressure on manufac-
turers to innovate quickly.
When deadlines appear unat-
tainable, certain automakers
resort to shortcuts by altering
test outcomes.

Cheating also helps pre-
serve a company's reputa-
tion. For example, VW heavily
marketed its “Clean Diesel”
vehicles as Eco-friendly al-
ternatives, but later investi-
gations revealed the use of

defeat devices—software de-
signed to manipulate results
during tests. These devices
made cars appear cleaner
while emitting up to 40 times
the legal limit of pollutants
in real-world driving. Toyota
was recently fined for cheat-
ing, showing that even trust-
ed industry leaders some-
times prioritize profits over
compliance.

Other manufacturers have
also faced accusations. Nis-
san falsified emissions data
in Japan due to poorly man-
aged testing systems. Opel
was also found using defeat
devices in Europe in 2015.
And BMW was involved in
an “emissions cartel” that
sought to limit progress in
AdBlue, a technology de-
signed to decrease nitrogen
oxide (NOx) emissions. Even
Mercedes-Benz faced alle-
gations of using defeat de-
vices, though the company
refutes the claims. John Stoll
explains, “The emissions in-
formation says what the test
needs it to say so that it pass-

es regulatory tests. And then
in real-world conditions, it
emits far more of the harm-
ful emissions such as NOx
into the air than is legally al-
lowed.”

While it's unlikely that
every car company cheats,
the problem appears wide-
spread enough to warrant
concern. Weak enforcement
and the potential for profit
make cheating an attractive
option for unethical com-
panies. Nonetheless, many
manufacturers do focus on
compliance and put resourc-
es into cleaner technologies,
demonstrating that innova-
tion can occur without resort-
ing to fraud.

To tackle emissions fraud,
authorities need to enhance
enforcement and apply strict-
er penalties. Third-party or-
ganizations should handle
emissions tests to ensure
impartiality, and carmakers
should be incentivized to
develop sustainable tech-
nologies. As consumers, we

can help by choosing ve-
hicles that have confirmed
eco-friendly  certifications,
and insisting on increased
transparency from carmakers.

CONTACTS

e Toyota Whacked with
Gigantic Fine for Die-
sel  Emissions  Cheating,
https://cleantechnica.
com/2025/01/22/toyota-
whacked-with-gigantic-fine-
for-diesel-emissions-cheat-
ing/

e Volkswagen: The scan-
dal explained,:  https://

www.bbc.com/news/busi-
ness-44763905.

EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss
for the 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk. See more at_
https://emagazine.com. To
donate, visit https://earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: ques-

tion@earthtalk.org.
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Movie Review - Caught Stealing

BoB GARVER

“Caught Stealing” is one of
those twisty crime thrillers
where it seems like the film-
makers cast as many interest-
ing names as they could and
then wrote the movie around
using them all. For example,
at no point did | feel it was
necessary for the film to fea-
ture Matt Smith as a charac-
ter with a 60's U.K. punk rock
aesthetic in this film set in
New York in 1998 (itself an
inexplicable choice). All the
film needed was a neighbor
character who's mixed up
with some bad people. But
the movie got Smith for the
role, and somebody, possi-
bly Smith himself, wanted
to see the character played
with the crazy getup. The re-
sult is a character that is a
scene-stealer to be sure, but
is the story really helped by
all his quirkiness? | don't
think so. If anything, he’s a
distraction from the main
character, whose journey is
supposed to be the focus.
Though maybe it's for the
best, because | wasn't digging
the main character and was
welcoming all distractions.

Austin Butler stars as Hank

Thompson, a disgraced for-
mer baseball prodigy barely
scraping by as a bartender,
and an alcoholic one at that.
The one good thing in his life
is his way-out-of-his-league
girlfriend Yvonne (Zoé Krav-
itz). She's almost ready to
start taking the relationship
more seriously, which he
wants, but first she needs
him to start taking himself
more seriously, which he isn't
ready to do. Subconscious-
ly, he'd rather just spend all
his time moping around and
thinking about how his life
would have been better if he
hadn't crashed his car while
drunk, thus ending his base-
ball career.

Hank's neighbor Russ (the
aforementioned Smith char-
acter) hurriedly puts him in
charge of his cat Buddy while
he leaves town for a few days.
Hank's proximity to the shady
Russ gets him into trouble
with some Russian gangsters
(Yuri Kolokolnikov and Nikita
Kukushkin), which also leads
to trouble with a Puerto Rican
gangster (Benito Martinez Oc-
asio aka rapper Bad Bunny),
and eventually a pair of really

. Ei

dangerous Hasidic gangsters
(Liev Schreiber and Vincent
D'Onofrio). Hank tries with in-
creasing desperation to stay
out of trouble with all five
gangsters, and at least he can
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expect some help from hard-
boiled detective Elise Roman
(Regina King). But running
from his problems hasn't
worked out for Hank in the
past, is it a good idea here,

Home Country - The Ballad of Hoser

SLIM RANDLES

| have to tell the Ballad of
Hoser, to remain true to my
readers. It began at the begin-
ning of summer, when | went
out the back door to check on

my tree seeds and see if any
miracles had occurred. Not
on the growing of trees de-
partment, but as | stood next
to the garden cart with tools
and rolls of new hose on it, a
bumblebee flashed past my
face and then vanished into
his or her duty of collecting
and distributing pollen. But
where had he come from?

I have a serious respect for
bumblebees, because they
can temporarily cripple you
with a single sting, | knew
from experience.
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So when it cooled off that
evening, here came the bum-
blebee back and as | watched,
he landed on the tool cart
and solemnly walked into the
faucet end of the new gar-
den hose. And as he entered,
some of his day’s pollen fell
off. I'd never known anything
to live in a hose, but we
wished him well. His name, of
course, was Hoser.

Then one day we found his
body lying next to his home
entrance, so we wished he'd
lasted longer so we could
brag on him, but that's how
life goes.

Then a couple of days ago,

| was out there again and
a bumblebee flew past my
face and later returned to the
hose.

Meet Hoser Il.

Haven't used the hose yet
for its intended purpose, but
there's always time for that
later on. Like winter. Or may-
be next Spring.

Go Hoser lI!

If pollinating plants and
supporting our pollinators
appeals to you, but you'd feel
cramped living in a hose, you
might try https://xerces.
org/.

even though for once his pre-
dicament isn't his fault?

There’s a good idea for a
character arc here with Hank
needing to learn to take re-
sponsibility for mistakes he’s
made in both the recent and
distant past. But it was just
too hard for me to respect the
character after his incredibly
stupid decision to go on an
alcohol bender the night after
losing a kidney, thanks to the
Russians. | can understand
straying from doctors’ orders

| toadegree, I'mnot exactly an

angel myself in that depart-
ment, and | know every movie
hero isn't going to be strict-
ly by-the-book. But for the
character to make a decision
that stupid that quickly, sorry,
I was done rooting for him.
Which was a shame, because
the movie is without the de-

M lightful Kravitz for a long

stretch, leaving the film with-
out a likeable protagonist.

I'm giving “Caught Steal-
ing” the mildest of recom-
mendations, because the
jokes are just funny enough,
the action and suspense just
exciting enough, and the
overachieving cast just in-
teresting enough for me to
praise among an near-equal
list of complaints. It's hard to
believe a movie this middling
came from usually-ambitious
director Darren Aronofsky.
Since this movie likes its
baseball metaphors, I'll say
that | associate Aronofsky
with spectacular hits (“Requi-
em for a Dream,” “The Wres-
tler” “Black Swan") and the
occasional spectacular strike-
out (“Noah”), but “Caught
Stealing” is an unimpressive
single - avoiding an “out,” but
just barely.

GRADE: B-

“Caught Stealing” is rated
R for strong violent content,
pervasive language, some
sexuality/nudity and brief
drug use. Its running time is
107 minutes.

Contact Bob Garver at
rrg251@nyu.edu
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